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    Desiree Martin knew her time was coming. The party the celebrated the new members of the pack was coming up in the next week. Desi knew this was the thing she was supposed to be looking forward to, as she would finally be an adult. The problem for her is that she knew she wasn’t ever going to be accepted by the pack she was with now. 
 
    Her mother had left the pack she was born into. There had been something that went on that no one would talk about. Desi knew it had to be bad for another pack to take the three of them in when her mother had brought her and her brother to the area. They had looked at the two children as a problem, but they had accepted her mother. 
 
    Desi had watched her brother, who was older by two years, work hard to become a member of the pack that ran most of the town. Though he was a low-lying member, he had worked hard doing everything he could to make the others trust him. She wasn’t sure if she wanted to work that hard for the group of special people who would never look at her as a genuine member because she had different blood from a fresh pack. It didn’t seem like it was all that important to do. She knew that she had a few things to do, regardless. She wasn’t sure if this was the life for her, anyway. Life as what she knew she was didn’t seem all that important since she rarely, if ever, was taught anything about what she was. 
 
    The party was consuming everyone in town. Though she had the perfect outfit and everything for it, she didn’t want to go. It would mean forever change her life if she did go. She would be tied to this pack for the rest of her life. She needed to know why they had run from the other pack and had to live their lives in hiding here with this one. Desi knew that she should be glad that they did not force her to live among the humans forever and had to hide herself forever. However, she didn’t even know the basics of the life she was forced to live. She didn’t know what forever really looked like, but she could guess. 
 
    “Are you getting ready for next week?” her mother asked as she cooked the dinner that would last a few nights for the family of three. Her mother was a beauty, though she looked different from everyone else here. Desi could remember something about her mother having different bloodlines, which left her hair darker with the silver tips that made her different from all those around her. Desi looked nothing like her mother, though. She didn’t look like her brother either. It was one of those things she noticed as she got older. There were a lot of things that really just made little sense to her. She was always told she would be told later. Later never seemed to come, though. 
 
    “Mom, I have a few questions that I need to be answered before next week,” Desi said, and her mother looked down at her smaller daughter. Now she was seventeen and getting ready to take her place within the group that had settled her since she was a young girl. However, her mother knew that she did indeed need to know the answers that the older woman never wanted to give. Desi didn’t remember the times they had moved. At least her mother thought she didn’t. It was important to keep moving. 
 
    “I know you do. You also have the right to know. The conversation, though, needs to be later.” Her mother replied. Laura Wilson was a young mother to two children. Though over the years, her appearance had not changed as she aged. She also worked at night so she could at least provide more for her children, since there was no man in the house to help. Laura knew she would have to explain everything to her daughter before she took her place. Laura also knew that there was a chance she could lose her daughter forever when she did. She let out a sigh as she looked at her daughter before she took the food off the stove burner to let it cool. “We will discuss this before the party.” 
 
    “Mom,” Desi knew she was beginning to whine slightly. 
 
    “Desi, we will talk about it, but right now, I need to make some money so you can eat.” Her mother spoke with a laugh. Laura grabbed her keys and purse and went off to the small store that she restocked nightly for the extra money. Now left alone for the night, Desi settled on the couch and watched the television. She knew the instant the house was in someone’s view. There was something in the air, even though she was in the house. Desi seemed to know when anyone was close. Her mother had told her it was a very special talent, and not all had the ability. 
 
    It was one of the many that it seemed the two children had that few others did in the pack. Laura had made it clear to both of them that they could never share all they could do. It had seemed weird to both kids, but they listened to their mother. Right now, Desi was trying to remember her life before she arrived in this place with this pack. 
 
    The disturbance that was outside was getting closer, and it was over one being outside. Desi could feel it was more than maybe ten. Desi was trying to focus on one thing when everything seemed to overwhelm her and all of her senses. She stood up and looked out the window. She saw the figures moving toward her house. They were working as their own pack. Desi was wondering if it was something like a practice for the young ones in the pack. The ones who were accepted, at least. 
 
    Desi tried to block them out as they got closer to the house. She could see the light gleaming in their eyes as they moved under the moonlight. The reflections placed them as to what they were. They were a pack of wolves like her and her ancestors. 
 
    She went to the door to shoo them away. When she opened the door, a man stood in front of it. He looked her over and then dropped to one knee. “We have finally found you.” 
 
    “Found me?” Desi asked with a laugh as she looked at the entire pack of over a hundred that was standing around her house. They all halted as they watched the man at the front of the door and the young woman. They copied his motions, and all dropped to one knee and lowered their heads. 
 
    “Yes, Desiree. We have been searching for you for years since that woman took you away.” 
 
    “That woman? You mean my mother?” Desi asked as she stood her ground. 
 
    “She is not your mother.” The man replied, “Your mother died when shortly after your birth. That woman took you from the palace when you were nothing but a child. She disappeared into the night. We never thought a pack would have taken you in. She must have lied to them about who you were.” 
 
    “My brother?” Desi asked. 
 
    “Is her brat.” The man let his eyes shine as he looked her over. “Desiree, you differ greatly from all of us. You are the next true alpha’s mate.” 
 
    “What does that mean?” she asked as she looked at him. 
 
    “You are one of the last purebloods.”  
 
    “Come, and we will show you.” Another person spoke up behind him.  
 
    “I need my things,” she could see things now in her mind. A castle was there, and she was crying when she was taken away from it. She now understood why they were different. This pack was the one hiding her from her birthright. They were taking a chance at her presence. That was why they hated her and her family. The fact her mother would never talk to her. It all made sense in a way she had never thought of before. 
 
    “Go.” The man exclaimed, “Go collect what you want to take with you. We shall carry it back for you.” 
 
    “Where are we going?”  
 
    “Home, your highness. We are going to take you home to your mate. Who is waiting for you.” The man replied, and a sense of peace went over Desi. She knew this was what she was supposed to do. She turned and ran upstairs and packed her clothes and the little things she wanted to keep. They were mostly smaller things and some clothes. She never had a lot. She never thought to overload the house with things. They never knew when they would up and leave again. 
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    “Where is home exactly?” Desi asked as she walked with the pack all around her. Everyone wanted to get close to her for once, and it was overwhelming her. She was the one shunned. This idea that she was somehow important was something she could not understand. She also had no idea why it felt so right at the same time. Why leaving with these strangers was something she would ever do.  
 
    “You do not know?” the man said, “of course you don’t. It isn’t like she would have told you anything.” 
 
    “Wait, my mom?” Desi asked again. She was already tired, but at the same time, she was revived. It was like something was giving her the energy she needed to keep moving.  
 
    “She is not your mother.” The man nearly spat out. “There was a siege when you were little. Not even one year of age. The alpha’s wife sent you off with her so she could take you to a safe place.”  
 
    “The alpha’s wife?” Desi asked as she looked at the man in front of her. How or why would an alpha’s wife care about her to try to ensure her safety? The man had also called her ‘your highness.’ She was really confused.  
 
    “Child, I will let him explain it to you.” He said as he shook his head. “We have a long journey ahead of us.” 
 
    “Where are we going exactly?” Desi asked. She still had not got the answers that she wanted. This person seemed to be avoiding all of her questions. She didn’t know that much about the past. The school she had attended didn’t teach all the facts. Like where the leading packs lived. She had to assume that she was going somewhere that was attached to that idea.  
 
    “To the beginning.” The man said cryptically. There was nothing left to say. Soon she was loaded into a car with her bags in the back, and the car in the cabin filled up with more and more people. She looked around, but no one would look back at her. She wondered who any of them were. There were so many of them. It was weird that no one would look at her now.  
 
    Soon they were at the piers that were in the next town. “Come along.” He said as he was walking and looking over his shoulder. At the darkest of night, she was able to see every feature of the person in front of her. She didn’t like the fact no one was looking at her. When she was shown to a private cabin on the boat, she waited and heard the orders that were given to the people there at her door. “She is not to leave the cabin.”  
 
    “Yes, sir.” The deep voice said in reply. She heard the footsteps going away from the door, and she waited. She opened the door and saw one that she would think was a warrior of the pack if she had to guess. He looked like one of the top levels of the warrior in the pack she had been with. “Close the door.” 
 
    “Why?” she asked back. 
 
    “Because you are not to be released because of the crew. They aren’t trustworthy.” He replied as he looked at the wall. “They are not our kind.” 
 
    “Why won’t you or anyone look at me.” She asked as she looked at him. She knew that she needed to get some answers. She hoped that someone would at least tell her something. It wasn’t like she wanted her life story. She wanted something simple.  
 
    “It is not our place.” He said. 
 
    “I am just like you, though.” She said. He turned to glance at her. 
 
    “You have no idea what you are, do you?” he asked as he looked her over. He looked at her in a way she had never seen before. It was so different she didn’t know what she should feel. There was a loyalty in his eyes that she had never seen. It was something no one had ever looked at her before with. That is when it hit her that she was something much more than she had thought. She needed to know more. She needed to know who and what she really was.  
 
    “No, I don’t,” she said. “As far as I knew, I was a cast out from a different pack, and the ones we lived with hated me and us.” 
 
    “They were lied to.” He said. “You are from one of the seven main families. The fact is, you are the only surviving members of one. The head family found you and knew who you were. The Alpha’s mate saved you by sending you away. She had hoped you would be returned after the fighting was done, but you never were.” 
 
    “Then you are what exactly?” She asked. 
 
    “I am from the royal guard.” He said. “You will be guarded by us. However, the next alpha wishes for you to return home right now. He has plans for you.”  
 
    “What plans?” Desi asked as she looked at this man in front of her.  
 
    “You will have to ask him.” the man said. “Now go back into the cabin, princess, before I get into trouble for talking to you.” 
 
    “Why would you get in trouble for talking to me?” she asked. 
 
    “Because I could lose my head.” He said as he looked at her. “I would like to keep it attached if possible.”  
 
    “Okay.” she said as she closed the door and waited to move. She wasn’t from a royal family. She was a no-one. She had to tell them that they had the wrong person. However, she didn’t think that anyone would believe her until she met with the next alpha of all the packs.  
 
    She had to think about what she knew about the royal families. She had not been taught much about them. Her mother hadn’t said anything about them. Only in the pack school did she even know they existed. She wondered why at the time. All the younger girls knew so much about them. They would write stories about being found by one of the men from those families and falling in love. Desi had never had those dreams like the other girls.  
 
    She had to live in the cold reality. Whatever her original pack was, they were lost to her. She would never find a mate like the other people in the pack. If she was lucky enough, she might be able to pass for a human completely and find a mate in that world. That was what she thought would have to happen. She was fine with that as well.  
 
    Now things had changed. They had changed a lot in the way she was living. The next alpha of all was supposedly her mate. She could play along, and then she would be the next in line to rule. Her children, if she had any, would be in that line as well. Everything seemed like this was a dream. However, she knew they were wrong. She only hoped she didn’t get punished for taking up their time as they searched for the missing princess.  
 
    The world was not kind to werewolves or other things of the night like her. She wondered what things were also like her. She wondered about the ones that had to live away from the family like she did. Though she never thought too much about any of that. It seemed pointless to her. She shouldn’t dream about things she knew she could never have.  
 
    A heart without a purpose was nothing in her book. All she could do was leave the pack now. No one needed to know about this wrong identity. She would just fade away and make her way into the wider world. She could hide herself, she thought. She was nothing special. She had already accepted that.  
 
    She smiled to herself. Now her mother could go back to her pack. Her brother would have a real place in the pack. She wouldn’t be there to hold them back. She could find her own place. This might not be the worst thing ever for everyone as well.  
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    Desi settled into the room and sat in a chair that was over fluffed and had a lot of cushioning on it. She was asleep in less than five minutes. When she woke up, it was to a knock on the door. She didn’t have time to answer before the man who had led her away was opening the door.  
 
    “Are you ready?” he asked, and she looked at him with a question in her eyes. 
 
    “For?” she asked as she looked at him standing there. She watched as he was getting ready to lose his temper at her. He went to raise his hand in the air as he moved to stand right before her.  
 
    “I don’t not believe the princess was ever supposed to be touched.” A deep voice interrupted the two people there.  
 
    “Ah, sir.” The man said. “I do apologize, sir.”  
 
    “Do not apologize to me.” The man said as he walked into the room. “It is her that you must beg forgiveness from.”  
 
    “Excuse my manors, miss.” The man said.  
 
    Desi didn’t care what the man said to her. She was focused on the new man in the room. He seemed to be all aware of this as well, and his smile deepened. He wasn’t much older than her but in his early twenties, but not any older. He seemed to have control of the situation as well. He was a natural-born leader. “Leave.” The man said as he only had eyes for Desi at the moment. When the man scurried away and out the door, it shut behind him quickly. “You must have questions.” 
 
    “No one would talk to me,” Desi said. “So I do.” 
 
    “I do fear that may be my fault. I told them to not get any ideas above their station in the royal guard. I do apologize for that. I forgot how confusing this must be for you. Though I do have to say, you look much like you did so many years ago.” The man said. “Just slightly bigger.” 
 
    “Who are you?” Desi asked.  
 
    “We do not have the titles royals normally do. However, I am from the first family and the only son. My name is Gabriel.” He said as he bowed.  
 
    “The first family?” she asked, and then it hit her what he was saying. “You’re the next head alpha?”  
 
    “Yes, Desiree.” He said with a smile.  
 
    “So, my name is the same.” She said, forgetting that she thought she was not the one they were looking for. Then she let herself remember, though she knew it was weird that with just a glance, she felt like she knew this person in front of her. It was like he was someone, a part of her. It had to be wishful thinking, though. “I do believe that you might have the wrong person, though.” 
 
    “Show me your arm.” He said as he reached out to see it. He took a light out from his pocket and then shined it onto her arm. The light was not a normal UV light. It shined green, and then she looked at her arm. There was a marking there that she had never seen before. It was a crest of some sort. “No, my dear, you are the one I seek.” 
 
    “What is going on?” she asked as she looked into his eyes and saw the flicker there. “What was that? Why have I never seen it before?” 
 
    “You are of the second family, Desiree.” He said. “Those of the seven families are marked shortly after birth. In this case, it will prove who you are. It also showed that the others that they thought were you were not.”  
 
    “Call me Desi. Everyone does.” She said. He chuckled, and it filled up the room and seemed to bounce off the walls.  
 
    “Well, Desi. You were the surviving member of the second family. We, the seven ruling families, mark out infants just for this reason though it is not normal.” Gabriel said. “I have my crest on my arm as well. My mother found you, along with my father. They sent you away with a young woman who was a changeling. She didn’t fit in anywhere, as well as her son. They gave her a purpose. To keep you safe.”  
 
    “So she wasn’t anything to me?” Desi asked. 
 
    “Not as far as being your family.” He replied. “I understand she raised you as her own. She did a good enough job, I assume. You are here in front of me, at least. So she did indeed keep you alive.” 
 
    “Why do you care so much that you would search the globe for me?” Desi asked, and he looked at her.  
 
    “That should be simple.” He said as he looked at her seriously for a moment. “You are my mate.” 
 
    “I am what?” she asked. 
 
    “You are my mate.” He repeated. “Is that so hard for you to believe?”  
 
    “Yes. Actually, it is.” She said as she stared at him. 
 
    “I think with some polish and a few lessons, you will do well enough to stand by my side.” He said. “It isn’t like we have to remain true to each other if you have another.”  
 
    “What?” she asked, surprised. 
 
    “If you grew close to another. All I ask is that you be discreet.” He said as he watched her thoughts play out on her face. 
 
    “Do you have another?” she asked when she could get the words out. This couldn’t be the normal type of conversation to have with one’s mate. She still couldn’t believe that this was the person who was picked for her. He seemed like something out of a dream. He was simply too perfect.  
 
    “No. I always knew who my mate was. I had to stay true to you. We were sworn to be together the day after your birth.” Gabriel said as he looked at her. “I was only four, but I remember the day. However, I do know the ways of our kind, and you did not know who you are. You might have gotten with another thinking you could be mates. Looking at you, I do have to say it.”  
 
    “So, this is real?” she asked. “This isn’t some sick joke someone is playing on me?” 
 
    “A joke?” he asked as he tilted his head. It seemed that she could not believe the simple truth in front of her. He could understand that, but it seemed like she would be a little more excited about the revelation. “No. This is real, and this is happening.” 
 
    “It has to be a mistake, though.” She said, completely unbelieving this was real. Desi could feel all the emotions coming at once. Though she was never over-emotional when dealing with things right now, she felt that she was completely overwhelmed. She was scared and relieved at the same time. She was finally getting the answers that she had been looking for her entire life. However, this was too much. This was something that she had even thought of. If anything, she thought maybe she wasn’t a full blood. That she would have been half-human would have explained so much more with the way she had been treated. Now she had to try to wrap her head around the fact she was a true blood. One of the seven royal families.  
 
    “I understand this will take time. For now, though, you need to come with me. We will be continuing this when we get you settled in the palace.” He said as he reached out his hand. “We will have to get you a wardrobe fitting of your station, and some lessons on everything, but that will be later or in time. We are in no rush, Desi. We will handle this one step at a time. I do not want you to get too overwhelmed as we move forward.”  
 
    “Thank you.” She said. “For at least being upfront with me.”  
 
    “Your mother and father were my godparents, for lack of a better term. My mother thought she was saving you when she had you taken away, Desi. Please don’t be too harsh on her. We really don’t know much about the outside world here. My parents were yours as well.” Gabriel said as he took her hand and held it as he led the way to the top of the boat. “They cared for you, and that is why they wanted you safe.” 
 
    He looked around, as did she, “Welcome home, Desi.”  
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    Desi looked around the area. And it was beautiful. There were trees that lined the waterway that was after the dock where the boat was. There were small villages everywhere you could see the tops of the roof of all the houses. In the middle of the island, it looked like there was a large castle. On each side of where the water was and metal, there were large, smaller versions of the main castle in the middle of the island. It was quite easy to see how the area had grown up with just these particular types of families. These were the seven ruling families of all over their kind. This was their domain.  
 
    Desi didn’t exactly know how she felt when it came to seeing all this was like the first time. She didn’t care that she was born here. She was still confused as to why she was taken away, even though Gabriel had explained it to her. Why were no other of the children taken? She had a lot of questions that needed to be answered, and she hoped that maybe one day she would be able to get those answers. Right now, she was just taking in the beautiful sights around her. Everything was like something she had never seen except on tv. This was never in her life before.  
 
    “It is something, isn’t it?” Gabriel asked as he looked at her, seeing the land they would rule over for the first time. He let his hand go to her back to help her off the plank and onto the pier. 
 
    “It is the most beautiful thing I’ve ever seen,” she replied as she looked at him. There was a calming scent around him, though she wasn’t quite sure how she actually felt with the idea that they were supposed to be mates. This close relationship probably would have grown to be even closer if they had been raised together. She knew nothing of him, and he was nothing much to her at the moment. He was a stranger. She didn’t even know most of the ways about their own kind. She had been raised without a pack for so long that it wasn’t like it was going to be second nature for her to start ruling. She really had to figure everything out in her mind quickly. She had a lot to learn.  
 
    “What’s going on in your mind? I can feel the anxiety building up around you.” Gabriel said as he looked at her, knowing that poor girl had not had the same type of life that he had. He had been looking for her for a few years now, knowing that he would probably have to have her back here to get her acclimated to the kind of life that she should have been living her entire life. He and his parents had been fighting over this for years. He didn’t even need to look into the Book of Records to be able to remember who his mate was. He could remember from the day she was taken away.  
 
    It had to lead to huge issues within the ranks of their family. Gabriel did not understand why Desiree had been taken away to this day. Now isn’t exactly the way of their world to do something like send someone away, and he understood that more than anything. There had been some kind of threat to her that even he didn’t understand. Though his parents have never actually let him in on it, he knew that he was going to have to travel the world to find her. Otherwise, he was going to be mateless for the rest of his life. That was not something he wanted to do. He was just glad that when he did find her, she was not attached to someone else.  
 
    “I am thinking about other things I should have been doing with my time. Like, learn about our kind. I really don’t have a clue as to what goes on here. I’m going to have to learn a lot, and I hope that whoever my teacher is rather patient. I don’t think I’m ever going to understand how to be a ruler like this.” Desi said as she looked up into his eyes. She was glad that he was staying in his human form for this. She didn’t exactly like it when everybody around her transformed into the creatures that they were made to be. They knew that they were different from every other human, but this was not something that she enjoyed seeing or doing. She preferred to be human more than anything else. She had not really learned how to transform well. It had been skipped over in her schooling. Thinking back, her mother had kept her home that week to help out there.  
 
    “You’ll be the type of ruler that you are supposed to be,” he said with a smile. “You look like your mother. I don’t even remember a lot about her, but I do remember what she looked like. It was so long ago, but it also seems like just yesterday. I do remember a few things about her. She was fun to be around. She didn’t like the transformation times period. She actually hated them. I have a feeling that you must be the same way.” 
 
    “I don’t like them. I like being what I am.” Desi said as she did not want to add to the list, knowing that a lot of things she could not do. Though it was nice to hear that her mother, the real one, didn’t like something that Desi didn’t. He could probably tell her a lot of the things that she didn’t know.  
 
    “My mother can tell you more about your mother. However, I understand that you probably don’t want to get that attached to anybody. Maybe in time that you’ll feel like where your actual family.” he said as he continued to help her walk up the dock to the Main walkway that would take them to the middle of the island. 
 
    It was going to be a big hike to get there, and as she was still tired. It didn’t seem that there were that many cars on the island or any other type of transport. Then she kind of thought to herself, of course, they wouldn’t be they’re werewolves. They could literally walk and run anywhere. However, he was refraining from changing himself just because she was right there next to him. He seemed to know that she didn’t want to do it that way. This was going to take an adjustment period for both of them. It seemed, at least for now, he was willing to work with her. He was willing to give her a little time to find her feet, and for that, she was grateful.  
 
    She looked around the island again and saw its unequivocal beauty that was there all around them. She knew that this was going to be something that was a new adventure. She might actually find out more about herself as well. She knew that she would probably find out more about him. He said that he was only four years older than she was, but though he seemed a lot older. This wasn’t going to be something that she could just brush off and move on with her life somewhere else. She had spent her entire life on the edge of her pack. She needed to know more about herself, and this was the way that she was going to learn. Then she could make up her mind on whether she wanted to leave or not. 
 
    She only hoped that she would be given time before she had to make any decision about anything. She knew she would weigh everything equally from what she learned and what she knew of the outside world. She had no problem acting like a human and doing the things that they did. She could disappear if she had to. For the first time, she hoped that she didn’t have to run away.  
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    “Tell me more about yourself,” Gabriel said as they continued walking through the trails that led to what looked like the main castle. She could see the turrets through the trees and knew that they were getting closer to the area. There would still be quite a bit of a huge hike to get there. As she got closer to the main castle, she started to feel with a slight dread. It was growing as they moved closer.  
 
    “There really isn’t that much to tell,” Desiree said as she looked at him and then continued to look back down at the ground. Everything in her life had pretty much been a huge lie up until that point. She didn’t actually know anything about herself because of it.  
 
    “Tell me about the pack that you were with?” he then said as he was just trying to get any type of information from her. It seemed that she wanted to close off, and he could actually understand that he might not get through to her today or even next week. What did this girl happen to go through with something that was extremely traumatic? He wanted her to feel comfortable talking to him.  
 
    “I wasn’t really allowed to be a part of the pack. Anyway, I think my mother, I mean the woman who was taking care of me, told them that I was a half-breed. I was never allowed to be a part of anything that the pack did. They kept me as far away from them as possible. When we went to school, they only made fun of me, and I never really got to learn anything about being who I was.” Desiree said as she continued to look down at the ground, knowing that, that probably sounded pathetic to him. Every bit of her life up until that point seems pathetic right now. She could have been living here on this beautiful island the entire time, but instead, she had been taken away and treated like she was dirt. She knew how it sounded to anyone that heard her. She was not a princess.  
 
    “Ah, I’m sorry. I really didn’t understand that things were like that for you,” Gabriel said as he continued to touch her back. She stopped for a moment and looked at him. 
 
    “Where are you taking me?” she asked for the first time since they had left the boat. She looked at him in the eyes and could see everything that was there within them. 
 
    “I was taking you home,” he said as they looked at her. It was his home and not hers. Though it should have been hers all along. She knew then he wanted her to go to the main castle and then pick up her life. She couldn’t do that. She couldn’t do that right now, at least. She needed a few days to get the idea of this through her mind. She needed time to get used to the idea that she was this person he said she was.  
 
    “I don’t want to go there,” she said. She looked at him, and she shook her head. 
 
    “And then, where do you want to go?” He asked as he looked at her, knowing he had to give her enough space that she would be able to learn to trust him. “Wherever it is, I will work on this between us. Do you know of any place here that you wish to stay?” 
 
    “No, I don’t. But I know that if I go to your castle and I’ll have to face your parents, and I’ll have to pretend to be something, I’m actually not. I don’t think I can do that right now. I actually just want to figure things out in my own time and not be considered what you all will consider me to be. I understand that we’re supposedly mates, but that doesn’t change the fact that I don’t know you. I don’t even know who I am at this point. Everything that I have lived has been a complete lie. I’m not a half-breed, supposedly. I’m a Princess. You just explained to me how my parents died and that the woman who raised me, who I thought was my mother, isn’t my mother, but she’s actually a maid that your mother gave me to get me off the island. This is a lot for me to deal with, and I’m not exactly sure I know I can do it and process everything the way that I should if I’m right there with the people who gave me away.” Desi started to feel the tears building up in her eyes, knowing that she was going to have some kind of breakdown. It was finally to hit her that she was here in this new place, being given a dream for so many other young women. This man in front of her was a dream man. He was hers. He was supposedly her mate as well.  
 
    As he looked at her standing in front of him, a foot smaller than he was, he could see that she was very close to having that kind of major breakdown that he had heard of. He understood exactly what she was feeling, not by personal experience, but by the way that she was describing it. There were quite a few things that he had a lot of questions about as well, and the only people that could actually answer them were his parents. In a way, he wanted to make sure that his parents were telling the ultimate truth and what had happened with the five-year war that had taken place. 
 
    It didn’t actually seem like it could have happened at all because of the simple fact that they only targeted some of the families and not all of them. He had grown up knowing most of the royal families, even though they weren’t technically royal. They were just rulers of their own clans. His family was supposed to be the most dominant of all of them, and then as he looked at this young woman in front of him, he knew that she came from the second dominant. The families have been intertwining and marrying within each other, knowing that their mates were right there in front of them because of how their families were. It only grew stronger, and it didn’t grow anything that was weak. He didn’t think that her tears made her any weaker than anyone else. Instead, he thought that they made her stronger because she was able to understand her own feelings. Gabriel thought it was a good thing that she knew how to feel about things. Even if that was confusion and sadness. He was thinking right now it might be nice if she taught him how to express it as well.  
 
    But the war never made any sense because it only seemed to go after the weaker clans. Not the ones that were the strongest. They went after her family, but not his. To him, that made no sense. They both had a lot of things that they needed to have answered, but they needed them to be answered together. By finding her, he thought that maybe he would be able to figure everything out that somehow, she might have known something. Instead, he just found a very confused young woman to who he was instantly attracted. It was the way of being amazed, he thought, but there was something else that was there under the surface. He knew about there was more of a reason he was pulled to her, but he was glad to see she was beautiful and someone he could spend the rest of his life with as well. She was thoughtful, and she was real. That was more to him than her looks.  
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    “I understand that you don’t want to go to the castle because you don’t understand our way of life. How would you like it if I took you somewhere else?” he asked as he looked at her, knowing that was probably one of her biggest fears. He had already uprooted her life by having her taken the way that she was. He had not really thought about the entire plan for when he had begun the orders for it. All he could think about was his own desire to have him be by his side. He knew that she had no idea how much he wanted her there. He couldn’t break the idea that she was his mate. There had been many things done to both of them. He knew he was ready to move forward with his life, and that meant having his mate there with him.  
 
    “Like where?” she asked as she looked at him, knowing that he could take her just about anywhere in the world, and it still wouldn’t matter. She would always feel like she was an outcast because she didn’t know where she came from or even what her family was really like. Everything had just been ripped from her. Everything that she knew that was familiar was gone. Even the illusion of the life she had was no longer there. She felt like she was still at sea.  
 
    “There’s a cottage on the outside of the village. We use it for house guests, but I believe that you can fall under that category. That way, you and I can get to know each other, and that we can also figure out everything that had happened in the past. I know my mother is interested in meeting you, but I didn’t exactly tell her that I found you. You weren’t easy to find.” He said with a slight chuckle. “The group of people you were with moved around a lot. Even though I knew that you were somewhere near the last place, I couldn’t even get a good reading on where you really were.” 
 
    “You really searched for me?” Desi asked as she stopped walking and looked at him closely. 
 
    “I had too,” Gabriel stated as he looked deep into her eyes. “Desiree, regardless of how you and I are connected, there are two things you have not taken into account. The first is that you are the sitting head for the second house in charge of everything. There are no others but you in the family. When the war happened, it was like the entire line was wiped from the planet. Second, you are my mate. We had the blood ceremony before the war or at the very start of it. We are one. You were not raised with the ways of our kind. I do understand that, but it does not change that even if I took another lover, it would never be right.” 
 
    “What do you mean?” Desi asked as she had heard about how others rejected their mates, and they got to move on. Often through an entire pack. She had seen it in some of the places they had been. Even her mother had been one of those other women sometimes for one of the alphas in a pack.  
 
    “When a mate is found. That is one thing. However, ours was destined for our birth. We were always supposed to be different. Some have a mate ceremony. Humans would call that a wedding. We are from the two ruling families, though. We had a blood ceremony. They are very much the same but, in a way, completely different. Our blood was merged together. That only means that we have a much deeper connection. To be honest, it was the only way I found you. I could call on that connection, and it led me to where you were.” He stated as he took her hand in his and then began to lead her onto the cottage. “I do fear, though, that you and I have a lot of things to talk about. The more we are here, though, people will see and what to know all about you.”  
 
    “I don’t want to talk to anyone right now.” She said softly.  
 
    “I know.” He chuckled as he tugged on her arm. “The cottage where I will take you is safe from other people, for the most part. No one will really bother us there.”  
 
    She followed him with the breeze kicking off the water, and even though they were now inland on the small island, it was still tangy from the salt air. She had thought about this place before, though it was only in dreams that must have called out to her. Gabriel was one thing she seemed to understand instinctually. He was there in front of her and knew the answers to the questions she never would voice.  
 
    He was smiling as he enjoyed touching her hand. Though he had lived his entire life alone and without his mate, he wanted nothing more than to explain everything to her. She had wondered what she was really was in life, and she had been told she was nothing by every pack. They didn’t know who she was. They were going off with what they had been told. A half-breed would be looked down upon. Even more so than a human. No one would claim her, but she was the princess of everything. Next in line, only to her mate.  
 
    She could have all of them wiped off the planet if she chose to. She didn’t want to go through. She knew there could be no more blood spilled. She was still reeling from the fact the woman she thought was her mother was not. Though in all the things she had done, she was. She had helped Desi. She had cared for Desi. Even her brother, who didn’t like her she now understood why. Everything made perfect sense, but the emotions of those things were still going through her. She had not had time to process everything. That would take a long time to process.  
 
    That would take time. Time, she knew that she really didn’t have. Gabriel would give her what he could, but he was also unknown. She really didn’t know how to handle the fact he was her mate. He had searched for her and brought her back home to the island they were now on. The last thing she wanted to do was rush into something with a member of the royal family. That would be too much.  
 
    She sighed as they passed the castle, and then further down the lane they were on, she spotted a small roof. “Is that where we were going?”  
 
    “It is.” He chuckled. “You couldn’t possibly remember why that place is special to the both of us.”  
 
    “I don’t. I don’t think I do, though.” She said as she looked up at him. “It seemed to be the only thing we were headed for.” 
 
    “On the day of the blood ceremony, we had to stay there.” He said as he looked down. “Because you were still an infant at the time. We had other people there. Though that is the first place, we were actual mates. If you had stayed here, that would have been the place. We first became true mates when you were old enough.”  
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    “True mates?” The question hung in the air as they made their way to the cottage that was somewhat hidden from the castle, even though it was in plain sight. The air had changed as they got closer. It seemed even the small house that was there was full of secrets that she knew that she should know. She was not ready for this. She knew she had no other choice. This was her destiny. It was time to accept and embrace it. She knew she couldn’t hide from it or from him. He would follow her. He could because of the blood ceremony.  
 
    He opened the door, and she walked in, and then she was hit with overwhelming emotions. The house itself seemed to be the one thing that was overwhelming her. She was hit like she had been slammed into a brick wall. There was such an overwhelming feeling of regret in the house that she didn’t even understand where it came from. It seemed that things were just completely being thrown at her one at a time, and there was no way for her to get away from all of the feelings that she was feeling at the moment. He seemed to understand that this was going to happen, and he was ready to act as if he had to. Desiree just looked at him, knowing that he was able to probably feel the same thing as she was. 
 
    “You are my true mate. You are my blood mate. We should have been together this entire time, but because of the war, we weren’t. This house is where we should have begun everything. It knows who we are and what should have happened here that was taken away from us because of the war. What you’re feeling right now is what our parents had to go through when your parents died, and my parents had to fight. The lines of all of us crossed for years. So what happened back then is still right here. Here in this cottage, time stood still as it mourned for us. I don’t want you to feel overwhelmed like I know that you are right now. If you have to use my strength to get through everything.” 
 
    “I can’t use your strength. I don’t know-how. I was told that I was nothing from the time that I can remember. I was never taught how to use any of my gifts. They even told me that I was a half-blood.” Desiree responded that she just kind of sat down. Even though that there was perfectly good furniture in the room, she was still completely overwhelmed and didn’t want to actually touch anything. She was scared that it would begin to overwhelm her again now that she’s been able to get ahold of herself. 
 
    He sat down next to her and took her hand in his, and held it there. It was almost as if he was channeling his own energy into her so she would be able to handle everything that was going on swirling around her. Soon she was able to relax enough that she could look around and not feel like she was going to cry. This is still way too much for Desiree. This was way too much for any one person to have to deal with all at once. A few hours ago, if not only a day ago, she was nobody, and now he was telling her that she was everything that she was supposed to be. The fact that people were supposed to not know about her on the island was still confirmation to her that she probably shouldn’t be there at all. She did understand the fact that he wanted to have his mate, and he wouldn’t be able to be satisfied with anybody else but her because of the ceremony that their parents had had for them when they were young children. It was just another thing that was taken away from them. The choice.  
 
    She wondered if there was a way that she could release him. She knew that she wouldn’t be a good leader. She knew that she didn’t have the strength that was probably needed to be the next ruler of all of their kind. She was a nobody. She was nobody who didn’t know anything about her own culture. She could never learn enough. This was not supposed to happen to people like her. It was supposed to happen to the popular girls. The pretty ones. Not to girls as plain as she was.  
 
    “Don’t let the doubts that are here take over. From what my mother told me, your mother questioned everything about herself many times over. There was nothing to question, though she was an excellent ruler for her people. Understand that what you’re feeling right now is not what you are actually feeling. You’re feeling the remnants of all the emotion that was left here. Unfortunately, your parents died not far from here. This was probably one of their last stops. And they knew that they were being hunted. Everything that was here was probably touched by that, and you can feel it. One of the things that your side always had was the gift of intuition and emotion. You come from very strong stock, but at the same time, most of that is mental, and you need somebody to teach you how to use all of your gifts.” Gabriel said as he looked at her knowing that there was much that he could do, and some of that was to be there to listen to her. She needed him. 
 
    “What are your gifts?” she asked if she looked at him. 
 
    “Patience and understanding,” he replied as he looked at her and smiled, knowing that he was the one that caused all of her pain. If he had just left her alone, she would not be feeling it everything right now and completely overwhelmed. But she had a right to know her history, and he had a right to have her by his side as the next ruler of their kind. That was their birth rite. That was something they needed to accept and try to make their own way.  
 
    None of that changed the fact that they were both still going to have to try to figure out each other very quickly. Desiree had no one else to lean on. She was going to have to learn how to trust him, even though she didn’t know if she could. The thoughts were swirling around in her head. She was completely overwhelmed with them. This wasn’t going to help her, and she needed to learn how to focus all of her energy. She had been given a gift, a fairy tale. She just didn’t want to meet any of the villains from one of those fairy tales. She knew there was more than just him there. One of the villains still had to be there as well. It was another one of those overwhelming emotions that was there in the house.  
 
    Much like a warning to her.  
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    After the first wave of emotion came over her, she was able to settle down a little. Desiree had never felt quite like this before, and she knew that she had a lot of things to work through. She looked around the small house, and even though it was nothing more than a small cottage, it was probably still bigger than every house that she had lived in so far. She knew that everything in her life had been a lie. She was dealing with all of that, as well as finding out the truth about her parents and the woman that she had thought was her mother.  
 
    It was hard to accept. She was tired. She was overwhelmed enough, though she knew that she was still reeling through all she had learned. She was trying, though.  
 
    She was also working enough to understand that Gabriel was not trying to force her into understanding anything. He wasn’t moving very far away from her, but at the same time, he was giving her enough space that she needed. She was at least beginning to process everything that she had just learned. He knew that it was going to be a long period of time before she would actually be able to completely understand all the intricacies of everything that had happened to her so far in her very short life. He wasn’t going to try to rush her on anything just for the simple fact that he knew by doing that, he could push her away. He needed her. He needed her there with him.  
 
    She had been taught to run. It was in her genetics, as far as he could tell. Her family had been completely wiped off the island, and he didn’t even know if she had any real relatives left, even distantly. When the war had broken out, it was extremely bad for the minor royal families. Only his family had been left a completely intact, and though he knew that there with all the thoughts of that was something to that, he had never actually tried to put too much thought into the fact that everybody else had suffered mass casualties, but his family had not. Now that she was next to him finally, he would have the time to figure out the answers to his questions.  
 
    There were a lot of things that he didn’t understand about that period in their history. But right now, he was focused on the woman that was in front of him. He was actually pleased with the way that she looked. It had been one of those things that he had wondered about throughout the years. Would she be fair, or would she be pretty enough to look at during the day? Not that any of that really mattered. They were tied. They were reunited. Then, as he began to think about all the things she could have been, he started to wonder if he was enough for her. If he would be something that she would like.  
 
    There were so many questions that still were left in the air. He didn’t even know if she could transform yet. There were some of their kind that were unable to transform and chose to live in the human form for their entire existence. He knew their history and how they had begun, but it was always one of those things in the back of his mind if she was one of the rare ones or if she was just going to be plain. Not knowing was one of those questions that he had had for such a long time that it had basically taken root that she was this mythical creature. Now, looking at her, he knew that there were things about her that he would never understand, but she was real, and she wasn’t anything else but a person right now. He could look at her without any conflict. In his eyes, she was gorgeous. She would be the perfect mate for him.  
 
    Ultimately, their bloodlines had crossed multiple times to keep the royal family as royal as possible. They would be cousins or distant ones at least, but in recent times they have branched out to some of the minor families just to keep the lines intact and healthy. They had seen the humans and the results of their interbreeding within their bloodlines. They knew that they had to make sure that the line had no impurities or any defects that could be caused by constant replication. At least they could learn from the humans in some things.  
 
    Desiree was everything that he had hoped for her to be, at least physically. He knew that he was attracted to her, and he knew that it was more than just their blood ceremony. There was much more to her that he could probably learn in a lifetime, and he was going to try if she would allow him to. There were a lot of things that were going to be difficult. She had lived her life so completely different from what most of them whatever could understand. They were going to have many fights about different things. He knew that the future was going to belong in sometimes torturous. But he could see that she had a backbone. She would stand up to him as well. Hopefully, they could find a middle ground to work on, but that all depended on right now. She was going to be the perfect mate for him. 
 
      
 
    Desiree looked around the room and knew that this was the first time that she had really settled down since she had been taken from the house in the woods. “What’s going to happen to the woman who raised me?” She finally broke the silence in the air as she was thinking about all the things and all the people that she had come across. Well, she was missing from this place. 
 
    “She’ll have to answer for what she did.” Gabriel, he looked at her, knowing that she was probably still very caring for the woman who had raised her. He wasn’t going to tell her that the woman was probably going to be put to death. 
 
    “She wouldn’t have taken me unless she was told to. You said that your mother had sent me away so I would be safe. Why is it that she would have to pay for that?” Desiree looked at him and knew the answer already. The alphas made a choice to send her away, but they were not going to ever be held responsible for sending her away. In her own mind, the alpha’s luna had thought that she was saving the girl. Instead, it would be the person she had to act that paid the price.  
 
    “There are different ways that we do things here. She was supposed to bring you back after the war, but she never did.” Gabriel said, knowing that this was probably going to be very upsetting for her. He could understand that the woman was probably very much like a mother figure. That’s what she kept referring to the other woman as a mother. “Because she didn’t bring you back when she was supposed to. That turned her into an outlaw. You were never supposed to be gone from the island that long. That way, you would know who you were and what your culture actually is. Instead, it seemed that she took you from pack to pack to hide you for some strange reason.” 
 
    “She must have had a reason,” Desiree says. She just sat down on the couch that was there. She looked down at herself and wished that she had a few more clothes in her bag that she had been able to grab. Right now, she just wanted to change, and she wanted to sleep as long as she possibly could.  
 
    This had to be a dream or a nightmare. Either way, she wasn’t sure she wanted to be in it anymore. She wanted to think of anything but being here in this cottage and everything that she supposedly was. She wanted to close her eyes and ignore things for a little while.  
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    Gabriel didn’t know how long it was going to take for her to come to the conclusion she was part of this island. That she would feel comfortable enough to actually be at the castle. He knew that he needed to get the most basic supplies so they would be able to survive while she came to grips with her new reality. He was going to have to go and find some food at the castle for them to take. He wanted to stay with her at the same time. He knew, though, that she should be hungry after her trip. 
 
      
 
    It wouldn’t be the first time that he had raided the kitchen and the pantries, but he hoped that Desiree had at least the ability to cook a little since he really didn’t know-how. He didn’t want to leave her either, but he knew that he had to. “I’m going to run to the castle really quick. I’ll be back in a few minutes. I’ll bring back food. Is there anything that you want specifically?” he asked as he broke the silence at the two of them had let grow in the small room. 
 
    “No, there isn’t anything specific that I want,” Desiree said as she looked at him and tipped her head just enough to see if that she could see what he was really thinking about. She really didn’t think it was about food, but he was still better at hiding his emotions than she was. He was worried about her. He didn’t want to go either. It was plain to see because it was written on his face and in his eyes.  
 
    He nodded, and then he walked out the door, and she was left in the room by herself. It had a second floor, but she hadn’t been up there yet, and she really wasn’t ready to go up that way just yet, either. She assumed that there were bedrooms up there. That’s when she realized that she was really on her own. She didn’t have any family left to help protect her. She didn’t really have much of anything left that she had known her entire life. She wasn’t going to allow herself to feel bad about things that she didn’t understand everything about. There was no use for it. Now she was actually very grateful for the way that the woman who had raised her had raised her. Desiree knew hard times, and she wasn’t afraid of them. She wasn’t afraid of being at a new place all the time, either. She didn’t particularly like it, but she wasn’t afraid, at least of being in a new place. Right now, that was a huge gift that the woman had given her. Desiree had to wonder if that was part of her whole plan period to show Desiree the actual world so she would be able to deal with the world that she came from.  
 
    Desi just didn’t know. One minute she could feel at peace with everything around her, but the next moment, she was at a loss. It felt like she was screaming into a void, and the void was screaming back. She was glad that she seemed to absorb the emotions that hung like stale air in the cottage. She knew they had been there waiting for her. It was time for the cottage to be free from them as well.  
 
    She would find a way to fix the wrongs that had happened, and she would make sure that the woman who had raised her would not face death if she could help it. Especially since it would have been the alpha’s mate who had actually requested that the woman take her. She was just following orders. She had done what she had been asked as well. She had made sure that Desiree had been taken care of. 
 
    Desiree opened the door and just stood there, looking at the view from the open door and feeling the air that was there on the outside. There was still not really moving, but you could smell the water and the soft sea tang that was there. This wasn’t going to be the worst thing in the world for Desiree. 
 
      
 
    By the castle, Gabriel had walked into the kitchen in the pantry area and had already found a picnic basket that was waiting with his name on it. He smiled, knowing that the castle staff always had ears everywhere and probably already knew that the royal family was going to grow. There was much more that he needed to grab as well. He walked up a few flights of steps to his apartments and also saw that there was a bag packed and another bag that was right next to it. He didn’t know it was in the second bag, but he probably could guess that there were clothes and other personal items in the first bag. He shoved a blanket in it as well, just in case there wasn’t something there in the cottage.  
 
    He shouldered both bags, and then he went down and got the basket that was there. He didn’t pass any of the staff while he was there, and he had to think that there was something going on within the castle walls for that to happen. It wasn’t just good timing. He didn’t even really care what was going on. He was ready to get everything back to the cottage.  
 
    He walked out of the large doors, and though his presence wouldn’t be missed right away if he had to be gone for longer than a few weeks, he would probably have to say something to somebody. There had been many times where he had gone a few weeks without seeing either one of his parents. They had no issue with that as he was an adult now and was able to run around on the island anyway that he saw fit. He was the next in line to run the entire island and everyone else that was one of theirs. He could do whatever he really wished without having to answer to anyone. Even his parents.  
 
    Gabriel didn’t really like thinking about the future where he was going to have to rule over all of his kind. He didn’t even want to stay on the island most of the time. It wasn’t that it was a hardship or anything like that he believed it to be. It was time to redo the way that the hierarchy of all the packs worked. It was simple in his mind. Things had been done this way for far too long. A change was needed.  
 
    That was for another day as he began to walk back to the cottage that wasn’t that far. It would only take about five minutes to get to by walking. He could also feel the sunlight fading in the sky, and the scent of the water was reaching the inland pretty well today. He knew what that meant. There was a storm coming. He just hoped that he wasn’t going to get caught in it, and neither would she. 
 
    He would learn how to shelter her in the storm if that was the case, though. Somehow, he knew that she was much more important in life than he was. He chalked it up to the fact that she was his mate. He would defend her the way that he would defend himself until she learned how to do it for her on her own. That meant even if she chose never to learn how to. He smiled at the thought. He finally had a real purpose.  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 10 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    When Gabriel got back to the small cottage, he saw that the door was open. He had to wonder if it was actually Desiree who had opened the door at all. He hoped that it had been, and nobody had been there to give her any trouble. He didn’t actually want to have to deal with anyone invading their privacy for a little while, at least. That’s why he didn’t want to push her to go into the castle. He knew that she needed time to adjust to her new surroundings and her new reality. That was her life. If things had been different and she had been raised on the island, she would be at the castle right now. On her 18th birthday, she would have been transferred over to him. They didn’t really have a real ceremony for that happening. He would have taken responsibility for her then. She would have been his, regardless. She would be most likely living with him in his apartments already as well. They would be untied. At least they would have been by now if she had been there growing up. 
 
    When he neared the door, he saw her just sitting there, still within the cottage but just looking out the door. “Is everything OK?” he asked as he walked into the cottage and placed everything on the table. He went down and was closer to her size as she was slumped over, just looking at the sea and the trees in the distance, leaves blowing on the trees in the distance. The water wasn’t actually that far away from the cottage, and he knew that the storm was coming, but he didn’t want to say anything to her about it for the time being. That wind had started to pick up while he was on his way back from the castle. He could feel it in the air as well, as it was starting to get heavy.  
 
    “I’m just really tired,” she said in a defeated voice, knowing that he didn’t know anything about her just as much as she didn’t know anything about him. She had to learn how to trust him really quickly, and she didn’t know if she could. By all reasoning, her birth family had trusted him, and they all ended up dead. She didn’t want to dwell on the past, and she wasn’t going to hold the history of her family against this one particular man because he was nothing but a child at the time. It still hurt to know that she was really alone in this world. Though she knew that Gabriel believed that they were mates, she was really alone. In the grand scheme of things, she knew how blood always took over. Families were important for that reason because they would always choose you over somebody else. Even if that person was right. He would choose his family over her if he had to. She knew it.  
 
    “I am really sorry about the way that I brought you here,” Gabriel said as he shook his head and knew that everything had changed between them, probably right from the start, because he had her kidnapped as well. “I really didn’t plan for them to take you that way. I had no idea that they were planning on locking you in a ship’s cabin-like that either. If I had known, it would have been different, I swear. I can’t imagine everything that you’ve gone through, and that was their plan. I would have changed it. Nothing that I can say right now will make up for that.” 
 
    “I don’t blame you for what happened to me.” the words just hung in the air as she tried to stand up and found her legs to be shaky, knowing that she really hadn’t eaten all that much in the past couple of days. Hunger was nothing new to her. There were many days and weeks that the meals were so small at the house when she was growing up that sometimes they went to bed extremely hungry. Her mother and her brother sometimes would do things that she didn’t know about just to make sure that there was food on the table. Because they did not belong to any pack, the pack didn’t feel the need to share any of their bounties. They just allowed them to stay with them because of the kinship of their kind. There was nothing that Desiree actually understood about their kind, except that unless you were really a member of the pack, it didn’t matter. You were nothing but a stranger who lived within their purview. She had never been accepted. The family had never been accepted. She knew she never really would be, no matter what she did.  
 
    “Do you want to eat now?” he asked as he looked at her, knowing that she could possibly fall over her because she probably hadn’t eaten in days. 
 
    “Not really,” she said as she continued to look outside, even though she was now standing. “There is a storm coming, isn’t there?” 
 
    “Are you actually talking about the weather, or are you talking about you being here?” 
 
    “Both, I think.” then again, there was nothing but silence as the two just looked outside the window, and then she turned and looked at him.  
 
    She had never really seen anyone with the same color eyes as he had. Most of the packs had brown eyes. She had seen them change numerous times and their eyes just became a little bit lighter and almost like a jack-o’-lantern. They glowed in a way like a candle was behind them. His eyes were blue, though. They held an intelligence that not many people in their kind were outwardly showing. He knew things about their particular kind and everything else that had gone on in the world. He knew that he was supposed to be a leader. She knew that he could probably answer all of her questions, even though she really didn’t even want to voice them. 
 
    “Ask the questions that you want to know the answers to. I will do my best.” the simple answer was there she was, looking at him in the eye. She knew that he wasn’t going to lie to her. If he actually could, it wasn’t going to be something that he would risk doing. He knew that he had found her for a reason. He wanted to move forward to the next evolution of their kind. He knew that he would never find satisfaction with another woman because she was literally his blood mate. 
 
    “Tell me about the war.” 
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    “Why would you want to know about that?” he said, knowing that was going to open a bunch of wounds that she really didn’t need to deal with right then and there. She already had enough to deal with, realizing that pretty much her entire life had been a lie. There were a lot of things that he would say to her, and he would never hold anything back just because she had the right to know what was going on with their people. Whether she realized it or not, she was already their Princess. There were a lot of things that she needed to come to grips with because he was basically what would be the equivalent of a crowned Prince, and they were already given to each other by their parents. An arranged marriage, of sorts. He understood that she had the right to know, but at the same time, everything was coming to her so quickly that it was going to be an issue with the way that she had to deal with things. Mentally, he didn’t know if she was able to comprehend all of the small details that were all there, and they needed to be understood so they could move on. 
 
    “I want to know about the war for the simple reason that I need to know. It’s one way that I’ll be able to accept the past if I actually understand what happened.” Desi said as she looked at him and met his eyes, and then he could understand how she had to know everything about this. She had every right to understand what their people had gone through. She knew that it was going to be an issue for them. She had to understand what had actually happened in the war that had cost her family so much. 
 
    “The war actually took place about Seventeen and a half years ago. There was rather short-lived. It seemed that it was just as powerful as anything else that could have raged on. It only lasted about a year, though they call it the five-year war for some reason. I was too young to actually remember too much of it. I did have to go into hiding for a little period of time, but not like you. I knew who I was. I was five when it started. The tensions that were here were so high that it was understandable that even I could understand what was going on. I remember your mother frantic right after you were born because she knew that she had brought you into this world, and it was going to turn dark very quickly.” Gabriel said is he just hung his head low. He knew that talking about everything was going to bring back the memories that he had brought himself to hide. A lot of things that happened during that time, and he had actually seen people ripped to shreds before him before he had gone into hiding. There were a lot of things that he didn’t want to remember about the war. However, he continued because he knew that she needed to know, “no one actually talks about it too much anymore. It started with one of the other minor families. They didn’t particularly like the fact that they didn’t have as much equal vote as some of the higher family members. It seemed that jealousy was starting to rage its ugly head, and it didn’t end with just going after the royal families. It filtered through the entire base of our kind. Other families that serve us also had to deal with everything that was going on with us. I’m not sure how bad it actually reached around the world, but it was bad here. Europe also was really bad as well. That’s where I was hiding. You were obviously taken somewhere else. If one of us had not survived, it would have fallen on the other to make sure that our kind did find peace, eventually. They separated the two of us for that reason; otherwise, we should have been kept together.” 
 
    “How would they even know where I was? You said you’ve been searching for me for years?” Desiree asked as she just shook her head, knowing that she was going to question the smallest detail right now. That was one of the biggest flaws in her mind. She didn’t exactly understand how she had become so cynical about certain things, but she always remained that way. She wanted to know all of the details of every aspect of everything so she could make a more informed decision. Now she probably thought that was about the fact that she was one of the ruling families of their kind. She almost wanted to go back to each one of the packs that she had lived in the past and rub it in their faces. They had all made her feel like she was worthless and nothing. Come to find out, she was supposed to be everything to the entire species that they all were. However, she wasn’t vengeful like that; otherwise, she would make sure that Gabriel took care of every single one of them, knowing that he probably could have them all wiped off the planet and not bat an eye about it. If she had done something like that, though, she would never be able to live with herself.  
 
    “Desiree, you never were forgot. Least of all by me. However, I had more of a motive to find you than anyone else, but if I hadn’t been here, then they would have found you just as easily as I had, even though it did take years for me to find you. They would have searched every pack in the entire world because they had no idea that you would be hiding with one of them. It wasn’t easy to find you, but it was necessary. It would have been even more necessary if I had not been here. My parents are old now. The time will come quicker than most for us to move to that particular spot as the true alpha of our kind.” 
 
    “I don’t want to be an alpha.” Desiree said if she looked at him, “I really don’t even want to be your Luna, and if I’m perfectly honest. I want to be my own person.” 
 
    “I understand, but they’re just titles that we will have. Desiree, I really look forward to getting to know you, and I understand that you have a lot of questions about the war and everything else and I will try to answer them the best that I can and if I can’t answer them at all, I’ll find somebody who can. I’m not going to try to hide our history or the fact that it was a horrible situation where people were dying that shouldn’t have been dying.” He just closed his eyes and tried to will away all of the memories that he could remember. He had forced them down multiple times already because he didn’t want to have to deal with the fact that he remembered all of that. He remembered his father acting in a way that no person should have. He remembered things about his mother as well. He didn’t want to actually believe that his family was acting like nothing more than baseless animals. 
 
    “Then tell me more.” 
 
    “I’m not exactly sure the day that it started, but things went downhill very quickly. Soon there were guards everywhere, and it had to do with the fact that everybody was under attack. There was no place that was safe. Brothers and sisters were fighting against each other to try to move up the latter to get closer to the royal families. Soon it just seemed that there was just so much going on that nobody could actually end the fight. It wasn’t until your parents’ deaths had reached every corner of the world that people started to realize what had happened. The people that were there who have been taught since birth how to rule and who was kind and because of the fighting and the senseless and baseless acts. They were gone. Because of all of this senseless fighting. Their deaths ended the war.” 
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    “Tell me about them.” She said softly.  
 
    “Your parents?” he asked. Then he realized that he had opened this can of worms himself. She really had no idea how her parents were. She didn’t know them. “Your mother was one of the nicest people I’d ever met. She was my godmother. She was my mother’s best friend. They were cousins, I believe. Most likely, they were distant cousins, though. Your mother was one of those people that it didn’t matter how distant the relationship was. It was always there. She loved to smile and always had one on her face.” 
 
    “What about my father?” Desiree asked as she looked at him and was hoping that the man was nice and that he had actually enjoyed being a father. 
 
    “He was a little difficult, but for the most part, he was one of those people that would get down and play with everybody. He did it with you. When everybody had said that you should have been a male heir, he didn’t care, period. I remember him carrying you around when you were first born. He wouldn’t even let me see you.” Gabriel said with a smile as he remembered the two people for the first time in a very long time.  
 
    “Why?” she asked as she looked at him and blinked her eyes, knowing that she really couldn’t mourn for the people that she didn’t know. Now, she could feel the energy between them rising in the room. She didn’t really want to bring up the dead too much, but she needed to know what kind of people her parents were. She thought she should know about them just a little.  
 
    “I was a little rambunctious when I was younger. More so that it was for your safety than it was for anything else. He just didn’t want me to be a little too rough with you. I didn’t quite understand that you were a baby. I just thought you were a small pet, almost.” Gabriel laughed as he remembered the memory. He knew that she needed to know about her family. It only made sense that she would need to know. There wasn’t anything that he could do about that, and he was the only one that she could ask questions. In a way, that meant that she actually trusted him, and he was willing to work with that. They needed to build their trust for them to be as strong as her parents had been and his parents had been. Since the war, his parents barely spoke to each other. 
 
    Her parent’s death wouldn’t be in vain if they had met and couldn’t manage to grow together instead of apart. It wasn’t going to be easy to forge that bond because he knew that she was one who had never been gifted the chance to have someone to trust. It would be like fighting a brick wall all the time with this one small thing and these memories, though he was hoping that wall was getting thinner and he would not have to fight as much. He didn’t want to fight at all, but he was thinking about the future. He only wanted to see her smile, and he knew she had not had the life where that was easy for her to do.  
 
    “What else can you remember about them?” Desiree asked as she settled into a seat instead of sitting on the floor where she had been. Though she had been looking at him, now she stood up and sat down at the table that still gave her the view of the water and the trees in the distance. That scene before her was calming to her. The scent that was there in the air was getting stronger by the minute, though.  
 
    “Your mother’s favorite color was blue. You could always find her in a blue dress. Your father used to wear the same color blue when he would go out to fight. During the training, he would wear a scarf or something of your mother’s. It was one way we could tell who was who on the battlefield. And I’m not talking about the war; I’m talking about the fighting that we have to do to train to make sure that the war will never happen again. Back then, it was just in an arena, and it was for fun.” Gabriel said as he looked at her and knew that no matter what he said, it would sound bad. His whole childhood had to deal with the aftermath of the war and being locked in the castle, and having teachers in people brought into teaching him things. He hated it, but he also understood it because he had been here. Now the island was mostly peaceful. 
 
    Gabriel looked at her and knew that he really couldn’t give her all the answers that she wanted right now. He didn’t even know if his words would even comfort her at all. She was exhausted, and she needed to eat. When he put the bags down that he had shouldered after realizing that they were still there, he thought that one of them might have some clothing in it for him at least. He opened them up and found that there were things that had been gathered by the staff in the castle for her to wear as well. “I know that things have been extremely difficult in the past day for you. However, right now, you need to rest and clean yourself up a little bit. Here are some fresh clothes for you to wear that they gathered at the castle, which means that at least the castle staff know that you’re here. Chances are it’s probably spreading throughout the entire island by now that I found you. The royal guard that brought you here probably is dropping hints about you as well. They probably expect that soon enough, you and I will be making an announcement. For right now, all we have to do is learn from each other and also deal with any questions that you might have. I’ll always be there to answer your questions, and none of them will ever be stupid. But for right now, I think that you should just rest for the rest of the evening and relax. I know that might be hard, but I think if anyone actually deserves to relax, it is you..” 
 
    “The staff knows that I’m here?” Desiree asked if she was almost panicked. For some strange reason, it was like it was instinctual for her to want to run. She didn’t really want anyone to know that she was there. She didn’t even know she wanted to be there. She liked the idea of knowing who she was and having a few answers, but for right now, she wanted to be anonymous. She didn’t want to be this Princess that she supposedly was who was the next in line to be the mate to the alpha who ran everything. To her, that was actually worse than being a nobody in a pack that hated her. 
 
    She knew how to be the hated one. She had no idea how to be a princess. She had no idea how to be anything, really. Gabriel didn’t look scared. He looked at her with kind eyes and an understanding that seemed beyond his years. It had to be his gift, showing him the way. She just tried to calm the panic that was running through her veins as she nodded.  
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    Desiree went upstairs to go take a shower, and Gabriel just sat on the couch looking out the door towards the water. Her questions had brought up a lot of memories that he had been forced to keep down or he was told to keep out of his head.  
 
    “Whatever you do, make sure that my daughter stays safe,” Deidra said as she looked at her best friend in the entire world. Gabriel was nothing more than a few years old at the time, and they were both in the nursery with their mothers. It was one of the rare times that he had been allowed to go into the young girl’s nursery. He was just sitting there holding her on the floor as both their mothers looked at them. “You know as well as I do that they’re going to come for them. They’ll have to go through me first to get to her, and if they manage that, I want you to do whatever you have to do to make sure that my daughter stays safe.” 
 
    “Of course, you know that I would do anything to protect both of them as if they were both my own. In a way, they both are. She is the next in line for my son. She is the future of our kind. Of course, I would defend her in every way. I want you to do the same if something happens to me. Make sure that my son remains safe.” His mother said as he looked between the two of them. Something wasn’t right, though. The way that she was speaking wasn’t normally like that. And it had nothing to do with the fact that the world was starting to break out around them. There was something more. It was like his mother was playing a game with her best friend. Gabriel made sure that he remembered that memory and that it hadn’t changed with the different versions of what had happened. He had never really looked at his mother the same way after that day. He could remember that he actually asked his mother what game she was playing, and she got mad at him. It was the only time that she had actually ever smacked him across the face. That was another reason why he knew that something was definitely wrong with the way that they were acting.  
 
    He forced himself to remember that day. It was one of the last times he held Desiree when she was small. He couldn’t forget her, no matter how hard he had been pushed to over the years. He couldn’t explain it to anyone else. He couldn’t move away from her. He could not push her out of his mind.  
 
    Gabriel left shortly after and was sent to Europe. Desiree had already been sent to the Americas. Deidre and her husband had already died defending the castle. But Gabriel never forgot that particular incident. He had been told that he had imagined it for a very long time, but he knew that he didn’t. He remembered every aspect of it. He even remembered the smell in the room. The battling scents of their perfumes. The feel of Desi in his arms.  
 
    “What are you thinking about?” Desiree said as she came down the stairs dressed in the new clothes that seemed to be a little bit big for her. Gabriel remembered that her mother had been a little bit bigger, period. Of course, he had been so small that for once, he couldn’t actually judge how tall her mother had been. She had been a little bit shorter than his own mother, which he now towered over. He was trying to see things as he would now, and he knew he had to change his perspective. Desi was much smaller than her mother and her father.  
 
    “Your questions brought back some memories,” he said as he looked at her and just continued to blink his eyes, knowing that she was real and she was definitely in front of him right now. It was still like a waking moment when he saw her for the first time. It had been so long since they had been separated, almost 17 years, but he knew exactly who she was without even being introduced. He could feel the steering in his blood like there was nothing else. She was calling to him without even saying a word. 
 
    “What kind of memories?” She asked as she looked at him and made her way a little bit closer. Before he knew it, he reached out and snatched at her waist, and pulled her closer to him. Though he was trying to give her as much time as possible to understand who she actually was and to feel comfortable with him, he needed her to be right there with him. She didn’t fight with him when he did do that. He didn’t expect her to either, though it wouldn’t surprise him if she had just because. 
 
    “It was a memory of you and me playing in the nursery. It was one of the very rare chances that I got to go into your nursery and see you. It must have been right after the blood ceremony, because you and I were both dressed up. We were sitting on the floor playing. One of the things that you liked a lot was when somebody held you. I remembered that. Your parents held you most of the time. I did when I could. I was holding you, and our mothers were discussing and pleading with each other to make sure that the other child stayed safe if something had happened to them.” Gabriel said softly, as he just wanted to relish in the fact that she was right there in front of him. Even though they had both grown up and in completely different ways, it had to be more than the blood ceremony that drew him to her. She was so tiny, and he just wanted to make sure that everything was going to be good in the world for her. It was a realization that he wasn’t exactly afraid of, but at the exact same time, he was sure he was going to mess up somehow. All he needed to do in life was keeping her safe. Her size might be an issue for her safety.  
 
    “I’m sorry. I didn’t mean for you to have to go through this again. I’ll be more careful with my questions next time.” Desiree said as she hung her head down. 
 
    “I want you to ask whatever questions you need to ask. Don’t be afraid of how I feel about them. If you need to know an answer and you think I might know it. I want you to ask me. I will never hide anything from you. Including this.” he said as he looked into her eyes and reached up and cupped her cheek, “there was something going on that day. I remember thinking it at the time, and I made sure that I held on to the memory instead of what I was told happened. I remember that day. I also heard things about that day that weren’t the things that happened. It’s one of the reasons why I held off on trying to find you for as long as I possibly could. I think that you are in danger, and I think that you are always in danger here, and I hate to say it like this, but I believe that my mother had something to do with your mother’s death.” 
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    Desiree was exhausted. His last statement just hung in the air and was also one of the most damning things that she had ever heard in her entire life. The look on his face was almost completely excruciating pain just for the simple fact that he didn’t want to doubt his own mother, but something in his memories was telling him that it was a lot more than what he had been told in the years afterward. Desiree didn’t have the same issues because she couldn’t remember anything from before she had left the island. 
 
    She went to the couch and just sat next to him and looked out the window at the trees and watched as the leaves blew in the wind. The soft sound that was coming off of the trees and the smell of the ocean will still be becoming closer to the small cottage. Desiree had never been one that actually liked water that much. But right now, just being able to see it off in the distance over the trees that were blowing in the wind, it was a calming aspect of this that she never expected. She knew she was in a tailspin of sorts with everything she had gone through in the past day. She never expected one of her simple questions would bring him down into one as well. She didn’t want him to feel the same way she did.  
 
    The silence just filled the entire room and was like a giant white elephant that was off in the corner. No one wanted to break the silence. Desiree just closed her eyes for a few moments and then realized that the tears were already scraping at her eyes. She couldn’t actually tell if she was upset, or she was just overtired or completely overworked mentally. It wasn’t like her to want to cry. Crying had been something she never could do. “It didn’t help anything,” her mother had said. “It didn’t change anything around you but make people think you were weak.” 
 
    It took a few moments before Gabriel actually noticed that she was silent and had her eyes closed, but she was crying. The sight before him broke his heart in a way that he had never actually experienced before. His clan was warriors. He was supposed to be invincible in the end because of his bloodline. Both of his parents were from the same clan type. He was never supposed to show emotion. He knew that. He knew that he was supposed to have the same cocky arrogance that his father had, but he just didn’t have it. When he saw that the tears were falling from her eyes, he didn’t know exactly what to do. He had never been put in the position where he had actually had to comfort somebody before. However, with her, he was going to have to learn very quickly. One saving grace was that he was not unintelligent and could figure things out rather quickly when he had to. Right now, he had to. He was going to take a crash course in learning what she needed from him. He would do anything to have her stop crying and to never do that again.  
 
    He wrapped an arm around her and just pulled her closer to him, hoping that the physical strength that he had would be enough to help her fight off whatever was bothering her at the moment. He knew that he had opened up a horrible can of worms for her and didn’t want to actually have to deal with all of the aftermaths of something that had happened so many years ago. She deserved to know her history, though. She deserved to know what her mother and father were like. She had probably been lied to her entire life, and she didn’t actually know any of the reasons why she had been kept secret for so long. Soon he felt the warm tears through his shirt, and he knew that he wasn’t exactly sure of how he was supposed to continue when this was actually physically hurting him as well. He was more aware of her pain, both mentally and emotionally. He thought about it. First, it was because of the gifts he had, but he knew it was because of the blood they shared. In many ways, they were one already.  
 
    “I’m sorry.” she gulped as she kind of pulled away. He didn’t know how to react to that. Instinctually he just pulled her closer again. His large hand spread out on her back and just held her there gently. He knew if she was hurting, he was as well. Now he understood how sometimes he would just get waves of pain that ran through him when he was hunting for her. They were connected. It was more than a simple thing. It was something he could not explain at all. He just knew it was there.  
 
    “Don’t be sorry. You have every right to be upset. The sad fact is I don’t know the correct words to try to help you. To try to make things a little bit easier for you. I don’t have those magic words.” he said softly. “I wish I did, Desi. I wish I could say something and make all the extra emotions disappear.” 
 
    “My entire life, I’ve been told that I didn’t fit in. That no pack would want me. Little did I know that it was because my pack was completely gone. You know she wasn’t a bad person. She tried her hardest to make sure that we had food and shelter. She moved from pack to pack because they kept kicking us out because we were a burden to them. We weren’t blood. Now I find out that I have absolutely nobody.” Desiree said softly. She just shook her head. It was one thing to find out that she was a Princess of some sort, but it was more to find out that there was no one left from her own bloodline. There was no one there that she could rely on without a doubt. She had no real family left. She never even had the chance to know them. Everybody else in the world was going to want something from her, and she didn’t know if she could actually provide that. She didn’t know anything about her own history until today. And it took him kidnapping her from the one place that she felt safe for her to know any of this. No one had actually ever thought to tell her why the other packs that hated her so much from the beginning to the end. Not even the woman who was supposed to be her mother or her brother. Desi was left to wonder if the other woman would have told her before the ceremony within the pack in a few days. What if, on the off chance, someone had chosen Desi to be their mate? There were so many what if’s that hung around her as she sat there wrapped up in his arms. They hung like swords pointed right at the young girl’s heart.  
 
    “You’re not alone,” he said softly as he pulled back just to look into her eyes. Much like his own, they were completely different from most of the packs. That was one of the things that always shocked everybody was their eyes when they were younger. They could have been brother and sister with the unusual color that was there. He knew that they weren’t because no one would have allowed the simple blood ceremony to happen if they had even remotely been closely related. They might be more animalistic than normal humans, but they were not rushed in the way that they did things for the royal family, at least. He wouldn’t speak on things about the pack because he didn’t know, “you don’t have any family, but you have me. I know that might not be much right now, but hopefully, you can learn to trust me and rely on me as well. We are destined to be together. It was written in the stars supposedly. It’s one of the reasons why I had to find you. There would be no next generation without you. But even more than that, you are my other half.” 
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    When the two ate in silence and then went to the second level of the cottage, she looked around. Though it was one floor, it was also one room. It was more like a loft than an actual second floor. She had lived in a few of those before as well. She didn’t mind the openness of the room.  
 
    There were two pallets made that were side by side. She didn’t care because she had slept in a lot less with nothing to her name. Gabriel had not tried anything with her, and she knew he did seem to care about her. She did not believe that he would force her to do anything that she was not ready for. She didn’t even know what she was ready for in the end. She laid down and was out so very quickly.  
 
    Gabriel also laid down at the same time, and he could feel the pull to her. He knew that she had been exhausted, and she also needed to rest. He hoped that she would have some clarity in the morning, but he also knew it would take time. He had uprooted her entire life in one quick move. He was surprised that she still seemed pretty open to him and the idea that he was there. Though he knew that it was probably nothing more than her being overwhelming tired. He watched her as she slept and knew that he was blessed to have her as a mate. She was everything he remembered her to be. Though it seemed she was much smaller than she should have been. He didn’t care. There was nothing that was standing on his way to find her to be what she was, perfect for him. This was just the beginning for them.  
 
    He closed his eyes and waited for the sleep to take him as well. Sometime during the night, he found himself wrapped around her. When the morning light finally filled the room, though, he had tried to draw the curtains to make sure that nothing got in so she could continue to rest, knowing that she needed it. The light was still coming throughout them, though. It was dancing on the floor in spots, though he could see it wasn’t near them for the time being. He stayed there next to her with her tucked under his arm, knowing that she was dead to the world and probably had cooled off throughout the night as well. All he was doing was trying to keep her warm.  
 
    She blinked her eyes open a few hours later and, for a second, was filled with a mild panic as to where she was. Then she felt the arm wrapped around her. She was surprised by the touch, which added a little weight to her, but in a good way. She felt better now that she could think again, though everything was still muddled.  
 
    “Good morning.” He said as she turned to lie a little flatter. He didn’t find the need to remove his arm, and he just let it stay there as she moved. He didn’t think it bothered her too much. She had not said anything about it yet, at least. 
 
    “Morning.” She said as she stretched a bit more. Her voice was rough when she did talk. Though she didn’t want to move. It seemed he didn’t either.  
 
    She turned to face him, and he couldn’t hold back himself anymore. This was what he had been waiting the last ten years for. When he knew that, he had to find her and only her. He moved quickly and then found himself only a few centimeters away from her mouth. He looked at her to try to read her, and when her eyes closed slowly, he knew that it would be okay to move forward.  
 
    His lips softly touched hers, and it was like it was an explosion within him. All the feelings he had been holding back on were there. They were in front of him and all-encompassing him as well. There was no resistance from her, and then he began to deepen the kiss slowly. He could only hope she didn’t feel rushed by his actions, but he simply had to do this.  
 
    The time stood still. He found himself pulling her close to him. She was melting as much as he was into the kiss. He had not meant for it to feel like they were drowning in the depths. He wanted her to know he was there. Now he was feeling something new in his veins. She was too.  
 
    Soon they wrapped up even more. The blanket that was between them was no longer there. They were pressed up against each other. He pulled back slightly to see how she was really reacting to the kiss. Though she was responding to him, he wanted to make sure that he was not overstepping any lines that were there. She opened her eyes slightly and looked at him, and the color had deepened as they were hazy and trying to focus on him.  
 
    He kissed her again to see if they had the same burning result. They both did. She let out a little hum, and he knew in this was he lost. All the reins were now gone. Even the self-imposed ones that he had placed on himself so she would be able to find her feet. The explosion that was happening within themselves and the room was something that he never expected to have to deal with. He had heard that it was completely different when you had a mate, but he didn’t realize the huge difference between the different kinds of mates. This was much more powerful than what he had heard about.  
 
    She was his blood mate. Almost in a way, she had been born just to fulfill that prophecy that the two lines would cross. That wasn’t the way that he looked at her, but it was the way that some had. He had heard the rumors that people had already taken a huge dislike to her without even knowing if she was still alive or not. It was this simple fact of their kind. He would have known, though, if she wasn’t still alive. Then he would be stuck for the rest of his life without a true mate. He was happy to find her. He was happy to have her there. He was exploding with her soft touch. This was how it was going to be between the two of them. 
 
    Right now, they had something that they had both not expected. No one had expected that they would be able to find each other with seven billion people on the planet, including many of their own kind. He had done the impossible when he had found her. Now he understood how powerful the two of them would be to each other. This connection between them would only grow.  
 
    It was almost something like a fairy tale. He never expected any of this that he would actually feel the attraction and know that she did as well. However, he also knew that he had to hold back just a little bit because she needed more time. He didn’t know if he could, though. That might be too much for him to do.  
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    As the two just lay there continuing their kissing and the slight exploration of each other and themselves, they knew that nothing more than this could happen, so they were going to make the most of it. At least right now. A lot of things that Desiree has been told to her entire life were now coming to the forefront of her mind. She wasn’t trying to think of things that her mother, or the one that had raised her, had actually said numerous times throughout her life that people would only want her because of her body. It had to be completely different with Gabriel because he was her mate. He was the prime reason that she had been found in restored to this island. In a way, she felt better than she had and for a very long time, but at the exact same time, she felt a lot worse than she ever had before. 
 
    The fire between them just grew even more than she had expected it would. It seemed like both of them were burning. His large hand was splayed across her back, and in the coolness of the morning, it was burning like almost leaving the brand. When he pulled back to just look at her for a moment, he lifted her wrist and then placed a small kiss right there on the small scar that she never understood why it was there. 
 
    “This is from the ceremony,” he said as he looked at her, knowing that she probably had no idea. Then, somehow, his mouth found hers again. The explosions continued in the room between them. These slight small touches that they were exploring each other with were enough to keep driving them to not part or get up for the rest of the day. It was like they could not pull apart from each other for even a minute without diving back into the fire that surrounded them. 
 
    The heat in the room was rising to a fever pitch. They both knew they needed to slow things down, but every time they pulled away from each other, they found themselves being drawn back in. With the quickness, they found this pull. They were both sure this was perfectly fine to do, but they both didn’t want to go further than this.  
 
    Though they were both feeling the pressure of the other one. There was a line. Neither of them would cross it. The surrounding air was hot and heavy, though the air outside was probably cool.  
 
    “We need to slow down.” Gabriel finally stated out loud, and she agreed. He managed to bring the fever down a bit with a few well-placed kisses, and then he held her against him. As soon as they were more cooled off to the point, they could both look at each other without the fire jumping up to burn them again. The room changed. It seemed there was air again. It seemed like the two could breathe without being consumed by the fire that had been circling around them since the first kiss. 
 
    “Thank you for not pushing for more,” Desi said as she looked at him. “I do know that you have the right to use me when you choose to.” 
 
    “Who told you that?” he asked. 
 
    “It is the way of most of the packs.” She said as she looked at him. “When the alpha wants you, that is what you have to do. It really doesn’t matter where or when either. You simply can’t refuse.” 
 
    “And did an alpha want you before?” he asked. He didn’t even realize that his voice had growled the words out. The idea that someone could have used her was one thing. She was his. It was another for someone not to care at all about their mates. Even secondary mates were still important to some, and they should have been treated better than cast-offs.  
 
    “Why would anyone want me?” Desi replied with a laugh that filled the room. “Most of the packs we lived with hated me. They would use me to do tasks. They would never mate with me because I was worthless in their eyes. They did use my mother, though.”  
 
    “And she was the one who told you all of this?” he asked again. 
 
    “No. It was more understood.” There was nothing else she could say. It was a fact that her mother was the one the alphas had wanted. Desi was often left either in a group of others her age that also didn’t like her or at home while her mother tried to earn her place in the pack. She had not ever seen anyone be nice or kind. It was all or nothing. If they liked you, it was better for the pack for you to be treated well. No one liked Desi. She never had a chance to be liked before.  
 
    Desi had always thought that if her mother had become one of the Lunas that she would be treated slightly better. Now she knew that her mother had done everything to protect her. She had used herself as a bargaining chip to gain some protection to help save the girl. Desi felt even worse than she had.  
 
    “What?” he asked as he pushed the hair back off of her face. He could read her so well already. Something changed within her when she thought about the other packs.  
 
    He had been glad she had never been used by another alpha. The reasoning, though, was not that of one he could agree with. She was perfect. They were blind. However, she was and always had been spoken for.  
 
    “My mother did all of that to protect me,” Desi replied. “She used herself to gain protection for me. She moved us to stronger packs over the years. She was trying to always find a way to protect me.”  
 
    “That was her task,” Gabriel said with a sigh. He thought Desi was sweet right then and there. She loved these people who had been around her and who had saved her. He knew what he had to do. “I will talk on her behalf when the council meets to judge her.” 
 
    “You will?” Desi asked with widened eyes. That was something she didn’t expect from him. However, it was exactly what she needed to hear. The fact he was willing to do that for her meant a lot to her.  
 
    “I cannot promise you it will change anything, but I will. I see how much they mean to you, and that doesn’t mean nothing to me as well. She kept you safe. She kept you alive. She did exactly what she was asked to do. She should not be punished for that.”  
 
    “Thank you, Gabriel,” Desi said as she leaned forward and kissed his cheek.  
 
    “Well, I think that might actually deserve a little more than a kiss on the cheek.” He chuckled as he pinned her again to the floor. He knew they had just cooled the fires within them, but he could not resist. He kissed her again, knowing that it was going to start them burning again.  
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    As the morning grew, but the pair only stayed in bed. They knew they did have to get out of it. Though neither one of them actually wanted to. Eventually, his stomach started to growl, and he knew that it was time for them to eat something. For right now, he was the one in charge. He was the actual adult. He didn’t actually know how he felt about that or not because it was something that he never expected that he would have to play the role of. Not that he wasn’t responsible, but he was now completely responsible for her and her safety. And that meant her health as well. 
 
    “Come on, we have to eat. Then I can show you around the rest of the island if you want. We don’t have to stay in this little cottage all day.” Gabriel said with a smile. He wanted to share everything with her. He wanted her to understand where she came from. Even though he couldn’t replace the things that had happened over the past few years between all of the packs in the world, he could give her back her past. 
 
    “Are my parents buried here?” she asked as she looked at him, knowing that she had to change her clothes, and she looked in the bag that was next to her. There was a dress and some small pants. Luckily, they did actually fit because she was smaller than most women her age. She was definitely going to be considered the runt of the litter, even though she was the only child that was born to her parents. 
 
    “They are,” he said as he looked at her, and she could see the cloud of pain that was clouding over his face. She didn’t actually want to go see them, and if it actually hurt him at all, she didn’t want to be the one to inflict that pain. She just wanted to know. 
 
    “One day, but not today. Today is a new beginning,” she said with a slight smile as she looked at him, and he relaxed again with his features, and his eyes cleared quickly. 
 
    He knew that this wasn’t going to be easy between the two of them with finding their balance, but he was hoping that at least having her there in the cottage for a week or so was enough that she would be able to find her feet again. She had a lot to learn about their kind, and she also had a lot to learn about the ruling. He wasn’t going to push her in any direction until she was comfortable in her own skin. 
 
    That wasn’t his place to force her to accept what was there in front of them. His place was next to her and to make sure that she was secure in everything. They were going to be the rulers of all their kind. But they had to be comfortable with each other first. That’s exactly why he wanted to make sure that he didn’t completely ruin everything with the way that he had her abducted and brought back. He knew that he should have gone on this particular mission, but at the same time, he knew that he couldn’t actually leave the island for any period of time; otherwise, all hell would break loose. Right now, he was one of the few things that were keeping the peace with the prospect of a new leader that wasn’t going to send them all back into another war. That was what the rumors were saying, at least. That his father was the one that caused everything and that his mother had helped. He needed to make sure that she understood that as well. He didn’t want it to come back and bite or try to separate from them. He knew that a wound like that could actually be worse than a vampire’s bite as it festered and ate away at you. That was not something he ever wished to see on anyone, especially her.  
 
    He often found the folklore of the humans to be something of an amusement. They weren’t exactly that true in the way that they had been portrayed to the humans. Most of the time, most of these humans have never even come in contact with a werewolf, and if they had, they were probably on their human side. Most humans wouldn’t even remotely have a clue as to how many times they’ve actually interacted with some of these quote supernatural beings. Gabriel thought it was absolutely hilarious because, in all actuality, the people that were the ones who worshipped different deities were often worshipping things like vampires and even of their kind. It wasn’t Frankenstein or Dracula. It wasn’t even the picture of the hairy werewolf that everyone thought of. Most of the time, werewolf men were not exactly hairy. At least not in human form. He knew that he wasn’t. When he was in wolf form, it was slightly different. His coat was actually the same color as his hair. He was one of the unique ones that didn’t change all that much. Some completely changed to different colors. He was easier to see on the field than some others. 
 
    “Have you ever transformed before?” He asked as he looked at her, knowing that she was probably going to be a lot smaller than most female wolves. She would be the size of a child wolf at best, he had to think as he looked her over.  
 
    “No, I haven’t. My mother would never allow me to transform. The simple fact is I really don’t know how to, and no one in any of the packs would ever show me.” She replied as she looked at him, knowing that this was going to be probably an issue for him. Instead of looking her over like she was nothing to him, he smiled. It was nice to see. The caring way he looked at her was enough to make her forget that she felt like she was less than what she was. It was nice to have someone who seemed to care.  
 
    “If you really want to, I’ll teach you how to do it, but I would actually prefer if you never did. I have to assume that you’re probably going to be smaller than most of the other packs. I would prefer if you never had to try to take down a predator. It’s my job to keep you safe. If it’s necessary, I will be the one to change.” he said as he looked at her. She had never actually expected that somebody would try to respect her that way. Though she didn’t actually ever really want to change but at least she now knew that she had the option that she could learn. He would have been more than happy to teach her, but with the exception that she didn’t actually need to. That made all the difference to her. 
 
    She knew this was the beginning of learning how to trust someone other than herself. In a way, she was glad she really never had to learn, and she knew she could do nearly anything by herself. It was another to know that he was right there, and he wanted to help her with everything, including teaching her how to do to the things she should have been taught. He also accepted her for what she was and, even more importantly, what she did not want to become.  
 
    She needed to know more about herself and their kind, but that didn’t mean that she wanted to be like them. She didn’t really ever want to change her form. It wasn’t a drive that she had. She would like to learn at some point, though. He knew that he would teach her many things as they grew as friends and partners. She didn’t feel alone anymore.  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 18 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    After getting her ready and getting her to eat something that he knew he was able to start the day right, even though he knew it was a lot later than he wanted to start this. He couldn’t complain about the late start, though, because it was of his own doing. He would never complain about that. He actually began to wonder if he was ever going to be able to get out of bed before midday ever again, as long as she was next to him. That was one thing that he would have to figure out eventually. He honestly didn’t think that he could ever get enough of her. He had so many places that he wanted to take her today that he wasn’t exactly sure if they would make it. Though right now, he was going to take it easy and just keep up with what she could keep pace with. He was unsure how used to everything she would be. The island was small, and you could hike is pretty much in an entire day, but she would probably need to take breaks because she’s still in the process of resting from all of the turns of the past few days. She also needed time to experience everything. He knew they had time. He didn’t need to rush her. This would all be theirs to rule over one day, and she needed to see all the places. She would need good memories of them as well.  
 
    This was coming home in so many ways for her. Gabriel seemed to understand that even though he wanted to rush her uncertain things, he could never actually do it. So instead of getting upset later, he was going to make sure that he was going to take everything into effect the first time. That would be to do things a little bit slower. Give her time to adjust to her new situation and everything that came with it. There would be time for her to get a new wardrobe. There would be time for her to be able to do things on her own on the island without any help. But for right now, he just wanted to show her the main sights and let her explore her new home with her free will. Maybe there was going to be about a week that he wouldn’t go with her after that. He needed for her to be able to do things while he was busy doing the things that he was taught that he had to do. Eventually, his parents would probably abdicate the thrown to him. Then life would be different for both of them.  
 
    He would then rule their kind, and he would need her to help him. He had not seen a successful marriage in his parents, but the normal fact was that they didn’t normally share everything. He wanted to make sure that he did everything completely differently than the way that his parents did. He wanted to make sure that she shared all the responsibility of the entire island and everything else with him. That was going to take trust. And he also understood that right now, the physical aspect of their relationship was one thing, but he needed to earn her trust more than anything else. The way that they had actually come together with not exactly a way to build that. He basically kidnapped her and had her removed from the only place if she actually ever knew. It wouldn’t surprise him if one day she tried to run back. He had seen the flashes in her eyes the day before when things had gotten difficult. He figured that she would try at some point. At least she had not yet. That had to be a good sign, and he was reading it as one.  
 
    The sad thing was, he would always be able to find her. But at some point, if she continued to want to run away, he knew that he would have to actually let her. He didn’t want to think about that right now. He hoped that he would be able to convince her to stay with him. He had time to do that. He only hoped that it was enough. 
 
    They started out the door and knew that everything would be safe in the cottage as probably the entire island already knew that she was there and that they were going to be trying to figure out where they stood in each other’s lives. This wasn’t the normal posturing that would happen before a ceremony to unite the two of their kind, but it was still just as important they found their feet together. Everybody would understand, and nobody would try to interfere except for maybe his parents. Especially his mother. Eventually, he expected that the older woman was going to come and try to get her to be one of her ladies-in-waiting. That seemed to be something his mother would do to get in the way of him and his plans to keep her close. Which would mean that he would not be able to be close to her because she would be in service to the Luna. 
 
    Gabriel wasn’t going to allow that to happen, but he wasn’t also going to bring it up until it actually happened. He wasn’t going to borrow trouble, and he definitely wasn’t going to think about it today. He didn’t want to think of his parents. He didn’t want to think of the things they could do to make his life hell and hers worse than being tortured. Today was a new beginning for the both of them where they were able to get to know each other. It would be the start of the building, the trust that they need to build so that they could be fair rulers to everybody. 
 
    Desiree had a distinct advantage over him when it came to people. She had been treated so badly with all the different packs that she had been a part of that is she instinctually just knew how to deal with people. She didn’t want to cause any problems or start any waves, but he had a feeling that there was something underneath the calm exterior that she tried to portray. She was probably just as fiery as they had found out that the kiss could be. There was a lot that he was going to enjoy learning from her, and he also knew that he needed her perspective. They were going to be two sides of the same coin. And that is exactly how the ruling family was supposed to be. One was supposed to be the head, while the other was supposed to be the tail. He wasn’t exactly sure who was going to be what in this particular relationship, but he was going to figure it out. He was going to give her the time that she needed to figure it out as well. But today was for figuring out the entire island layout. Eventually, he would draw a map for her as well. 
 
    There wasn’t all that much on the island except for a few shops in the main part and the smallest castles, to which one had been empty since she had left. It was hers. She didn’t need to see that right now. In time, she would be able to be there. This was for the good sights of the island.  
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    The first place said he wanted to take her to with the Canyon that was right before the major cliff to the water on the other side of the island where she had not come in with the boat. It was one of his most relaxing places and also one of his favorite on the island. He had to and go there to just relax. He would look at the water and think about her. Knowing that she was somewhere out there. In his mind, he always knew that this would probably be the first place that he took her on the island. He had spent so much time there just trying to figure out how to find her. When they walked out of the house, he took her hand and led her down the path that brought them to a smaller path, but it was enough for them to work side-by-side hand in hand. She really wasn’t dressed for a major hike, and that was okay, because this one wasn’t necessarily one of the harder ones. This would be a simple and easy walk. They could take their time to get there and then relax for as long as she needed to.   
 
    The two made their way to the beginning of the Canyon, and she just looked around, and she was in awe of everything that she could see. The rocks themselves were almost like they had been painted in different colors. The only other thing that she could have ever seen like this was in one of the states that they had lived in. One of the towns that was close by had different colors of red rock. She hadn’t particularly liked it then because she often had to drain clean the red dirt and clay off of the floor to keep it as clean as possible. However, right now, she was absolutely in awe of the other sight that was in front of her. There were slight hints of blue and green within the darker colors. As if the crystals that were there were never touched. The flakes of other colors in the stones also shined through as soon as the light hit upon them in a certain way. It was one of the most intriguing and beautiful sights she had ever seen. 
 
    The wind was kicking up off of the water. It was cooling them down with the slight mist that was there in the air, almost hanging high above the crashing waves. Though they weren’t exactly overheated, it was just one of those nice refreshing moments. Then he looked at her and smiled. “There is much more now.” 
 
    “What do you mean there’s much more now?” she asked as she looked at him, and then she looked back at the rocks and was trying to find designs in them. It was almost like somebody had truly sat there and painted all of them. The patterns that were there almost didn’t seem like they could because naturally.  
 
    “This is just the beginning of the place that I wanted to show you the most.” He said with excitement in his voice, and he began to tug on her arm again to get her to continue on the path. It was a little bit more of a hike, and that they had reached the Canyon, but they needed to get to the other side, and there was one land bridge that allowed them to do that. It was about a mile in. With the air swirling around them in the mist off of the water that was hitting their skin, it was a nice refreshing aspect of the day. Luckily, there was hardly any cloud cover, but the sun didn’t seem to beat down on their skin. He was aware that she was extremely fair. He would be worried about sunburn for her, which is something that he rarely had to worry about anymore. He also knew that there was a lot of difference in the way that she had been raised, and probably she was kept in the dark most of the time. That was really the only reason why her skin would be so light to the point that it was almost glowing in the dark or translucent in some aspects. It wasn’t normal for their kind to be that particular color, either. They were normally found outside, and they would often have more tan skin. That also seemed to help with their coats when they shifted into their other forms.  
 
    When they finally reached the land bridge, she was slightly surprised that it was there. Did it happen to build on so that if something happened that was catastrophic, the bridge would still be there. There were wood slats on top of it, along with a rope railing. It was probably one of the safest places on the island if something had happened, like an earthquake. Not the way that the buildings have been designed. She kind of guessed that there hadn’t been anything like that in hundreds of years. Everything was an open older style that was slightly not built the same way that it would have been built where she had been raised. She didn’t think anything was better than the other. It was just the simple fact that they didn’t have to worry about that, at least not right now. 
 
    He started on the bridge and then realized that she should probably be in front of him. So, when he reached out and then placed her in front of him, she walked in. He was right there to make sure that she stayed balanced and didn’t lose any speed going across. She kept her eyes straight forward and continued to the other side. When they had reached it, which took a few moments, she looked around when she reached the land again and could see that things were different on this particular side. The trees were different, and so were the small little structures that were there. 
 
    “What are those?” she asked as she looked at the small structures, knowing that most of the men on the island probably could not fit in them at all. She had seen things like that where she had lived. They were called leprechaun houses there. Even fairy houses. Though it was really just a small structure to hide the pumps or power boxes in a better way. Humans didn’t really believe in either thing, and the ones that did were often looked down on as childish.  
 
    “Those are the offering to the others.” He said with a laugh, “did you think that werewolves were really the only mythical creature that still existed? This is something we know how to make sure that we honor the kind that came before us. Small as you are, I have to wonder if you’re actually a purebred pureblood as well? You must come from the others as well.” 
 
    “What are these others?” Desiree asked if she looked around, knowing that she didn’t actually seen anything. 
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    “She didn’t really teach you all that much about anything, did she?” Gabriel asked as he shook his head. “The others are a kind that came before werewolves, even before humans. They are timeless. I guess the humans would actually call them fairies. At least, I think that’s what the term is. We have all sorts of tales about them, but we know that they are one of the most powerful creatures in the entire planet’s existence. Like I said, they are timeless. We honor them by giving them these places to stay.” 
 
    “You believe in fairies?” Desiree said she almost started to laugh. She couldn’t believe that this man in front of her could actually admit to the fact that he believed in something that was absolutely unfounded. Something like fairies as well. They were supposed to be nice little creatures, she thought. Not something powerful like what he was saying, at least. She really couldn’t believe him right now. He had to be playing with her somehow.  
 
    “We don’t dismiss what we can see. But most of the time, we actually do know that they are here sometimes. Things get moved in a way that we can start to see the difference. As long as we give them the offerings, they leave us alone. It’s almost like they will guard our kind. We will continue to do this even when you and I rule. Just for the simple fact that we’re not going to take any chances. I think part of the reason why the war didn’t blow up the way that everyone had hoped it or thought it would, was because we made offerings to the others.” 
 
    “I still can’t believe that you believe in fairies,” Desiree said. She just shook her head and looked around and saw that this small area what is something that she could actually picture one of the small creatures being in. It was picturesque, and it was a lovely area. It was almost like one of the paintings that you could find up any mythical fairy. She knew better than to dismiss something that somebody actually believed in. She almost wished that she could go back and not say that. She knew that she had to at least be honest with herself. She wasn’t going to argue with him, either. If this is what he wanted to do, was it going to hurt anybody? She knew better than to go against what someone believed in. She did know of the human ways of fighting wars for no reason other than the fact that someone believed in something different. The idea that people could be so cruel as to only accept one belief was something that she couldn’t understand. To fight over an opinion was just as wrong in her mind.  
 
    “I know some things may sound a little weird to you, but I do have to say that this is the way it’s been done for hundreds of years. Now looking at you, I wonder if you could be one of them or at least part of one of them,” he said as he smiled. “That would be something to have a werewolf crossed with one of the others. However, I don’t believe that they can actually reproduce the same way that we do. Some of the stories suggest that they steal children, and then the children are transformed into their kind. The reason it is children is people underestimate them, but their innocence is something the others treasure. Taken from a place in time and then placed throughout time. Those we never will actually know because they don’t actually talk to us.” 
 
    “Has anyone actually ever seen one of these others?” she asked if she looked at him, knowing that being logical was probably not going to be the thing that she needed to be right now. She didn’t want to start something between them just because he chose to believe in fairies. That would be silly, and it wouldn’t get them anywhere but angry at each other. She didn’t want that.  
 
    “There are reports that people have seen them. They are not what you would think. I’ve heard what the humans say about them. They are not friendly looking or sweet. They are not really like small humans with just wings. From what we’ve heard from the reports, they have a more greenish tinted skin. They look like what you would call a fairy in the distance if they got close to you. They’re not exactly what you would think that they are,” Gabriel said as he shook his head, knowing that there was probably going to be a lot of talk about this in the future. He looked at her and saw that she was not a believer. Though he did understand why. It was fanciful, but he was not going to be the one ruler that didn’t follow the basic things he had been taught. He wanted to believe in them. It was a choice. The idea that something was completely timeless and would last to eternity was something he wanted for a lot of things. Like love as well.  
 
    “Well, I guess that’s something. I’m not going to discount anything that you say. I hope you actually know that. Everybody deserves to have a belief in something. And if you believe in the others being here and helping protect our kind, then I will too.” Desiree said with a smile as she looked at him and then just wanted to actually go a little bit further away from the camp that had been built for the others with the small, tiny structures. Just then, as the tree’s leave started to rustle in the wind, they could actually start to see small things appearing underneath the tree. Desiree couldn’t believe what she was actually seeing, and neither could Gabriel. They both froze in place.  
 
    There were five of them. They were all looking directly at the couple that was there. They came a little bit closer, and they could see that they were not any type of insect. They were in the form of small people. Desiree had to blink a few times before she actually said anything, and then she took a step forward. Gabriel tried to get in front of her just to make sure that she remained unscathed if something happened to the two of them. However, it was almost like he was being pushed backward by an unseen force. The group of five surrounded Desiree, and she looked at them. One of them went to her ear, and Gabriel could hear certain things being said, but he couldn’t actually make any of them out. It was like they had been waiting for her and not him.  
 
    Desiree nodded her head, and then the others disappeared as quickly as they came. She turned to face him and then and smiled. “I think we can go to wherever you actually wanted to take me right now.” 
 
    “What did they say?” He asked as he looked at her. He had never heard them being able to talk to someone before. Everything he wanted to believe had just happened. No one had ever talked with the others before. He really had to wonder about her and if she was one of them somehow.  
 
    “I can’t tell you.” She said with a smile. “however, I can tell you this. Everything that is in your heart that you want to happen will happen. However, it will be a test for you as well.” 
 
    “What is that supposed to mean?” Gabriel asked as he was now looking at her, extremely confused. The idea that he had was not something he had ever talked about. He hadn’t even written it done. How would the others know what he wanted to do? 
 
    “To be perfectly honest, I have no idea. However, the others, as you call them, will help make sure that all your dreams come true. All I have to do is to remain true to myself and never forget to question things. The others actually liked that. They blessed us as the next rulers of our kind.” 
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    Gabriel was trying to figure out exactly what that meant. Though he left this statement unchecked. He wasn’t going to say anything to anyone about the fact that the others now seemed to want to actually interact with people. He believed in what people said, but he had never actually expected that he would be one of the ones that had been touched by them. It was almost unbelievable to him that they had just appeared in front of them like they had. Though it was more of the fact that they wanted to have a piece of Desiree, not him. That actually spoke to him in many ways, and he was not exactly sure how that was going to play out in the grand scheme of things, but he was more than happy to allow that to happen if they were going to bless them as the next rulers. As far as he knew, the others had never done that before with any other of their kind. At least no one had ever said anything to that effect. It would have been seen as a major blessing for that couple if they had shared it with their kind. Gabriel now understood a little more, but he would never say it out loud. That would be like tempting fate.  
 
    That was when he could actually hear the horses coming from the back of him. He knew what was going to happen, and he knew who was coming as well. He continued up the way to the lookout that he often spent time at. It wasn’t a huge surprise that other people knew where he would be headed if he had disappeared from the castle for a few days. Even though it had only been one full day that he had been gone. He could have been found here many times throughout his life. The place had always called to him, even when he was not supposed to go there by his mother’s rules. He didn’t always listen too well.  
 
    He helped Desiree settle into a seat, and then he got up and looked behind them to tell me to see the one person he really didn’t want to have to deal with at the moment. The one person who wouldn’t understand about giving in to anyone and to try to make somebody else feel comfortable in the new situation. Gabriel knew that this was not going to be pleasant. This person could easily try to ruin any of the work that Gabe had done in trying to get Desi’s trust. That person, of course, was his father. 
 
    “And this is where you have disappeared too with someone who isn’t more than a cub herself?” his father finally and was within talking distance. Gabriel knew how this was going to be, and he wasn’t exactly thrilled with the idea that he was going to have to deal with his father on any level today. Today had been one of those days that he wanted to make sure that it had remained good. “Well, at least you’ve given up the idea that you’ll be able to find that girl. It’s time that you move on. To take your place as it should be.” 
 
    “That girl being my mate? You were the one that ordered us to have a blood ceremony, if I remember correctly. You know that I can’t move on. You know that she can’t move on. I love the fact that you now wish that I would move on knowing that you were the one that created the problem in the first place.” Gabriel snapped back. “The problem is that neither of us could ever move on without the other one. It would be unnatural and unfulfilling.”  
 
    “And you finally found your fangs?” his father said as he began to laugh hard and loud. “That girl better be worth it. Maybe you should let me have a try at her, and then I’ll break her in for you. Get her ready for whatever you think you could give to her.” 
 
    “Father, I’d like you to meet Desiree. You know Desiree as in your best friend’s child. My mate. The one that you had me commit my life to with a blood ceremony?” 
 
    “You found her? How come I was not informed that you had found her, and why is she here?” his father asked, and it was the first time in his life that Gabriel had actually seen his father somewhat stunned. It was a new thing, period. It wasn’t something that Gabriel could even understand how the man was acting that way. It did seem to give him a few answers, though. His father did want her there. His father didn’t want him to find her. That was a major clue as to how his parents really wanted his happiness above all else. They really didn’t.  
 
    “I did find her, and she’s here because she is my mate. I’m showing her the island as she arrived yesterday.” 
 
    “We need to get her back to the castle so she can actually learn how to be what she is supposed to be. No one actually had to know that she disappeared, but unfortunately, that got out. We have to restore her to the rightful position that she was in beforehand. We have to make sure that the ceremony between the two of you happens again in front of witnesses.” his father said as he looked over Desiree and nodded because he could see the features of her parents. 
 
    “And all of that will happen in good time. Right now, she needs to understand where she comes from. Also, right now, she also needs time to realize what had happened. She isn’t like other people. The woman that mother had given her to watch over her didn’t tell her anything. She’s confused and hurt. She needs time to understand everything.” 
 
    “She doesn’t need anything. She’s nothing but a pawn in all of this, and you need to make sure that she takes her rightful place as quickly as possible. Otherwise, people will think that she’s trying to be an impostor. I can see that she’s already the child that was gone. I can even feel the pull between the two of you. However, there is nothing that you can do that will change the fact of what we have to do as a family to make sure that she stays where she supposed to.” his father said, and in the way that he had spoken, it was like no one could ever question him. Gabriel just shook his head, knowing that he was going to have to stand his ground, but that is when the others came back. They appeared again out of nowhere. It was quick, and they were in between the group of people. They’ve looked at the king alpha of the werewolves and went close to him, and he was absolutely utterly frightened by the fact that the mythical creatures were there in front of him. One of them flew closer to him and then whispered something in his ear, much like the time that they had just done that to Desiree. When the small creature flew backward, then they all looked at the alpha king. They knew that everything had just completely changed. The man was not going to say anything about Desiree ever again. He was never going to question his son again the same way. The alpha had finally met a match in the fairy that was right in front of him. 
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    Whatever happened between watching his father and the other talk, he knew something big was happening. The look on his father’s face was absolutely priceless in many ways because he had never seen his father absolutely shocked or scared of anything in his life. The fact that he was so frightened of something that was only a few inches tall if they landed in front of him was even more spectacular. The tiny creature just hovered there in front of the man. 
 
     This was going to be something extremely big. He quickly took off down the end, then over the footbridge to his horse. He was extremely quick with the way that he was moving, like he needed to get away from there, and he would never return again. Gabriel found himself chuckling at the fact that his father had taken off that way. He had never seen that. He would probably never see it again, either. It had something to do with the others, and it also had something to do with Desiree. The others seemed to know something about her. Maybe he wasn’t that far off. There was some kind of alliance or that she was part of them. Now he didn’t exactly know how that would possibly be. 
 
    Desiree had just watched the entire thing, and she was completely at calm and at peace with everything. It seemed at the nature that she needed to be around with something that she could understand as well. It was like when the others had talked to her; she said that she couldn’t tell him what had been said. However, she said that she actually could not tell him, not that she would not tell him. There was a difference, and he had caught it. There was something that he couldn’t know right now. 
 
    “When you said that you couldn’t tell me about what the others had actually said to you, was it because I need to be completely free from the ideas that they could have implanted?” Gabriel asked as he looked at her, knowing that she would at least give him that much of an answer. There was something that was going on very deep within their kind, and the fact that his father had that particular reaction meant that his father was also involved. 
 
    “What I can tell you is that they want you to be able to make the decisions without being coerced,” Desiree said as she looked at him. There wasn’t anything that she would try to keep from him, but she also understood that she had a part to play in this. The idea that she was what she actually was with someone that she still hadn’t come to grips with. She was the last remaining member of her family. She was the last remaining member of her pack as well. Though the fairy had actually talked to her in a way that it seemed that she was passing on a lifetime of information. It wasn’t a normal conversation. Even though the words were spoken, it was as if it was a few hours instead of just a few seconds. She had actually passed on almost an entire lifetime’s worth of information. The one thing that was very clear was that she was never able to talk to Gabriel about what had happened. That would come later. After trust was built between them. The others would be talking to her very frequently. She had an idea. It seemed like they had taken an interest in her and everything that had happened. They had not said anything about any of that, though. It was just a feeling.  
 
    “I see,” Gabriel replied as he looked at the woman in front of him. She wasn’t going to try to keep secrets from him, knowing how things were still volatile on the island. It was more of the fact that she was tasked with something that was going to be slightly different from what he had then, as well. But they needed to work in tandem. They were mates. That had all been part of the grand design, and he was willing to accept all of that. “Then let’s put this behind us for right now, and you and I will just sit here and enjoy the view. I guess I should probably tell you the story of why I want to bring you here. Also, the reason my father could actually find us here. The reason being the entire time I was looking for you from the time I was a young person, I came here knowing that you are somewhere on the other side of the water. In a way, I was hoping that you were looking at the same water that I was at the same time. Sometimes it was the same with looking at the moon. I knew you beforehand. I know that you don’t remember because you were just a very young infant, but I actually remember the time I spent with you. I only had faint glimpses, but I knew that you were out there. I could actually feel you at times. I even felt pain at times, and I knew it had to be coming from you. We have that type of connection, whether you want to call it a psychic one or not. I’m sure that sometimes you probably had phantom pains in your shoulders or in your legs and that those were actually for me. I never wanted to hurt you, so I tried to make sure that I never got hurt. I knew I had to find you, but sometimes I got so rough, especially when people expected me to do things that I wasn’t able to do. Then I would come here just to be able to calm myself down and look for you somewhere.” 
 
    “How did you actually find me?” Desiree asked as she looked at him, and he took her hand in his and gave it a slight little squeeze. 
 
    “I found you because you were calling out to me. Whether you realize that or not, every time something happened to you and you were scared, you were sending me a message. One thing about our kind is that we can be linked telepathically in a way. If you were scared, you were sending me a sign and a message of where you were without even knowing it. The last time you got into a fight with one member of the pack that you were living with, it was enough for me to be able to trace the feeling and the message that you were sent to me. I was just hoping I wasn’t too late in getting the people to you.” Gabriel said as he continued to hold her hand. 
 
    “I called for you?” she asked as she was slightly surprised. 
 
    “And I came running as quickly as I could.” 
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    Gabriel did not want to rush her, as she seemed to be completely enjoying the view and the sights of everything around them. She felt at peace, and he could feel that peace emanating from her. It was quite obvious that she enjoyed being outside in the nature even though she was so pale that he was actually afraid that she was going to sunburn. Not that she didn’t seem to be in any discomfort. He was almost positive that she would be paying for it later. He didn’t even know if they had the things that would help her or ease the pain. If she did. 
 
    He also knew that within a few hours, his mother would either be there or waiting for them at the cottage when they got back. He wanted to make sure that she enjoyed her day before actually meeting her godmother, who was his mother. That might actually be too much for her because he knew that his mother would be overbearing and would want to take her away to the castle. She didn’t understand everything that was going on in their life right now. She didn’t know the ways of the Royal Court, so to speak as well. It would be a huge adjustment for her, and he wanted to make sure that she had the time to have the adjustment. She also needed to be able to find her feet before she was brought into the castle. Life there would be different from anything she ever had to deal with before. 
 
    He had been raised within the confines of the building, and he didn’t even know all the rules that he was supposed to follow. It wasn’t like he was going to try to change who she was fundamentally just because she was who she was. One thing that he wanted to do was make sure that she was still herself. He wasn’t going to change anything about her. He knew that he had to accept her for who she was. He was perfectly fine with that. Fate had taken her away from him, but he knew that some things had to happen the way they did so they could grow as people. He also knew that she had a completely different view on things that he would need to see as well.  
 
    She was born in the same place that he was, but at the exact same time, she was raised in a completely different world than he was. She should have been raised here, but that goes back into what could have been or what should have been a category that he didn’t ever want to find his mindset in. He had the opportunity to get to know that to the person that she was right now, that was the one that he was attracted to. It wasn’t the fact that they were so connected. 
 
    “Is it always this peaceful here?” she finally broke the silence that was between them. He could still feel every bit of her near him. The energy that was flowing between them was so powerful that he didn’t even know if he would ever be used to it. He didn’t think that he could. It would always be there and a reminder that they were supposed to be connected.  
 
    “Most of the time, it is. I would come here and sit and daydream about you. I think getting to know you here is probably more important than any other place on the entire island or even possibly the world.” Gabriel said with a slight chuckle, as he knew that there was going to be a lot that they needed to learn about each other. However, they couldn’t rush things. They had a whole lifetime ahead of them. Today was a start. He was learning from her even when she wasn’t speaking.  
 
    “They said that would you say something like that.” she laughed slightly as she kind of started to really accept her place in the world and this particular island as well. There was a lot more than met the eye, and she knew that she had to stay ahead of everything else. She was aware of so much that was going on around her, but she knew that she wasn’t alone. She wasn’t alone in the world, and she wasn’t alone for very long either, if she was ever. There would always be something watching her. She also knew that she was never actually alone in the first place. What he called the others she had known about her entire life. She had seen them many times before. She just didn’t remember because they had made her forget, but they had changed that when they talked to her, and then she could remember again.  
 
    That was one of the reasons why she wasn’t afraid when they actually started to talk to her. It wasn’t the first time. But she wasn’t going to tell him that. They basically warned her when certain things were about ready to happen, and she always found out that they were going to move shortly after. The others, as he called them, had been watching out for her since she left the island. She knew that it was important to them that she survived, and she didn’t know exactly why. He had his reasoning that she might be connected to them by blood or history, but she also had a feeling that it had something to do with her parents. Maybe her parents had made some kind of offering to keep her safe. That was what she actually started to think about. The things that her parents had probably set in place a long time before they actually knew that they were going to die. There seemed to be more truth in that to her. The others had accepted their role for her life, as her parents knew their role as well. They had to die for her to be protected. 
 
    He just looked at her and smiled, knowing that she probably wouldn’t say anything else about what they had told her, and he was okay with that. The others had actually told her that he would be good for her and that he was a perfect mate for her. He would make sure that she remained safe, and that was all it was important for right now. Things were going to happen, but she was never going to be left unattended or unwatched. They would be able to help when the time came.  
 
    She knew she was safe from the things that swirled around her. She could relax and enjoy her life now.  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 24 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The sun began to set in the distance over the water. He knew that it was time to go back even though that he could probably see better than she could in the dark than he could in the light but because of their eyes and the fact that she had lived with humans for so long that he didn’t want to take the chance that something would happen. “We should head back to the cottage. Things seem to happen at night, and though I know that I could easily defend both of us, I really don’t want to take the chance right now. The fact that you’re home people will want to celebrate, and their idea of celebrating probably will not be the same as yours.” 
 
    “What do you mean it wouldn’t be the same as mine?” she asked if she looked at him as they both stood up, and she brushed off the layer of grass that was on their clothes.  
 
    “I believe that your ideal celebration is probably more civil than theirs. They will be a little bit more apt to want to start to show dominance over everybody. And then it will descend into more carnal activities.” he chuckled as he decided not to actually tell her that it would turn into a giant orgy. That seemed how most of the celebrations here on the island ended up. He hoped that she would never have to see that. He avoided it.  
 
    “I see. It’s nice to know werewolves and humans are pretty much the same. They’ll find a way to party and then, as you said, have more carnal activities.” Desiree said she began to laugh a little bit, and then they started to make their way over the land bridge the same way that they had made it in the first place. They heard the group of the others start fluttering their wings about the same time that they reached the other end of the bridge. They didn’t try to come any closer to the couple, but they just stood there and watched each other for a few moments, and then Desiree nodded to them. Then they started to fly off, probably to start their own type of celebration that she had returned home. Desiree was still trying to figure out exactly how everything was in place already, but she also knew that it was a real thing. Everyone, it seemed, had a place of Desi here. She just didn’t know if that was good or bad for her. 
 
    They didn’t need to talk on the entire way back, though as they started to get closer to where the village would be that was underneath the castle and by where the cottage was, he knew that he had to at least warn her that his mother was probably at the cottage by now. At least if she wasn’t there waiting, she would be notified the moment they walked in, and she would be there descending upon them sometime in the night. The warning would help her get ready for the idea and the possible fight they would have with the older woman.  
 
    “My mother and father probably have spies everywhere watching from what we’re doing. I wanted you to be aware that most likely, my mother will show up at the cottage at some point in the next few hours. I don’t want you to feel pressured by anything that she’s going to try to put on you. Anything you want to do has to be completely your choice. I would really think that you don’t want to become one of her ladies-in-waiting for the moment. Not only would you be taken away from me, but it would be detrimental to you actually learning the island before she tries to change you.” Gabriel said as he shook his head, knowing that he was probably giving away too much away all at once. The fact was that he had been spoiled by his parents most of his life, but he was very well aware of all of the faults that his parents had. He had heard all of the rumors, and though he didn’t want to put stock into any of them, he knew that it was going to probably play out sometime in the future that the truth came out, and they were a part of everything that ever happened that had to do with not only the lead up to the war but also how the war ended. 
 
    He knew at that point that he would have to make a choice between his family and his mate. He didn’t really want to have to make that choice, nor did he think that would be fair to anyone that was involved. But now, having her next to him, he knew that his choice would be extremely easy. His family would be his past, and his mate would be his future. They had actually done that for most of the time that they happened together. Though it was still new, they still had quite a bit of information to go through. The blood ceremony was only one part of the reason why they were so connected to each other. They needed to find the other reasons on their own terms.  
 
    “I see,” Desiree said that she looked at him, and she stopped for a moment and was actually reading between the lines. He didn’t elaborate, and she could see that he really didn’t want to. In her mind, that was it and acknowledgment of everything that was already out there. The fact that he thought that his family might have something to do with the war that ended her family altogether. Even though it was ordered by his mother that she be removed from the island, and he had explained the night before that he had been removed as well to keep them both protected. She had to wonder if there were other nefarious reasons why she had been removed. It was almost as if the other woman had to actually wish that something had happened to her while she was not with anyone on the island that would be able to protect her from her pack that she had been given to. Honestly, if she thought about it, the two people that she was with could not have gone against entire pack.  
 
    Instead of fighting, they would have left if they thought there was a danger to Desi. They could not have gone against some of the alphas that had been there. She had to believe there was more to the idea that she would be left alone in the human world or they would have kept moving. That made sense.  
 
    “I need you to be a hundred percent honest with me right now before we get back to the cottage. Do you think that your parents had anything to do with my parents’ death?” Desiree asked if she looked at the person who was standing directly in front of her. He actually knew as soon as she stopped that he was going to be asked that question. 
 
    “I will always be completely honest with you. I’ve heard the rumors and I know the people involved. I would like to believe that my parents didn’t have anything to do with it, but I can’t actually say if they did or not. I would rather say that I’m going to try to protect you a hell of a lot better than they protected their friends. I don’t want you alone with my family though and that’s the main reason why.” 
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    As they got closer to the cottage, he saw that the door was cracked open. He knew that was a sign that his mother was there, or one of her pages at least. He tried his best to steady himself, knowing that whatever was going to happen was going to happen whether he wanted it to or not. He wasn’t going to be able to stop it. It was just one of those things that he knew what’s going to happen. He was glad that they did have a nice peaceful day. He also just wanted to eat something. One of the problems that they had as a species was, they needed more calories than just a human. They had a tendency of burning them a lot faster, which is one of the reasons why he was not as bulky as most of the other men on the island. He was more lanky and tall than well built, like the rest of the pack leaders here. He had accepted that, but also knew that he was just as strong in more ways than one.  
 
    He seemed to burn more than the most of them. Though he was trying not to be as lanky as he was. He knew that he could actually take down his mother if it was necessary. He let out a sigh and then pushed open the door. He saw his mother sitting there on the couch, knowing that she was waiting. He moved in front of Desiree as his mother stood up and almost just stood there and gawking at her. 
 
    “Who is that?” his mother demanded as she started to move a little bit closer. There were a lot of things that were going through his mind, but he made sure that he was in between the two women. Regardless of how he felt, these were the most to important people in his life when it came to the female half of the species. One was his mate for life and the other one was his mother. He knew this could be bad if his mother decided to try something on Desi or in the cottage at all.  
 
    “It’s Desiree mother.” Gabriel sighed as he looked at her, knowing that the message that he was trying to betray with to go very carefully. However, he didn’t think that his mother was able to comprehend anything like that at the moment. She looked absolutely furious that Desiree had been found. She was going to blow up soon enough. It was written on her face. The surprise and shock that the small female behind him was the baby she had sent away. That was something to Gabriel. That almost completely answered one of her questions. He was losing any of the doubts he had that his mother had planned for something to happen to her while she was gone.  
 
    “There was no way that she could be Desiree. Desiree is gone. We made sure of that.” his mother said, and he almost sat there and took what she said for face value. He wasn’t trying to read into the words that she had used, but he knew exactly what she was trying to say. She had tried to make sure that Desiree was gone. That she would never be found again. The fact that he had been looking for her had been a thorn in her side for years. Specially is the desire started to get more and grow and take root within him. He needed his mate. She had tried to push him to take another, but he refused. It was Desi or nothing.  
 
    “It is very possible that you did try to make sure that she did not return back to this island for whatever reason, but she did. I brought her back. She is my blood mate, and you cannot control that. By the reaction that you’re having right now is not pure shock or happiness. It seems that you have something to hide. I’m not going to allow you to do anything to her or even have a word alone with her for some time. Right now, this time is for me and her. We need to work on ourselves before we can do anything else. The fluttering outside the window just shows you something. The others align themselves with her. They’re out there right now. I think that you should take that into effect as well before you decide that you want to say or do anything else.” Gabriel said as he looked out the window and he could see the small little beings that were out there. It was almost surprising that they had followed them this far into the village, but at the same time, if they were timeless, then they were truly not afraid of anything that was growing around the castle. Even though there were supposed to be some kind of flowers or something there to help guard to make sure that they never came to the castle themselves. 
 
    He now knew that fable was fake. There was probably nothing that would actually keep the others away. The fact that they had aligned themselves with Desiree was something that was magical all of its own. However, he would defend her. It was his job to defend her. He didn’t actually believe in the titles of alpha or Sigma or even and Omega or Luna. She was simply his mate. The other half of him. The fact that blood had been exchanged between the two of them was only one part of it. He started to know that was his driving force right from the start, but he knew that there was more to it. The two had been ready for each other and that wasn’t because of the blood. They were supposed to be mates. He was absolutely sure of that. There wasn’t much else that he needed to do to hide anything, either. He didn’t want to hide himself at all, and he figured that Desiree wouldn’t be there if he had tried to stop and think. She was seeing the way that his mother was acting right now, and he knew that there was going to be problems. There were going to be a lot of problems. He wasn’t ready to deal with any of those problems at the moment, though. 
 
    Instead, his mother just stood there and realized that she had lost her hold on her son. The fact that her husband was now blathering idiot because of something that the others had said to him. She knew that things were not going to be the same ever again. She stormed out of the cottage as quickly as she possibly could and slammed the door behind her. She stopped for a second as the small beings just seemed to follow her as she was filling her arms around to shoot them away. 
 
    Gabriel just looked and knew that this was not going to be a good thing in the end for them. It was just going to be another roadblock that his mother tried to put up. He looked at Desiree, who was just standing there, looking at the older woman as well as he was. “That did not go as well as I thought it would.” 
 
    “Really?” Desi asked.  
 
    “That was actually slightly better.” He replied with a shoulder shrug. He knew that things could have been worse for all three of them. The fact his mother seemed to realize that things were not all the way she had planned seemed to bother her, but she had also seen that Gabe would take the young girl’s side more than his families.  
 
    It almost was lost with what she had let come out of her own mouth. The two younger people didn’t want to address that elephant in the room right now, but it would have to be dealt with at some time. His mother had a long reach, but she was not able to get to Desi while she was in the America’s. That was the reason they really moved around a lot. Her caregiver, whom she thought was her mother, had been tipped off to another attack that was going to happen on the child. It had to have been the others who had helped Desi stay alive this long. That was why they were happy she was home.  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 26 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    As the two began to settle in for the night after eating a very simple dinner, he looked at her and then he was caught back in a memory. He actually began to wonder if it was something that was triggered by the others or with something that was triggered earlier by seeing both of his parents when he didn’t want to. Things he really didn’t want to remember were coming forth, and he knew he was going to have to deal with it.  
 
    “You have to run. You have to get away from this island. Take the girl and get away. I don’t care if she lives or dies after about a year. That means that nobody is looking for her. That means nobody is left to look for her.” he saw his mother talking to the woman who had taken Desiree away. He was going to have to confirm what he just thought he remembered with the other woman. It was enough evidence that made sense for her to want to get rid of the woman now that Desiree was back. She would need to remain untouched by scandal. Desi could be a major thorn in her side for what she had done and said. He was the only person left to really look for the girl. His mother had not encouraged him to find her ever. She had instead tried to get him to forget about the woman he was blood tied too.  
 
    That would almost be treason for his mother to try to get rid of another pack in its entirety. Even if the fact of the matter was that she had arranged to have her son blood tied to the girl. It wasn’t something that he thought that she would actually try to invalidate, but she was doing just that. There was nothing that he could do at the moment to actually want to believe in her. She had tried to remove half of him. His mother had tried to ruin him so she could stay in power, knowing he could not have another mate. 
 
    Desiree was settling into the bed pallet that they had made. Now that they had at least touched quite a bit, he didn’t think that they needed two sections of it. He was hoping, at least. He still didn’t want to move too far too fast, and he knew that having her right next to him was enough to keep him settled for the moment, though he wasn’t exactly sure if he was going to stay that way. He was hoping that he could control himself enough to make sure that they could get through the night and possibly the week before things turned a little more physical. 
 
    Desiree needed time, and she also needed to feel comfortable with him. Right now, she had had so many things to go on around her that she didn’t know what way was up. He was trying to be as considerate as he could if possible. He was trying to give her the time to figure things out, and he hoped that she would take it. In the long run, he knew that wasn’t a gamble, and that was something that he was going to have to do to make sure that whatever they had growing between them was much better than what his parents had, per se. He wanted more. He needed more from her.  
 
    This was for a lifetime, and he knew that will regardless of the terms that his parents had placed on them, that’s exactly what it was. She had basically not only hindered her friend and help the woman find her death in the end, but she had also tied her son to an infant that was going to disappear for years on end. He didn’t understand what his mother’s motive was, but he probably sure he had a very good idea. The fact was his father was an in fact a bad leader. Not many people could actually relate to him, and he didn’t want to relate to the normal people of their kind. Gabriel absolutely hated the fact that was his bloodline. However, he was able to relate to the normal person. He spent most of his time with the people instead of with the other royal families. His mother was one of those people who had always been pushing him to do just that.  
 
    Supposedly, it was normal to not really care about your mate. It was more important to have experience and to also make alliances behind people’s backs. He began to wonder what kind of alliances his mother had made, either for herself or in his name. He was going to have to change that, and he was going to have to get to the bottom of any of that. He had never actually wanted to think about anything like that before, but he knew that he had to keep Desiree safe. If anything, that was like the biggest driving need that he had at the moment. Anything his mother had put in place would be a threat to his mate. He had to wonder if his mother had made deals involving his personal life as well.  
 
    When he did lay down next to her and then placed his arm over her side and just held her, there she turned around in his arms. She went to kiss his cheek and somehow caught the edge of his mouth. Though this was going to set up a fire between them that was unquenchable in many ways, he knew that this was not the way that the night was going to end moving too far down that path. 
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    “Why did you kiss me?” he asked when he could catch his breath for a few minutes. The look in her eyes was calling to him to not try to breathe but to continue, even though his mind was telling him not right now.  
 
    “Because I wanted to.” she replied as she looked at him and he noticed that her voice seemed rough. The look in her eyes was absolutely mesmerizing as well. It was almost like the stars were shining through them. It was something he was sure that only he had seen in her eyes.  
 
    “But why did you want to?” he asked as he looked at her. He needed to know if she actually felt the same way about him that he did about her or if it was something that he was afraid of that she was just trying to fit in. He wanted her to only want him because he was himself. Not because she thought she had to.  
 
    “I wanted to, for the simple reason that you showed me the lookout today. It was sort of a thank you.” she said very shyly as her voice started to turn quiet. She wasn’t going to look him in the eye, either. And he realized his slight mistake. He knew that she was thinking he was criticizing her for the kiss. He wasn’t. He just wanted to know her reasoning so he could understand it.  
 
    “I don’t mind that you wanted to kiss me. And I actually wanted you to make the next move. Don’t ever be ashamed of something like that. We are in this together.” Gabriel said as he looked at her, knowing that there was so much more he actually needed to say. He just didn’t know exactly how to say it. 
 
    “I will keep that in mind.” She said as she again the with her shy tone. She was getting ready to turn around to face the wall. She didn’t really want to look at him anymore. She didn’t want him to think she didn’t like him. It almost hurt that he thought that.  
 
    “Don’t be shy with me.” as he looked at her and then ran his fingers down her face. “I’m not telling you, I don’t want you to do this. I just needed to make sure that you were doing this for the right reasons. I don’t want you to think that you have to try to please me for the wrong reasons.” 
 
    “You are the next alpha.” She said again in her tone was lowered. It was easy to see what she was actually saying, even though she wasn’t going to actually speak the words. It was going to be something that they would have to deal with before they committed to each other with another blood ceremony. 
 
    “But I don’t want to be the typical alpha. The difference is most alphas in the packs that are scattered throughout the world don’t have the same moral code that I do. It isn’t something that is either right or wrong. I just know what’s right or wrong with me. You are my mate. I have searched the entire world many times over to find you. I went through hell to try to bring you back to where you belong. I have known this my entire life, but that doesn’t change the fact that you and I don’t know each other right now. We have to get to know each other before this could even move forward. It’s not going to be all fun and games and there are going to be sides of both of us that we’re going to have to learn to deal with. I can tell you this: I’ve never been with another. It’s you. That’s it. That’s all that’s going to be there. You were chosen to be my mate and you will be the only one that I have. If something had happened to you while you were gone, I would be left without and vice versa. There are a lot of things that we both need to work on, but we need to be able to communicate as well. That is more important than anything else.” Gabriel said as he continued to run his finger up and down her cheek and then through her hair. He was amazed by how soft it was. Both her skin and her cheek. He could see that she was tired, and that she was also slightly confused about everything that was going on between them. The things that he was going to have to deal with. The things that she also wanted to deal with.  
 
    “But the other alphas?” Desiree finally said as she began to question everything that she had actually ever seen before. 
 
    “Are extremely selfish.” Gabriel sighed as he just looked at her. He knew his honest answer was going to confuse her. He leaned forward and placed forehead on hers. “You and I are going to forge something completely different. You and I are going to figure this out on our own without too much interference. After that little episode downstairs, I think that we should move somewhere else tomorrow. There are quite a few places that we can go, but one I think that it is very important is back to the lookout. I know you can’t tell me what’s going on, but I’m hoping that maybe they will tell me tomorrow. I need to know what your alliance really is with the others. We’ve never seen them like this before. They seem to have put a lot of importance on you, though, and I cannot fault them for that. I will do the same always as well.” 
 
    “if you ask nicely, I’m sure they’ll tell you. Just understand that they don’t communicate like we do. It’s like you get it a download of for five hours’ worth of them talking to you in just a few minutes. I learned more than I think I had the entire time I’ve been here just from what they were saying. As for us, I will figure out what I need to do.” Desiree replied as she looked at him. “They asked me not to tell you what they told me. And I understand that and I’m going to respect that as well, but I need you to know not trying to keep a secret. If it was something that was going to put our people at risk, I would let you know. How you and I handle everything that’s going to happen is going to be the way that defines everything and our entire species. I know that because it makes sense.” 
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    “What do you mean by that?” Gabe asked as he looked at her, knowing that she was trying to be as cryptic as absolutely possible for a reason and he was left to try to figure it out. He would figure it out, and he knew that she was not trying to keep things from him. It was that she had been specifically asked by another species not to say anything currently. But with all the events that were going on right now around the pair, he needed to know as much as possible. He didn’t want to make the wrong decision as well. That could be ten times worse than not making one at all. He now had to weigh things that he never thought he would have to.  
 
    “That’s why you need to go ask them. You can’t ask them with your words, though. You need to just sit there and wait for them to finally talk to you.” She says she looked at him.  
 
    “Were they watching you the entire time that you were gone?” he asked. That was the something that he could see happening now that he had seen them for himself.  
 
    “I think they were. I think that they also had a part in my disappearance. But not the way that your mother did. Gabriel, the only thing that I can tell you is that things are going to happen. They are going to happen in a way that has been planned out long before us. We just need to make sure we know where we stand.” Desiree said as she looked at him. That was the most detailed answer that she could possibly give him. They did need to find each other, and they did need to find a basic level of trust between them before this happened. But everything was already in motion. It was all going to happen whether they had found the things or not. There were going to be a lot of things that happened all at once, and it could possibly be as cataclysmic as the war was. But the war was just one factor in all of this. It had a lot to do with everything that was going to happen right now. Desiree could actually see what was going to happen because she had been forewarned. There was going to be a time where she was going to have to be the one to lead again. Gabriel is going to be the one that was by her side, she hoped. She didn’t want to go against him because there was this draw and the pull between the two of them. They needed to get this over with. They needed to figure everything out between them, and the only way they seemed to ignite like this was if there was a kiss. 
 
    “You’re right that I need to go and ask them because I’m not going to put you in the place where you’re going to disobey something that you’ve been asked of one of them. The last thing we need is the others not liking one of us.” He said as he looked at her and he completely understood everything that was going on. He also understood that he needed to make sure that he didn’t put her into a place where she was going to have to choose one or the other. He wasn’t exactly sure which one he she would choose in the first place. That was one thing that he wasn’t going to ever try to do. He saw much more than most people would in his position. He wanted to learn. He wanted to make sure that he had the information he needed to make sure that he chose to do the right thing. The right thing for him, and her, and all of their people as well.  
 
    “Just understand, I do want to tell you what’s going to happen or at least what they think is going to happen or that they know is going to happen. It’s hard to tell because they talk with absolutes. There’re no ifs and or butts about it, so it’s almost like they’ve been through it before and they’re talking about it in the past tense. I just don’t know exactly how they actually said anything that quickly. I’m still trying to process everything that I’ve learned in the past couple of hours, let alone the past two days. It’s a lot for me to have to deal with. Not only was I kidnapped, but I also found out that my home life and everything I thought about it was a lie. Everything that I knew where was nothing more than a mirage. I want to trust you, Gabriel. And I feel the pull to you as well. I know after we kiss, then my blood becomes alive again. That I feel alive again. It’s much more than just a simple kiss. It’s like being reunited with the other half myself. I know that we have to talk about certain things, and I know that we have to come to some sort of middle ground. To be perfectly honest, I think the only way that we can do that as quickly as we need to is if we do kiss.” Desiree said as she looked at him. 
 
    “Desiree.” was all he could say before his mouth found hers again. In the darkness of the room, that’s all it mattered. The fire that was between them was going to grow until the point that they were going to get burned or they were going to have to give into it. He didn’t know that was going to be tonight, or it was going to be the next day, but it would happen rather soon. Because he felt the same thing that she did. His blood began to come alive again, but only when he was with her. That is how he knew that he wanted to be a completely different ruler than say someone like his father. Who had no problem acting like the typical alpha and having every female within the court. Gabriel didn’t want that life. He only wanted her. He only wanted her when she wasn’t even there. It was one of those desires that was not going to go away just because she wasn’t next to his side. It was a curse and a blessing, both at the same. But now he was going to reap what his parents had started to sow. He was going to find out exactly what it was like to have a meeting that was his equal. That’s exactly what she was. If she had control or at least a connection with the others, that would mean that she’s even more powerful than he was by birth. That’s exactly what it seemed to be. He already knew that she controlled him. He would be more than happy to share that his power with her. He only could hope that she would also share that with him. Only time would tell.  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 29 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Much later in the night, when the two had finally exhausted themselves, meeting closer and almost getting burned by the fire that was ignited between them. She had already closed her eyes and was breathing a little bit better and more study. He knew that she was asleep, but there she was in his arms, curled up against him. It was exactly what he had always wanted, but it was only her that was there in his mind. It was amazing that he had only wanted the one creature that had been so far out of reach. He never was persuaded otherwise. This was the best feeling that he could ever feel.  
 
    There was more fluttering at the window and he looked and he could see the others that were there. They were on the second floor. He knew that they normally tried to stay closer to the ground, so they were actually trying to get his attention. They would have known that she was asleep. He didn’t know exactly what he should do. He had heard so many things about the others, but at the same time, they never actually sought out anyone else on the island as far as he knew. This had to be good for them to actually want to talk to him or at least get gather his attention. 
 
    He very gently moved away from Desiree, leaving her there on the pallet, knowing that she was probably going to roll into the spot that he was in for warmth. He smiled as he got up and adjusted his pants, and then he went over to the window and opened it. The other that was there, along with a few others that were off in the distance that he could still see as they balanced on a tree limb that was close to the window. He knew that everything was going to be open to him soon enough. They wanted to talk to him as much as he needed them to. 
 
      
 
    Gabriel had taken heed of what her warning was that he wouldn’t understand if they actually spoke to him or vice versa. They had their own way of communicating with the other species that lived on the island they considered their home. It was exactly the same as what had happened: who was both his father and with Desiree. They came very, very close to his ear and then that was just noise. It was so quick, but at the same time he was following along with his brain. It was like she said that they were downloading a bunch of information into somebody’s mind. It has an experience that he had never thought that could happen. It was different, but he knew that he would probably have to grow accustom to the way. 
 
    With everything that he was seeing in front of him, which made more sense to him than it probably would have to her, including parts of her past where she had been beaten by other packs. Where she had been used to teach the younger ones how to hunt. He was absolutely furious, and that is when the other pulled back and looked at him. He was starting to grow himself. Gabriel forgot fact that they might not understand if he actually spoke, but he spoke instead, “how could they do that to her?” 
 
    “They did not understand what she was. It was more important to keep who she was actually a secret than it was to let her go through that type of abuse.” the small creature that was in front of him actually spoke to him in a way that he would understand. The voice was small, but it was close enough to hear very clearly. He was surprised, but he figured they would have to know how to talk to other species besides the major download way. “She had to remain who she was beforehand, and she had to remain a complete and utter secret otherwise your mother would have ordered her execution.” 
 
    “Why would my mother do that to her? She was her goddaughter. She’s the daughter of her best friend?” Gabriel asked as he looked at the small creature’s face. It was plain to see that they were not really happy with having to tell him any of this. They did not want to break the bond of a mother and child, even if it was all the truth. They knew that he needed to know the past, though. He needed to understand the things that she had survived and the reason she was the way she was. All of it was caused by the actions of his mother. His mother had set all of this in motion for a reason.  
 
    “She is also the most powerful of your kind.” The other said. “Her mother came to us and asked for a great gift as she left blessings for us as well. It just so happened that it was time to start all of this. It was always supposed to take place and there were only supposed to be two left. You and her. It wasn’t until we gave her the blessing and made sure that the child was stronger than any other female of your kind had ever been that we realized that we had made a mistake. The mistake wasn’t choosing the right person. It was making sure that all people around what were going to be the child would be good for her. She is touched by us. She is protected by us as well. We owe her mother that. She will always have a place in our community. We will honor what was started many years ago.” 
 
    “My mother was jealous.” Gabriel said as he began to question everything. There was a question it was made in the form of a statement and the other just nodded in front of him. The others all seemed to nod at the same time. They were telling him everything all at once. His parents started everything because of their jealousy. The rumors were all true. It was almost a punch to his abdomen.  
 
    “When the blood ceremony took place, you got a piece of that as well, which is what allows us to be able to communicate with you. We did not need to watch you, but we did. We knew that you were searching for her, and we tried to give you clues as to where she was, but she couldn’t come back before now. She is in danger. She will remain in danger for as long as she is here.” the other said as she began to start to fly away and so did the others that were like her. “Remember what you have to learn tonight and think about it. We know our ways are slightly different from yours. You do not need to seek us out tomorrow unless you need to. You are connected to our hive as well. If you are in danger, all you need to do is send out a warning. You have her blood in you.” 
 
      
 
    Gabriel padded back to the bed after he shut the window and then, all of a sudden, she turned and opened her eyes. “They were here, weren’t they?” 
 
    “Yes.” Gabriel replied as he nodded and then continued to get back into the pallet bed. He took her into his arms and knew what he had to do. Then he kissed her again and let the beginning of that fire that was there grow. It was time to listen to his heart and not his mind. It was time to make her officially his. 
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    When the two woke up in the morning, they just looked at each other. There was no need to really talk, as they both knew what the other was thinking. They were both still basking in the night before and the feeling of their skin being alive from the other’s touch. “Are you alright?” Gabriel finally asked, knowing that she was the one who took most of the pain of the night before. He never wanted to hurt her. However, it was a nice present she gave him without even knowing it. His mate was pure. His mate was his own, and that was all. There were no questions about that or her loyalty to him. Any child that came from her would be his, without any doubt in his mind. He wouldn’t have doubted her, anyway. What had happened the night before had been nothing short of magical.  
 
    “Fine.” she said softly as her eyes smiled along with his. The two just stared at each other for a while as they began to stretch a little bit. In both of them found that certain muscles were a little sore in a way that they hadn’t planned on. Desiree wasn’t afraid of hard work, so her pain wasn’t from the hike the day before. It was from the last activity that they did after the others came and talked to Gabriel. She still didn’t know why he thought it was a good time to move forward like they did. “Why did you change your mind? Was it because of the fact that they came and talk to you?” 
 
    “That was part of it, but it was so no one can separate us. No one can come between mates after they’ve already mated. We need to have another ceremony, but we need to deal with everything first. The ceremony is more for other people and not for us. They gave me all the information that I needed to know. I’m still trying to place a lot of it in the right order, but I have a good idea of what they were trying to actually tell me. There are a lot of things that happened back then and they are part of a bigger thing as well. There’s much more of a planned picture. It’s at least good to know that because of you, we have them on our side. If things go wrong, I know that you’ll be taken care of by them. Apparently, they’ve been watching over you for years. They even watched over me because of the blood we share. They understand how we are connected that way.” 
 
    “I used to think that I was being watched by something in the woods, but I never knew exactly what. Now I know. It was always them and they were trying to keep tabs on me. At least I know that I was safe. I remember there were sometimes that we didn’t get to eat anything for a few days because we didn’t have the money to, and the pack didn’t want to share with us. Somehow, mysteriously, there would be food at the front door the next morning. They really didn’t intervene that much and unless something was really bad. However, they did, and that’s probably one of the reasons why we survived as long as we did. I don’t know if my mother actually knew what was going on, but we were grateful.” Desiree said she remembered. “She would make us go outside and say thank you to the air. Now that I think about it, she had to have known something.”  
 
    “Well, one thing when we become leaders is that we need to send out something to the rest of the packs about how they need to take in orphans and actually treat them as part of their pack. The way that you were treated is unacceptable in any way, shape, or form for our kind to do that. It isn’t likely to go to human and just live our lives that way. I’m sure that there are quite a few hybrids out there and that they are completely living with the humans as well.” Gabriel says he shook his head slightly and then he just pulled her closer to him. He wasn’t surprised when she basically just snuggled into his chest and was resting there comfortably. It seemed as if she was made to be there in that spot.  
 
    That was when the front door opened to the cottage. “Get dressed.” he said quickly. He’s got a grip on a pair of pants and then he padded down the stairs, only to find that there was a royal guard there that was wanting to take them both into the castle. 
 
    Desiree could hear Gabriel speaking to them. “tell my mother that you couldn’t find us. There’s nothing that you need to do right now. You are going to let us go because that is the simple thing to do. We will go to the castle when we’re ready to.” 
 
    Gabriel came up and then walked into the room as he saw her already starting to pack everything. He smiled at her, knowing that she was probably used to packing up quickly and running. He just watched her as she continued a little bit more and then he began to help. He knew the one place that his mother would not go and that would be absolutely safe for them. 
 
    “We’re going too close to where the others are. That’s probably the only safe place for us right now until we figure everything out. Unfortunately, she’s going to keep coming after us. You are in danger here. I will simply not allow that to remain the way that it is. We will have to figure everything out otherwise we’re going to have to divide a pack.” Gabriel said as he looked at her and she knew that he meant every word that he said. Their relationship was going to cause a huge rift in certain packs, but only because his mother was going to try something. The others had made it very, very clear to her that she was in extreme danger because the woman was jealous of the child and the power she held.  
 
    They packed everything up as quickly as they could and then he went downstairs and grabbed the basket of food. As she had her backpack on and he had everything else on his back as well. They exited the cottage and took off as quickly as they could to go to the lookout. They would go a little bit further to where the trees were, but the hive would know where they were. Everybody would know where they were except for his mother. It was the only thing that made sense to go there and be protected. The woman would not do anything to go against the others at all. She might not like the little creatures, but she was weary of them though. Most of the time, nobody would even venture over that way just because they were deathly afraid of the legend of the others. Even he had been leery of them. Now they were really his only hope. 
 
    He was putting a lot of faith in the fact that the little creatures would take them in and help them. He hoped that he didn’t read that wrong. Otherwise, they might have to leave the island. 
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    As they got closer to the lookout, they both knew that they could feel the calming sense of the area helping boost their moods. They both knew that they were going to have issues with coming to grips with everything that they had learned in the past few hours. Soon there was flittering all around them as they continued to get closer to the area. That’s when the whole group of the small little creatures that lived in that particular area just grouped together. They were waiting for the pair to show up. All of them, as a group, just pointed to an actual house that was at the end of the small walkway that they were on. It was big enough for the couple and it was completely guarded by their encampment. 
 
    Gabriel nodded and so did Desiree, as she smiled at them. They knew that they were going to be fine there. They would just have to use the spot until they regrouped and were able to figure everything out that they needed to do to move forward. This was going to be a huge issue for them to deal with. At least they knew that they were not alone. They had support in the form of tiny winged creatures.  
 
    The thing that bothered Gabriel the most was the fact that Desiree was in trouble and he was the reason why she was there. He was the one who forcibly removed her from where she was before, even though she was still in trouble there as well. He now knew that his mother didn’t really care about anything other than her own power. That was scary and had taken a toll on him, as he had wanted to believe that his mother and his father were genuinely good people. He knew better now, though.  
 
    They had upheld the laws of all of their kind for such a long time that Gabriel had just assumed that they didn’t have many secrets of their own. It was surprising to him that they were nothing but secrets when it all came down to it. The fact that they had actually used their own son to gain power as well was something that he could never wrap his head around. They had used him and Desi all this time. It was a hard thing for him to swallow, but he knew it deep down in his bones was nothing more than the truth.  
 
    He had to wonder what his godmother had actually been thinking when she had turned to the others and asked for help with the child that she was carrying at the time. He looked down at Desiree and understood that a parent would do anything for their child. He would do anything to make sure that any child that they had will be safe as well. Then he realized that he wouldn’t have to make a deal with an unknown force because that unknown force was already there. Any child they had would also be protected by the others. Desi’s mother had changed the entire line of the first family about what she had done. The others and the werewolves were now going to be in every generation from now on. That was even more powerful to their kind than the fact the two had died to end the war and the senseless bloodshed.  
 
    That was when it actually hit him that he understood what her mother had actually done. She had actually protected their entire line with one action. He kind of smiled at the thought, knowing that they were the ones that have been talked about for years. Generations ago, they had come up with the theory that there would be a power couple within the species. Only because of them an alliance that had been made well before them. The alliance was made by Desiree’s mother and now their entire line would be protected by the others because they were all connected. They were a part of the hive, as they had called it. Any children they had would be as well.  
 
    However, what he was really trying to think about was the way that her mother had gone about it. She had to have come to think that she was in complete danger and probably knew that her death was imminent. The only thing that mattered to her at that point was the child that she was carrying which was Desiree. Desiree was then quickly given to him in a blood ceremony. Thus, creating a blood treaty between herself and him with the others. That was probably one of the reasons why he was so drawn to this particular area and knew that he would find her with the ideas that he came up with at this place. He had been manipulated his entire life, and he didn’t even realize it, but it wasn’t a manipulation that was bad. It was only a manipulation in the way that they couldn’t actually show themselves to him until she arrived. It also proved to him that they saw them as a couple, a single unit.  
 
    He looked down at her as they walked into the small cabin that was there that had probably been built with the idea that the others were able to transform into full size humanoid like creatures during the night. He knew better that they probably stayed the exact same size that they always were. It amazed him sometimes the how his ancestors and her ancestors as well would generalize other creatures that were supposed to be like them in their minds. As if they were at the top of the food chain. They were close, and they were a little bit higher than normal humans, but they were definitely not at the top. Even he knew that he had a basic fear of the worst kind, which was probably at the top. Vampires. The legends had not been kind to them either when it came to dealing with the humans. However, when they had to actually do anything, the vampire was normally the one that won, even though that they were solitary creatures. They could come together and they would be a force to be reckoned with. Gabriel honestly hoped that he never had to deal with them one on one. 
 
    Somehow, just the idea of having one of the vampires close by was enough to make him shudder, but then he looked down at the small creature that was putting her bags down in the corner. He had to wonder if her mother had actually made alliances with other creatures as well as the others. If so, he wondered if they were going to stay true to the alliance that had been made in their names. But there was only one way to find out he really didn’t want to find out. That was if they had to come face to face with them. 
 
    The Fear of vampires was something that he could understand. It was instinctual and not just the stories that had been told to either them or even the humans. They brought the fear with them wherever they went. It was said that was one of their “gifts”. If her mother had approached one, she had to have known they supposedly did not take well to being asked for anything. He didn’t know if she had, but he had to think about the fact that she would have done anything to protect Desi and even him to a point. She was a hero in many ways. He would honor her in how he treated her daughter every day for the rest of his life.  
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    Desiree looked around the small cabin. I knew that it was perfectly fine for the two of them. There was more than another for them to have a place to sleep and a place to eat. She didn’t really expect too many luxury items because she had gone most of her life without them. She would find a way to be able to take a shower later or, if necessary, find a pool that she could swim in, like a pond or something. She knew that she needed to at least get some of the sweat off of her and she still felt relaxed enough because of the events of the night before. Though she wasn’t exactly thrilled with the idea that she had given herself to Gabriel so quickly, she knew that there were a lot of other factors that were involved. They were connected. She could feel the connection, even when he wasn’t there. It was surprising that now that she had known that it was there the entire time; she had to wonder about the things that she had felt. The times that she was extremely lonely and then somehow, she didn’t feel so lonely anymore if that was him somehow sending her message or was that the others telling her that they were nearby. Either way, it was somewhat comforting to her now that she knew what it was there in the dark with her.  
 
    The questions that were going on in her head were so many that they felt like they were rattling around in the empty space that was there. She really didn’t even know how to voice them without sounding like a complete moron. She refused to let people think that she was one. She had been told her entire life her opinion didn’t matter to anyone. She had been told that she was stupid and everything else that you could possibly imagine, including worthless. She never actually believed them, but at the same time you can’t live your life like that and not have it affect you. Most of the time she had felt completely alone, but at the same time she knew that she was extremely important in the grand scheme of things she just didn’t know how. She thought she would just have to prove everyone wrong with something that she could do. She never thought it would be because of something she had already done, be born and survive despite all odds.  
 
    All the skills that her mother had taught her were something that she was trying to figure out right now. She was trying to figure everything out in a way that could possibly be a little bit easier for her. It wasn’t as if she was a nobody, but she had more skills about running and being able to hide than most people did. Was that something she was always supposed to learn? Was it something that she was supposed to teach him as well?  
 
    The only thing that she really had to wonder about was if Gabriel was going to be able to handle the fact that eventually they were probably going to have to leave the island. In her mind, she was already packing up and planning on her escape. She was going to be haunted in a different way now. The queen or Luna to the alpha was not the person everyone though she was. Desi was going to have to take a stand, and she was scared at how that actually would play out. She knew that she was going to have to deal with this simple fact that the woman didn’t like her at all. The woman was afraid of her in many ways, but at the same time, the woman at the head of the pack thought that she was more powerful. The woman was definitely afraid of another woman that was extremely powerful. Desi might be more than the other woman because of her connection with the others.  
 
    As far as Desiree had never heard, there had been no female alphas in any of the packs that she had been a part of. In a way, she was going to have to start her own. She didn’t want to be the leader, and she knew that Gabriel was probably well advanced at being one. He had been trained to be his entire life. If Desi had been here on the island, she would have been as well if she had survived. However, the others had basically given her the warning that she was going to be the next ruler of all their kind. 
 
    Desiree didn’t like that idea. She didn’t want to be that particular person and she also knew that something monumental was going to happen very soon for that to even be considered. The others had given her a vision of something that had already taken place and they wanted her to understand that was a fixed point in history. Which meant that it was going to happen whether she tried to stop it or not. There was no changing it. 
 
    There was going to be another war. This time, instead of Gabriel’s parents starting it to get rid of a few people that were on their way from completely rolling the way that they wanted to, it was going to divide all the packs. It would go through all of the packs of the world, making them split and change the way of life. It was Gabriel’s parent’s way of making sure that she actually disappeared. They were probably already starting to plan it right now, and he knew something was going to happen, but he didn’t know exactly what it was or what it could lead to. Unfortunately, she had already seen the aftermath and knew what was going to have to take place. They were going to be tested in a way that they should never have to be tested by one of their parents, and that was to make sure that they were able to stand up and rise from the ashes and completely take over as rulers.  
 
    Desiree didn’t want to believe that it was going to happen so quickly. She was still trying to figure everything out, and she was having quite a bit of difficulty doing all of that. It wasn’t like she had been told any of this beforehand. She went to Gabriel and knew that she felt a little bit calmer than he just kind of sat down in the corner and he was lost in his own thoughts as well. It was only when he reached out his hand to her that she really began to understand how lonely he was as well. The two of them sat next to each other against the wall, knowing that they had to figure out quite a bit of things together and they also had to do some things separately. 
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    “I have to turn on my parents.” Gabriel finally broke the silence as he looked at her. She turned around and didn’t say anything, but he could see the answer in her eyes. It was one that he didn’t actually want to have to deal with, either. She was scared. The fact that he had actually put it out into the universe was not something that he wanted to do. It wasn’t something that he wanted to think about. He was more along the lines of trying to figure out how he was going to do that without causing a huge rift in their kind. Werewolves were known for a few things, and one of them was having a temper. Unfortunately, when you have a temper and you have the ability to transform into a giant wolf, it didn’t exactly workout all that well. Things usually get ripped apart, and he didn’t want to make sure that did not happen again. He knew what could happen. He saw it. He didn’t want to be the one to bring all of that back to the island and their kind at all. He thought he was going to be the one to bring a lasting peace to all of the creatures he ruled over. Going against his parents this way would bring a lot of issues and fights and a possible war again was not what he wanted. He needed to figure out something to end it all quickly. He did not want the senseless deaths to happen because he couldn’t live with the outcome when werewolves would get hurt by it. He wouldn’t allow his parents to get away with it, either.  
 
    “I think right now we just need to think. We don’t need to make any plans on anything too drastic.” She replied as she looked at him, knowing that there was not much that she could do to stop him when it all needed to be done. His parents were the problem, and they were going to be the issue that they had to deal with, but for right now, they didn’t really need to voice that too loudly. 
 
    “I understand that, but I need you to understand something as well. Out of everything that is happening in the past couple of days with me finding you and bringing you back and the fact that we are extremely compatible as we found out last night, you are now my responsibility. You were my responsibility well before you even got here, which is one of the reasons why I’ve fought to find you. To have searched for you for so long and then I had to bring you here. I need you to understand a few things as well. I say that you and I have to take over and then I’m going to have to turn on my parents. I have no alliance with them. They are my parents, but that’s it at this point. What’s important to me is you.” Gabriel said as he just kind of shook his head a little bit and knew that there was going to be quite a bit of tension between the two of them because he said something. He had to clarify the air for the two of them. He had to make sure that she understood where he actually stood when it came to her versus his parents. He would always choose her. 
 
    This wasn’t something he had ever actually planned on before. He wanted absolutely nothing to do with it, either. He didn’t want to be this person, and he really didn’t want to have to think like this anymore. He wanted to just be happy for once that he had found his mate. He didn’t want to have this huge rift that was going to happen so close to the time that they met. They didn’t need to be tried that way. They needed to be together.  
 
    He just took her hand in his and gave it a small squeeze as he pulled it a little bit closer to himself, knowing that she was probably going to be the one that was his strength. “We will have to figure everything out together, and we will. I have no doubt of that. I just need you to understand that right now you are the most important thing in the world to me. It has nothing to do with last night. You were everything to me well before that. But if you and I are going to possibly have children of our own, the more cubs that we have, the more danger that they’ll be in unless we fix the problem now.” 
 
    “Already planning a family?” she asked as she started to chuckle a little bit. 
 
    “It is our job.” he said as he smiled at her and the smile turned a little bit wicked as he leaned over and kissed her, “one I think that you and I will both enjoy trying to accomplish. At least when the time is right. Until then we can practice a bit more.” 
 
    “It definitely isn’t the right time right now.” Desiree said as she looked at him and he nodded. 
 
    “We will be careful, but for the most part, I do want you to know that this has nothing to do with me finding you or even the simple fact of bringing you here. It was partly my mistake to do that. I should have gone to you and things would have been slightly easier and we’d have a little more time to get to know each other and everything else. I didn’t want to rush last night. However, no one can deny us now or the fact that we are united. The blood ceremony is one thing, but the fact that we’ve actually mated is another.” He turned slightly as he just took her hand and let go of it for a moment and then just placed his arm around her shoulders and pulled her closer to him. They were going to have to figure everything out here in the quiet of the cabin with the others outside guarding one side of it. No one would actually come here, and he knew that his mother wouldn’t. She was afraid of the small creatures and even the legends of them/ Now he had a good understanding of why she never wanted him to come here. He didn’t think that she actually grasped the concept that the others were now a part of him as well. She had always planned on using him. And that’s when it actually hit him that his mother had used him to get to Desiree. The only person who somewhat supported his decision to send people to look for her in many ways throughout the world, even though she wouldn’t publicly support the action period, now he understood why. His mother had wanted him to find her so she could try to eliminate her. The guard he normally used was under her command most of the time. The last time he had sent out people to get her and bring her back, they had been picked quickly and none of the normal ones who went were there. If they had been, she would not be here with him. She would be dead.  
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    The two just sat there for a few hours just looking at the other wall, knowing that they still had other things to do to prepare for the night. Luckily for him, he still had quite a bit of food that hadn’t really been eaten. He put it away, knowing that they were going to be there for probably the rest of the week, maybe the next as well. They needed to have the time before something actually happened and they would have that time here. They needed to come together even more. 
 
    In a way, he knew that they needed to go ahead and have some kind of ceremony, but he didn’t really know what kind to have. She had been raised in different packs, but also with more humans than he had. She might have actually taken quite a bit of their traditions. He didn’t know anything about any of those things, though. This was not as easy as he had thought it would be.  
 
    “Do you want to have another blood ceremony?” he asked as he looked at her, knowing that was the most significant of their kind. It was one of the most sacred ceremonies that their species had. Most were never given the opportunity to even have one. More than that, most people did not want to be completely tied to another person, either. If something happened to one of them, it would be impossible to move on. That was a hard thing to swallow for most people. It was almost never done for children either. That was one thing he never understood until she had come back, and they began to fit this puzzle together.  
 
    “When would we have to have another blood ceremony?” she asked if she looked at him, knowing only just the bare minimum of a lot of their culture. He also understood that she didn’t really know anything about all of the different ceremonies that they could possibly have that were of their own kind. He didn’t know if this was the right time to discuss this, either. However, he wanted to have her claimed in front of everyone that they were untied. They were together and nothing would ever be in the way of that. No one could break what was already there and with another ceremony, it would only solidify everything in people’s eyes. 
 
    “One of the reasons that we would have another blood ceremony is to recommit to each other. We had basically been separated our entire lives. A lot of people that have the same issues that we do and they have done two ceremonies. But not a lot of people actually have true blood ceremonies like we had in the beginning. I just think that we should find a way to recommit ourselves to each other. Now that is our own choice, not the choices of our parents. Everything we decide from right now on is for ourselves. I don’t need another ceremony to know you and I are bonded to the other one.” 
 
    The surrounding air almost turned into something else. He knew it did just as she looked at him and knew that he wasn’t trying to force her to do anything that she didn’t actually want to do herself. She wanted to be committed to him and she knew that she was in many ways not only because they were actual mates but because of the blood ceremony in the first place. But she didn’t exactly know how he wanted to do this recommitment thing. They had been separated for so long that it was almost inevitable that they needed time to figure out who they actually were and how the other would play into their lives.  
 
    “I’m not exactly sure what you’re really asking.” Desiree finally broke the silence, but it was growing between them. It wasn’t that she didn’t want to answer him, it was that she didn’t exactly know how to. She knew that they were going to be together and that they would form a good union between them, but she didn’t exactly know what was going on when he wanted to do this recommitment ceremony. So, she did the only thing that she could and that was ask him because he seemed to know exactly what he wanted. 
 
    “I didn’t know if you had picked up any of the ceremonies that the humans had done where you were. I don’t know that much about them except for the little bit of interaction that I had while I was in Europe. Is almost hilarious that you went one way, and I went the other. Then I had a whole host of guards around me that no one would ever question where is you were left by yourself with only one person who seemed to know who you were.” Gabriel said softly as he just shook his head knowing that they have been completely treated differently right from the start. 
 
    “Actually, it was two people.” Desiree sighed as she looked at him and smiled. 
 
    “Two?” he asked, knowing that the woman had been there, but he didn’t know that anyone else had been as well. 
 
    “She had a son. I was told that he was my older brother, and we often fought like brother and sister. There was nothing that I could actually do that I wasn’t being watched over. It almost seemed like he resented me in so many ways, and now I know why. I was just a liability right from the start.” Desiree said she just shook her head and then looked out the window. “he had to give up his entire life just because his mother had been tasked with taking care of me. He was unable to put down any roots either and he suffered for it. Anytime that he got close to somebody in any pack, we had to leave shortly after, it seemed. No wonder why he resented me. I would have resented me too.” 
 
    “None of this is your fault.” Gabriel said as he got up and actually stood right behind her, placing his hands on her shoulders. He could feel the waves still coming off of her. They had a good reading on the other most of the time.  
 
    “I didn’t think it was actually my fault. However, I understand the fact that we had to move so much all the time. It wasn’t one of those things that somebody could just adjust to so quickly. I mean, we lived with probably twelve different packs altogether throughout the entire time I was gone. I don’t remember staying very long. Maybe just about a year was the longest. It wasn’t just me that was affected. They all were affected and now that they’re going to be held and tried and then possibly executed because they were doing only what they were asked to do? How am I supposed to live with that?” Desiree asked if she turned and looked at him. “But I understand what you’re trying to say and do. I understand that you want to show me that you are united with me. I don’t need another ceremony for that. Whether it be one for the humans or for our kind. Actions speak louder to me then silly ceremonies do, to me.” 
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    “I want to show the world that you’re mine.” he said as he looked at her. “However, will do that in any way that you want when you are ready for that.” 
 
    “Why would you want to show the world?” she asked as she looked at him, very confused as to why he would want other people to see that they were just young people starting off. No matter how connected they were. They had just found each other. They were going to remain together. They both hoped otherwise it was going to be a long lifetime wishing for the other.  
 
    “Whether you like it or not, we are the next headpieces of our kind. There’s nothing that we can do about that. But that’s not the reason why I want to show people. You are mine. You are my mate. You were chosen for me. However, I would have chosen you anyway.” he said as he ran his fingers down her cheek. Then he leaned in and gave her a quick kiss. The feeling that they had when they touched was one that was coming, and both started something within them. “I think tomorrow I should probably teach you how to transform. I hope you never have to, and I really don’t want you to, but I do think that you need to know.” 
 
    “Is it hard?” she asked if she looked at him. She understood his reasoning that he didn’t want her to have to transform because that meant that he was probably unable to actually defend her in any situation. He wanted to make sure that he was the one who was the most dominant. However, that wasn’t just part of it. He also wanted her to know what she was capable of doing at any time. They were the strongest of their kind as well. They had to be able to defend everyone and themselves at any given time. He also didn’t want to constantly have to be with her. To watch over her.  
 
    “At first it can be. It’s actually not that hard to do once you get the hang of it. I just want to give you a fair warning that you’re probably going to be starving afterwards. It burns more energy when we have to transform. However, you’re probably going to be able to do amazing things no matter what you do. I just want to make sure that you have the opportunity to do it if you have to.” 
 
    “I understand why you want to. I really never felt a need to actually learn, not that I had anyone that would teach me. I don’t really think that I need to know. I trust you.” she said, and he began to chuckle a little bit knowing that she really did put a lot of faith into him, and he hoped that one day he would be able to repay that. It would also be a way for them to work together and learn from each other. A simple way to build trust up between them both.  
 
    “For right now, I just think that while we’re here, it’s probably the best time for you to learn. We have the time, and we have the space, and we know that we’re mostly protected on all sides. I don’t think the others are going to give us any problems or will allow anything to happen to us.” Gabriel said is he just leaned in and placed his forehead on hers. The height difference between the two of them was almost comical. She was so small, and he was not, but they seemed to fit together better than most would. It was amazing in many ways to him. 
 
    “Maybe the others have some kind of ceremony?” she asked as she looked at him, knowing that the others would probably be more than happy to share any type of commitment ceremony with them because they were both somehow connected to the hive. 
 
    “You can ask them later.” He said as he looked at her, knowing that they were probably more active at night, but during the day they were still right there in the tree looking at them. He could actually see them moving around, almost looking like honeybees in the distance, even though they weren’t that far away from them. The hive was actually giving them space as well. They knew that they had to figure things out that no person should have to figure out so quickly after meeting the one that was chosen for life. They were trying to respect their privacy.  
 
    “Why don’t you want to ask them?” she asked if she looked at him and then he smiled and pulled back a little bit. 
 
    “Because, honestly, they scared the hell out of me. We were raised completely different, so don’t jump to conclusions that little creatures like the others are what actually frightened me most of the time, but I know what they’re capable of. I was raised with the stories of the things that they used to do. You have the benefit of the doubt here because they like you. They must have really liked your mother as well because I’ve never heard of them getting involved with any other species.” Gabriel started to say as he began to laugh. Then he knew that they just needed to get out of the house for a little bit. In this particular area, they were perfectly safe. At least, he really thought they would be. 
 
    He pulled her out the front door and could see that the hive pretty much scattered. They went to go look at the legend, just watch over the water for a little bit. They still had a lot of daylight left and he knew that they probably needed to get some firewood and other things that would be necessary for them to be warm for the night. There was a small fireplace in the cottage and even though he had never actually seen any one of the others in anything other than what they were doing right now or heard of them needing a fireplace, it wasn’t surprising that when they built the cottage for the others as a gift that they use the amenities that the people around them would need. For the most part, he didn’t actually need a fire, but he wanted to make sure that she stayed warm. He was always a little more warm than the ones around him. He knew he could keep her warm as well.  
 
    It was amazing to him how quickly everything had changed in his mind. It was all about his survival until the moment he actually laid eyes on her on the boat. Then everything became about her. Every situation in his mind was making sure that she remained safe. There was nothing else that mattered to him. It was simply her now that lived in his brain and what he knew he had to do for her.  
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    They sat there watching the water for hours as the time started to slip by very quickly. At the same time, they both realized that this wasn’t getting any of the answers that they actually needed to find. Though it was peaceful and restful. In a way, it was restoring them in a way that neither one of them actually knew that they needed. When they turned around and looked at the cottage, though, they had found that there was already a huge stack of wood by the side. It seemed that the little creatures were quiet when they decided to work. The others were extremely understanding of everything that the two might actually need. She smiled at the thought that they were going to help take care of the pair while they were finding the answers that they needed.  
 
    It seemed that there were even quite a few things that were now scattered by the front door. The others were definitely taking care of them in a way that they hadn’t anticipated before. It was almost like they were their guests even though there was no actually inviting them. It was a safe place for both to be and they just wanted to make it a little bit better and inviting for them. Both the people were understanding of the difference between the creatures and them. They were also very different from most. Everything was connected because of them. This was a time to learn about the other and grow from this experience.  
 
    He knew that the sun was going to be going down shortly and that this particular area if there was a storm going to be rolling in off of the water which it looked like from the cloud cover that was forming far enough away that it wasn’t going to be anything that was eminent but it would probably roll over them sometime during the night he wanted to make sure that the cabin remained warm because of the simple fact that the water often was cold as ice. There was also going to be a lot of wind kicked up from the water. The wood was stored on the dry side of the house, so they were not going to have any issue that is whether he was going to make sure that it was covered, anyway. He went ahead and walked into the cabin while she just sat there out in the open. There was no reason to think that anyone was nearby. The others probably would have come and tried to save her if there was something wrong or they thought that she was in danger. 
 
    He went ahead and started the fire, knowing that it was going to take a little while before it started to build up any heat. He also saw that they had left fresh fruit, and he placed it in one of the bowls that was there provided for them. That was when he actually watched Desiree almost fade in and out right before him. He ran out of the cabin just to see what was going on, and it seemed that she was perfectly fine. She glanced over and then she couldn’t see him for a few seconds. 
 
    “What is happening?” she asked as she looked at him. Then they saw that the hive was in full activity around them. But not close enough that they would actually notice and less something had happened. It seemed they were the ones making the cabin fade in and out of this plane.  
 
    “I think they’re doing it.” he said as he looked at her and then he moved closer. Both of them were completely intact at the moment, but it was still something to deal with because they both had just faded right in front of the other. It was almost like they were there and then they were invisible. This wasn’t like anything that anyone had ever seen before. They looked at each other and they tried to think a little more clearly about what had just happened.  
 
    “It must be some kind of defense mechanism that they have. That they can fade in and out of different times. I don’t understand how it’s affecting us at the moment.” Desiree said as she looked at him and then looked at the hive. One of them came over and whispered in her ear again. 
 
    She looked up, and she knew that they had to get into the cabin. She grabbed his hand, and they went in. The information that had been passed once again was like getting a download of four or five hours in just a matter of seconds. 
 
    “What is it what is going on?” he asked as he looked at her, knowing that something had happened. He just didn’t know how he was supposed to react to the idea of a possible threat. He didn’t even know what was going on other than the fact she wanted inside the cabin right now.  
 
    “Do you remember ever seeing this cabin before?” she asked if she looked at him dead in the eyes. That was when it actually hit him that he had been to this area so many times, but he had never actually seen the full size cabin before. It was more along the lines of something that was small and often up against a tree. However, in this particular cabin, he couldn’t actually say that he had seen before. Somehow, that had escaped him up until that moment. He shook his head as he thought about it.  
 
    “Actually, the answer is no. I’ve never actually seen this cabin before. I don’t know why I didn’t realize that sooner, but until you actually asked me, I didn’t even think about it.” He replied as he looked at her, knowing that she probably had all the answers already. 
 
    “This cabin exists, but it doesn’t exist. That’s the reason why it’s here right now. So, we can both exist and not exist. When we want to disappear, we will disappear. I know that might sound a little bit odd, but it’s very simple and complicated at the exact same time. The magic that was used to actually create this cabin is the same magic that they used to fade in and out. You said to yourself that you have never seen them before. You heard the stories, but you had never seen them. This is how they do it and keep themselves cloaked. It has to do with the magic of this spot. We have the exact same ability in different ways. They made this for us, but at the same time, it was here all along. You just couldn’t see it. The hive is in full activity for a specific reason. Somebody is looking for us. That’s why we need to stay in the cabin. We will be able to see what’s going on, but they won’t actually be able to see us or the cabin.” She replied, and he just looked at her like she had almost lost her mind, but at the exact same time he knew it everything that she had said was true. They were extremely safe where they were. They would exist, but not really. They could fade away for as long as they needed to.  
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    That was also when he saw the team of guards that was assigned to his mother searching the area. Of course, she wouldn’t come herself because she was deathly afraid of the others. It was common amongst their people for that to happen. He was going to have to ask them why that was because it had something to do with the ancestors they all shared. The reason why some of them were considered supernatural beings in the other ones was considered just normal humans. He often began to wonder if the humans had any of their qualities. Maybe Desiree would know, but any she would be able to explain that to him later. But at the same time, he really wasn’t that curious at the moment he was too busy watching the guards. They were walking right by the house and didn’t even register that it was right there. He knew exactly who every single person was that was there searching for them. Even the smoke from the cabin itself going up the chimney wasn’t something that they could actually see. It was like there was some kind of magical force field around them. It was blocking them from walking right by the house as well. This was the best place to hide and no one else knew about it.  
 
    He had to smile at the idea that this had been there the entire time, but it was brand new at the exact same time. That was when he realized that the others were absolutely timeless. They had an agenda as well, but they wouldn’t share it with anyone. They had explained a few things about how they were fixed points in time that had to happen no matter what. They couldn’t interfere with those at all, otherwise it would disrupt the entire thread that was time itself. He had never thought about such things, but he now had to think that the others themselves were the guardians of time and the timeline itself. They could see all of it at once. That might be why the children were the key to it. Children were more open-minded than adults who had lost all their curiosity except for a few. Those children would live on forever as part of the line.  
 
    It was almost amazing to him that he had never even pondered some of these things that he was now thinking of. There were so many things that intertwined every living creature and now that he had been touched by the others, he could actually see beyond himself and his particular species. Looking at his mate, who was now completely different but exactly the same, it was amazing to him. She didn’t even realize how special she actually was. There was nothing that she could possibly do that would ever change that. She was so much more than something simple. That was what she thought herself to be. He knew better.  
 
    He didn’t want to get into the philosophy of everything at or the beginning of life or things like that. He just wanted simple answers, like how they were able to do this. They could probably do this on such a great scale that if something happened, they would be able to completely cover something like a whole host of troops. He wondered if they had alliances with other creatures as well, like humans. He didn’t believe they did. They had to remain neutral about things. Somehow, as soon as he thought of the question, he knew the answers to it. They were the guardians of every part of history and the future. That was why they were so powerful.  
 
    This was beginning to be too much for him to think about, and he was starting to get a headache. Desiree was also watching through the windows right before him. There wasn’t that much that was going on, but at the same time, they were both on high alert. He knew that he had to help her learn how to transform so she would be able to defend herself if he was unavailable. That was going to have to begin sooner rather than later, and tomorrow might not be a good enough time if there was a storm. But she had to learn. There was so much that she actually had to learn that he hoped that there was some way that he could get all the information to her. He wished he had the same ability as the others for a minute. That he could download the information to her quick.  
 
    He needed to know that she would be taken care of. That she could take care of herself as well. He had no doubt when it really came down to it, but at the exact same time, he was absolutely sure that something was going to happen in the next couple of weeks. He wasn’t sure if he could pass as much information on to her as he actually needed to. So she would be ready. That’s all he wanted was for her to be prepared.  
 
    He was really hoping to avoid anything like a war again. He had seen what the devastation was through the entire populace. Even the vampires had gotten involved with the actual war and fought for some sides. He wasn’t exactly sure which ones or why, but he didn’t know that they were there. Much like a few other of the creatures like them. The ones that had been labeled creatures of the night. The one that was used to describe nightmares come to life. He had heard those fairy tales as well. He thought that they were absolutely hilarious, knowing that most of the people that he knew that were supernatural, so to speak or nothing more than just normal people like the ones that were telling the story very they just had a slightly different DNA. They all had the same history. Some just turned out slightly different and decided to hide themselves in a bit more from the ones like humans.  
 
    Some of the people were out of the area and they were just sitting there watching as they knew that the house would protect them. The area would protect them as well. Neither one of them quite understood how important this could possibly be to everything that was going to happen. But they now knew that they had this ability and a safe place to retreat to. It would be their safe house. The others would be there to help them and their children, if that was necessary.  
 
    That was also extremely important. It was something that nobody else would ever know about. They could pretty much live their entire life right there, hidden in plain sight. However, that wasn’t the way that the fixed moment in time was going to play out. They both knew that they had a major part in it. That did not make either one of them happy. Neither of them wanted to have anything to do with it.  
 
    Eventually, they would figure everything out. But for right now, they knew that they were safe. They knew that the others would watch over them for at least the night and the near future. They had their own agenda as well. He just didn’t know what it was. Desiree was also looking towards the hive and wondered what was going to happen with everything that was going on. They had no problem talking to her at any moment. She thought that was a blessing all on its own.  
 
    They would get through this. They had some of the most powerful of allies flying around the tree and house. The ones searching for them did not eve see them either.  
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    Night fell, and they have watched the colors play out in paint a beautiful picture on the sky only for it to be erased by the blackness of night. Both of them almost wished that they could go outside and look at the moon and the different stars that were there, but they knew that they were not going to take the chance of being caught off guard again. The fact that the others had just taken control and showing them a different side that they could actually use what is something that he wasn’t sure if it was a good thing or a bad thing. It had, however, protected them when they needed it. 
 
    The guards would not be far from there and if they made any noise, the guards would come back. He knew that his mother was looking for them. She wouldn’t stop until she found them. That was one of the things that he was more afraid of than anything else. The fact that his mother was now hot for their blood. Both of them.  
 
    They enjoy the painting of the sky from the inside of the house just looking out the window as they had also watched as other things just magically appeared for them. Chairs and a table for them to eat at. Quite a few other things, including a bed palette that just seemed to magically appear in the middle of the room. It was almost like the others were just in and out before they could even be seen. It was almost humorous if they actually said something to the other about something and then it just appeared. 
 
    “Maybe it’s the magic of the house?” Gabriel said as he looked at her and he just smiled. “One needs to be very careful of what they wish for if they’re in here if it’s so magical and you can get your wish just by thinking about it or saying something.” 
 
    “And what would you wish for if you could have anything in the world?” she asked, and she looked at him, knowing that he was probably going to say something ridiculous. 
 
    “Of course. I wish for you to be right here next to me. I could probably do anything in the entire world as long as I know that you’re right here.” he replied, and she just shook her head. Out of everything in the world, he would be the one that would only want her to be next to him. She could remember when people rejected her just by looking at her. All of the get-togethers that the packs would have, and she would be the one that was on the sidelines, completely rejected. Now the next in line to be the complete alpha of their kind, who is the one who wanted her around no matter what. 
 
    “Be serious for once.” she said as she looked at him, knowing that there was nothing else in the world that was going to get through to him when he was like this.  
 
    “I am being serious for once. I finally have what I have wanted for so long that I have fought for and searched for years. That’s you, by the way. Why wouldn’t I want you right next to me. I told you that we would wait to do whatever kind of commitment ceremony that you actually wanted. You said that you would probably end up talking to the hive to see if they had anything. However, that isn’t going to change the fact that eventually I want you to have our children. The cubs that we have will be the next in line to take my place when I’m old. When you and I are old. So, if I’m going to wish for anything, it’s for you to be by my side. I don’t want to rush you so I’m not going to say that I wish that you would be already breeding, and I know that it probably takes more than once.” he smiled as he looked at her and then all of a sudden she looked at him and realized that he had actually said the words out loud. The others wouldn’t be able to understand the fact that he was joking around when he actually said that. That he was talking about the future. The others had no concept of time. They had no real concept of anything other than the timeline. 
 
    “Do you know what you just probably did?” she asked if she looked at him and she just sighed.  
 
    “Not really, but I guess that you’re probably going to tell me. Because I probably messed up somehow.” he said as he just lowered himself to the chair, knowing that he was probably in for some kind of lecture. The look on her face was one of those that was almost complete exasperation. 
 
    “Think about what you just said. If you and I are in a magical area and we are in a magical house, that is able to give us what we want just because the hive made it that way. You just basically started talking about the future and us having children. Do you understand that the hive doesn’t actually understand what time is? They can go back and forth at any time. They have no concept of the actual timeline except for what they can go through. You just basically said you wanted to have a family, and that you hoped that I was already pregnant.” Desiree said she just shook her head, realizing that even though it was probably an improbability that they would be able to just snap their fingers and she would be pregnant. If they mated again, however, they would probably end up that way. 
 
    “I see. And by the look on your face, I can tell that you’re not exactly thrilled with me.” he replied as he began to laugh. “But I also don’t see you arguing the fact that you don’t want that to happen in the future either. Do you think it really matters if it’s now or then?” 
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    “I think you and I both need time.” Desiree replied as she looked at him, knowing that this was probably going to happen many times in their life. They were going to have to discuss things, and they both understood that communication with each other was probably the key. They knew that they were going to be able to be able to say anything to the other, and that was also a key. However, he wasn’t going to change what he wanted for his life. He didn’t particularly care if he was the ruler of their kind or not. He would find a way to survive and make sure that their family thrived. Even if that meant that they had to spend years in this cabin that could hide from the other world that was raging beyond the little field they were in. 
 
    He understood that things were going to happen, and he really didn’t want to have to deal with any of those things that were going to happen because they were going to be brought on by his parents. They were going to try to play off of his loyalty, which he already knew had completely changed. His loyalty was only to Desiree. There was no loyalty to his family or even his pack. That was a hard thing for him to swallow at first, but then he realized that’s exactly how it should be. There was no reason why he needed any other outlet for any of his energy. She was it. She was the important thing in his life. Her and their unmade cubs that would be their future. 
 
    Then he started to think that maybe they actually needed to stop with the seven ruling families. There was nothing that was beneficial to only keeping the line like this. It only bred hostility between all of the different lines. He could only imagine what it was like to get a ruling from people you had never actually met for the packs that were scattered throughout the entire world. He needed all of them to understand as well that their bloodline wasn’t and any better than anyone else is. It was all a farce. 
 
    There wasn’t anything else that he needed to do. That was what his goal was going to be. They didn’t need to be some headmaster alpha of their kind. He needed to make sure that they all stayed within a certain amount within their pack, but other than that, he didn’t want to rule over the different packs. He wanted a different path in life. He knew that he was not supposed to be the next ruler even deep down, though he had gone through all of the training. His father had only had a son just for that reason. To continue the bloodline, but as far as he could tell, the bloodline was already tainted by his mother and her demand for more power. 
 
    “I think that when the chance comes that I want to move forward in a different way. I don’t think that we should have a say with packs that are so completely different from us. I think there seven ruling families just need to give up a lot of their power for just having pure bloodlines. I think that the individual alphas for the packs should be more in charge than we should be.” Gabriel said as he looked at Desiree, knowing that she was probably the only other person on the planet that would understand what he was trying to say. He knew that he wasn’t being extremely clear either, but it was something that he really did feel strongly about. She would probably feel strongly as well, since she had lived in those packs for most of her life. It was something that divided them. 
 
    “I think the individual alphas would be more than happy to take up more of the ruling reins. I know all of the alphas I’ve ever met or always the ones that tried to balance things. If you gave them a little more power, they would probably be more loyal.” Desiree said as she looked at him, knowing that for him to actually admit that he didn’t want to be the almighty ruler of their kind was a huge step of trust. He knew that he was born for that. Just as she was born to be his mate. When the two ruling families had come together, it was supposed to create a line that was even stronger because it was of the number one and two families. That was something that nobody could deny. What they didn’t understand or would never actually know unless she or he told them was that she was also gifted by the others. That was something that had never happened before. As far as they knew the others have never taken an interest in any other kind of their own. She still had to figure out exactly how she fit into this world with all the differences that she had, but she would. She would figure everything out, eventually. She was sure that the others were going to protect the two of them while she was trying to figure out exactly what was going on. 
 
    “Then I think that’s exactly what we have to do. When and if we ever get the chance to be the rulers of our kind, I definitely want to make sure that the individual pack leaders have more power and don’t have to report to us at all. Unless there’s a major problem, I don’t see why we would have to be involved in their everyday life. I don’t see the reason for making more useless laws for them to have to follow and enforce.” Gabriel said as he looked at her and then she moved closer to him. 
 
    “Then you will have the loyalty of probably every one of those local pack leaders. Every single one of them wants to make sure that they are the only one that actually rules. If you give him that chance to be that, then nobody will ever think twice about defying you.” and with that he pulled her into his lap and just kept her there. It was one of those moments where he just wanted to have her close to him. He knew what was going to happen later on that night. Even though he had wished for it, he almost hoped that it didn’t happen so he could continue to try. He was sure they both would like to keep trying for the end result and they would for many times over their lifetime. He didn’t see the reason to stop like his parents had, and even hers. He wanted more than the required one cub. He wanted a few of them, but one special one. A daughter that would be like her mother. He could see now how much he really wanted that sometime in the future. That would be after he had a few boys to help out and watch over their sister.  
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    They knew that they couldn’t leave the cabin for at least some time. They didn’t know how far his parents had gone to actually set up camps nearby. Though in the darkness, they could actually see the trails of smoke and he had to wonder exactly what they were doing. They were not being stealthy at all. Gabriel knew how they were all trained. He had been trained the same way. This was going against everything that they had ever learned. He had to wonder if they were actually from his mother’s camp and not his father’s because his father would have their heads for not following the most simple of these instructions. It was almost sad to see how badly they were acting in this, though it was the couple they were there to flush out.  
 
    Gabriel could not wait. He said when he wanted to give up the major ruling aspect of the different packs. There were too many things and factors that he didn’t know about the local areas that could play a huge factor and why certain pack leaders made decisions. That was one of the things that he wanted to make sure that their kind was sustainable, and they were the only ones that would be able to make that decision. The rules didn’t make much sense to him about they all had to answer to the people of the island. Most of the people of the island had never been anywhere but the island. It was all about power. 
 
    Gabriel didn’t want power like that. Even though he had been raised his entire life to know that was his birth rite and that was the way that their kind had always worked, he was absolutely positive that he didn’t want to continue that way. It just didn’t make sense to him. It would never make sense to him.  
 
    Now, if he looked at Desiree, he knew that he wanted the next generation to be slightly different from the thoughts that they had been raised with. Things like this would always happen if there was some kind of power differential. She had been taken away, and she didn’t even know her birth rite or her place in the world just for the simple reason that people have made decisions for her. There was nothing that was important enough for that to happen again. He was going to make absolutely sure that his children were already taken care of well before they’re even thought of. There was no way that Desiree was ever going to have to do anything like that again. None of their children would. None of their children’s spouses would either. 
 
    For now, though, it was just time to rest. There was nothing that needed to be decided right then in there. They had time to figure things out, even though he understood that his mother or father, whichever one of them was responsible for, the soldiers outside were going to try to push things. He was actually afraid that they were going to push a little too far. If they started to bring other families into this, it could turn out into another whole war. Though he was never going to take part in that he was going to stand his ground though. He was never going to let somebody take Desiree again. 
 
    The fact that his mother had basically alluded to the fact that she did not want the younger woman to be there and had done many things to ensure that she wasn’t. It was something that he still couldn’t wrap his head around. She was the daughter of his mother’s best friend. They were cousins, in a way. Some distant form. They had grown up together for what he had remembered. Only Desiree’s mother had actually ever acted like a mother to both of them. 
 
    He understood the desire for the woman to want to protect both children. Right now, he was thinking of he was protecting the entire pack of their kind. If that meant he had to make an alliance with the others, he would do that, but the woman had already done that for them. Now the others were on their side. Not because they were werewolves, but because she was part of their hive without even knowing it. 
 
    Things were going to happen, and they were going to happen soon. They were probably going to be existentially changing to every single person that was there. He already knew that things were going to turn very quickly. He didn’t particularly like the idea that they were probably headed straight into a different kind of war. His father wouldn’t go down very quietly and probably thought that somehow, he was almost immortal. He wasn’t going to take the fact that he was not very well.  
 
    The man craved nothing but power in any shape or form. He had always been like that as far as Gabriel could remember. He had cut through the many women in court and Gabriel and everyone else had looked the other way in disgust as the man moved from one to the other. His mother had never thought to say anything about it, as she was doing the same. They both craved the power over the others and they would use it any way they could.  
 
    Gabriel wasn’t going to stand up and try to take the throne. If anything, he wanted the throne to be abolished, but that wasn’t going to happen at the moment. He wasn’t ready for that responsibility of changing everything for their entire species. Right now, he was just more focused on staying safe and keeping her safe. That was all he actually ever wanted to do. 
 
    Without thinking about it or even really acting, he found himself right next to her, holding her close to him. She was a sense of strength for him. She was one of those things that was emanating peace and relaxation around her. Though she was probably just as worked up as he was. She still had a lot more to figure out than he would ever have to. 
 
    He knew things were completely different with her and that was one of the driving forces for him to make sure that everything was better for her as well. He was never going to be the one that she could not turn to. In a way, she had already given up so much freedom just to be there and even though he knew that he was the one that brought her there a little by force, she still needed time. Time was the one thing he didn’t know if he had to give her.  
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    After the dream that she had, Desiree woke up and was in a cold sweat, knowing that she was going to have to run again. She didn’t realize that she had been training for everything her entire life. It seemed that she had to be tell him what was going to happen in their near future. They were going to have to leave the island even though she had just gotten there. They would remain together, though. It was almost as if being in this particular area, some part of her brain that was connected to timeline itself. She could see things that were going to happen in the future. She could also see things that had happened in the past. 
 
    “What?” Gabriel had asked as he looked at her, knowing that she bolted awake, and he had felt it. Even though his voice was still rough with sleep, he knew that she probably needed to talk. She was gulping for air, and she had known something was going to happen. The fact that his arm was wrapped around her, keeping her close to him, was something that he didn’t exactly completely understand. He just needed her to be that close to him. It was also to feel her as if something had happened, which it had.  
 
    “We’re going to have to leave the island sooner rather than later. I don’t know what it is about this place, but it feels like I’m connected to the timeline itself. Things that the others had told me to start to make more sense now that I can actually see it as well. It was almost like a warning that this was going to happen. Especially with us being right here. I can actually feel what’s going to happen in the future. And I can actually see what’s happened in the past just like they can.” Desiree said as she turned into his arms and looked at him in the eyes. 
 
    “So, we’ll have to leave?” he said as he looked at her and though he wasn’t exactly thrilled with the idea he knew that it was something that they were going to have to do if they were going to have any peace. He didn’t want an all-out war to start again, and he knew that was what was going to happen if his parents had their way. If they didn’t get exactly what they wanted out of the couple, a war was going to take place. Even he knew that without having to be connected too much to the timeline. The others were hinting at that from the beginning. 
 
    There were a lot of things that were going to have to take place, but they were going to have to be safe for right now. Right now, the only safe place on the island for them was right where they were. In a cabin that no one could see outright. Unless they wanted them to. The others were probably working their magic right now to make sure that this cabin stayed hidden. There was not much else they could do, but use the time they had to think about the future and know how they wanted it to turn out.  
 
    He knew that the others were also trying to avoid a war. Everything would be disrupted, and that was something that they didn’t particularly like. It was just a feeling that he had, but nobody actually liked war. Nobody actually liked fighting or the senseless injuries and death that happened with it. The only person who would actually see them did with someone who had never actually seen it or had to deal with it. His father had remained completely in the castle, so had his mother. They had no dealing with what they had actually caused. They had not actually fought in it at all.  
 
    He knew that Desiree’s parents had gone out and fought, and that’s one of the reasons why they were probably easy targets for his parents. He felt the guilt of his own because now he was the one who was supposed to be protecting their daughter and they were on the cusp of the exact same situation. 
 
    “Do you think that you could actually see what happened to your family?” he asked as he looked at her, knowing that he needed the answers more than she did. He had to know who took the bait and went after them. They had been upstanding members of the Royal Court for so long that he had to know who was actually a traitor and who wasn’t. It wasn’t them. He knew that right off the bat. He didn’t need her to tell him that either. 
 
    “I probably could at some point.” Desiree said as she looked at him, knowing that he must have some kind of plan if he was going to ask her to do something like that. 
 
    “I don’t want to rush you and the new abilities that you seem to have. I definitely don’t want you to have to watch somebody get murdered, let alone your parents. The only reason why I asked is because I would really like to know who was a traitor to the Royal Court. I also want to know whose orders they were acting on. Because if it was my parents, I need to know that when we do actually come out of seclusion. These people right here that are watching us are not going to try to attack. However, I do think that they’re trying to flush us out. We will be able to remain here for quite a while. I don’t have a question of the fact that the others will probably make sure that we have food and water for as long as we need it. I just don’t want to stay cooped up for very long if we don’t have to.” Gabriel said, believing in the words he was saying. If that meant that he actually had to leave the island, then he would be more than happy to as long as she was safe. She was the future of their kind, and he also knew that. There were more things that he had to come to grips with, though, and she needed to remember as well. There were quite a few things that still needed to be done and they had the time currently. In hiding, they were actually hiding within time itself. They had all of it in the world at their fingertips.  
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    A place with no time still had its own timeline. They knew the area that they were in was completely different and completely untamed in their own way. The others were a species that was beyond simple time and magic. They simply knew everything. They simply were timeless. They also had made an alliance with Desiree’s mother and, therefore, had completely changed Desiree to make sure that she would remain the same. She would survive no matter what. That also meant that their timeline was even different if they had to completely change everything. 
 
    Desiree was starting to get a complete overload of her senses at times because of the simple fact that she was one of them, but she was still not. Everything was swirling going past the cabin at times and she could actually see different lines inter merging in a way that she had never noticed before. The longer that she stayed in this particular vortex of space with no time, she was becoming increasingly more aware of what she actually was. She was very different from the normal person, or even werewolf. She was simply much more.  
 
    She knew one thing about herself and that had never changed or wavered. She was simply just a werewolf that had been touched by other creatures of the night that were never supposed to exist. The things that could possibly be called fairies in the human world. And she knew better than to ever cross them. She would have never asked for help from them by herself and she was almost grateful for the fact that her mother was the one that had to do it. They would come to the house, and they were just enter without ever making any noise. One by one they were to give her information, but only in their native tongue, which she couldn’t actually understand. It took hours for the information to unravel in her brain and then she realized that she must actually understand it, but her human side or her werewolf side this was not something that she could ever get away from. It simply was just there in front of her. She was going to have to learn how to deal with it, just like learning to deal with the fact that she was a werewolf Princess from one of the most admired families of all time. She was different.  
 
    She was also the next in line to the complete alpha. That was something that she had never actually understood. She didn’t want to be somebody’s Luna and, in a way, with Gabriel, she was never going to be that. They would be completely equal. She could already see the way that they both would end up ruling their kind through the different timelines that she could pass through. He didn’t quite understand it when she would just stare off into space that she was actually seeing the future or, in some cases, the past. Desi had already witnessed her parents’ murders, and she had already understood that there were things that she could never actually talk about. It was inherent. It was simply just one of the rules that she knew without even knowing the rules in the first place. She was just one of those people that understood the things that she wasn’t supposed to do. It had always been like that from the time that she had been raised and then she also realized that the woman who had raised her was the type of person that had followed the ways from years past. She wasn’t another or another sympathizer. She was simply just one of the ones who practiced the old ways. 
 
    That was something that Desiree didn’t quite understand at first, but now she did. Now she was also communicating with the others as well. She had done her job, and she was being punished for it, and the others were not going to take well to that. They had already made up their mind, and they had informed Desiree of what they were going to do if the woman was sentenced to an execution. She was supposed to be in the timeline still. They would have to act without her consent.  
 
    They also understood how Gabriel was a part of this. Though he had not been touched by them because of the connection between the two, he was always going to have a connection with them. That meant he was worth protecting as well. To the others, he was going to play a part in her life, and he was important. 
 
    Especially as he was the main protector of her. That was when one of the others accidentally let it slip that she should be expecting a child soon. Desiree had looked at the creature and didn’t know exactly what she had just said at first, but it was said in such a way that Desiree finally put the pieces together, and then she looked at Gabriel very quickly as the other disappeared. She knew that it was very possible that she might already be in a breeding way, though she wanted to believe that they still had time. Their particular child, their firstborn, would be the next in line after him. She had to wonder if he was going to be upset with the idea that their child could already be on their way. She was too young, as far as he was concerned. He was willing to wait, even though he had been the one to look for her for years. He had thought at first that it was just the simple thought that he wanted to find her. It wasn’t like that at all. It was a drive, a need. Something that he needed to have fulfilled with her by his side and now that she was, he had been content. Though things were always going to be difficult for the couple, it was one of those issues that they would have to work out. They were going to be exactly what they were. Together. A united front. If war actually came, they would be prepared. 
 
    Neither of them wanted that particular outcome to happen. Unfortunately, his parents had become so power hungry that they were willing to go after their own son. Which ultimately identified them as extremely dangerous since they had actually started the first war. Desiree was proof of that. 
 
    They both had accepted their roles in the next part of the history of their kind. Though it had not come to them easily. They had found their answers together. They needed the time, but the time had found them in many ways.  
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    She delved in and out of different timelines and memories of the times that were there. It was only a gift that she had just learned that she had as long as she was near where the others were. She sat out a window and it seemed that it was almost like a computer screen or a television playing some show that she had no idea what it was. For whatever reason, she asked the universe to show her things that were important. One of the things that she did as the universe and the others helped her steer passed through all of their issues throughout all of kind end time. 
 
    Desiree didn’t want to see everything. She didn’t want to see her parents’ deaths, even though the others had deemed it was necessary for her to actually see all of that. She hated the idea. She hated the idea even more when she actually saw what had gone on and who had been the perpetrator. She had seen the days leading up to it, including when her mother would hold her in her arms and know that she was going to die sooner rather than later. When the war had broken out, everybody was rushed to the main castle that was standing in the middle of the island. Desiree never actually wanted to see that castle again because she had seen what had happened there. One by one, different members of families that were important or executed in the hallways or in their own rooms. Desiree’s mother was one of the ones who had managed to escape to a more secluded area. That’s when she found the woman who would eventually raise her daughter. 
 
    “You must take her period. I don’t care what you have to do to keep her alive, but she has to remain alive.” Desiree’s mother said as she looked at the woman who was now in front of her. She handed a bundle that Desiree could now look into and saw that it was completely full of money. Her mother had been trying to protect her right from the beginning.  
 
    “Your Highness, I can’t take her. I don’t know if I could actually get her out of the castle without her being executed like everybody else. The Princess is already too well known for me to try to remove her from the council buildings.” the woman who had raised her said as she had looked at everything that was going around and that’s exactly when her mother pushed her into the other woman’s arms. They could hear the people coming closer. 
 
    “Take her and get her off this island. One day she will come back, and everything will be better. She will be the one to figure out everything. She will be the one we have all been waiting for. You will have to raise her in my stead. You need to make sure that she is a strong woman because she’s going to have to be to take on what she’s going to have to in the future. But understand that she is the most powerful of all of us. She needs a chance at life. Make sure that she has it.” Desiree’s birth mother sighed as she held on for just a moment more, and then she pushed the woman out the door. She kneeled down on the ground and looked around her, only to find small beings surrounding her. 
 
    “We know.” the other said to her as clear as day, knowing that in this particular memory it must be from her mother. Her mother had been able to actually talk to the others throughout her entire life. Their lines have been connected for years without anyone ever knowing. “We will watch over her period. We will stay with you until the end.” 
 
    “Please just make sure that she’s okay.” Desiree’s mother said as she looked at the small beings that were there. The woman was there in the stairwell and she had no concern for herself. She could only plead for her daughter.  
 
    “We will.” one of them said. “She is surrounded and will be for all time. One day she will come back. She will fulfill her destiny. Things will take time, but she will be safe. I promise you that from one to another.” 
 
    “Thank you.” Desiree’s mother said as she stayed there, kneeling on the ground. She turned around just enough to look at the door that was opening. The small beings that were there flew high, but they were still there. Their presence was there in the room and though the other person who had just walked in didn’t seem to realize that they were being watched from high above the room period, nobody actually wanted to be there because they had already seen this happen. This werewolf that was in front of them was a part of their line from a very long go. That was what made them connected and why they had also helped the young girl. The infant that was no more and then a year old or even less because they had no idea of time on this existence. They helped her for the same reason that they would help one of their own. Their bloodlines were connected and thus they would always protect what was theirs. All of the others wanted to act, but they knew this had to happen. In any of the lines that could have emerged from this incident, there was only one. It was a fixed point in history. This woman had to die.  
 
    Desiree’s mother looked at the face of the person who was going to execute her as she just sat there and made sure that she kept eye contact the entire time. She wanted him to be able to see the look in her eyes the entire time period she knew that it wouldn’t haunt him but at the exact same time it was one of those moments where she was not going to allow him to have the power over her. 
 
    Desiree hated when they got to this part at of the memory that played in front of her. She had already seen that a few times. Every time she had seen something new, it was like watching a TV show over and over again. The reason why she hated it was because, for the simple reason Gabriel actually looked like his father, it was almost easy to see Gabriel in the same position that his father was in with an axe in his hand. 
 
    She knew that they were different people, though. Gabriel would never act like this. He wanted to give up most of his power, whereas his father wanted more. His father was as evil as his mother. Somehow, the two evil werewolves had created a pure soul.  
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    Gabriel could always tell when she was in lost with one of the memories. She sat in the same spot and actually was looking at the window like she could see what was going on all the time. However, he also knew when she was witnessing something that she probably didn’t ever want to see. The fact that she had confided in him enough for him to know when she was actually seeing the murder of her mother caused by his father. He had held her hand one time, and he also had the ability to see exactly what was there. There was nothing else other than what she was showing him. 
 
    He absolutely hated his father and his mother at the moment. Though he knew that he couldn’t let that cloud his judgment. He knew for a fact that if it was ever called upon again, he would never choose his parents’ side on anything. He would make sure that he opposed any type of decision that they made for the entirety of all of their clans. There was nothing that he wanted to do anymore that was going to involve them. He hated them. He hated everything that they stood for, and they had done. He wished that he could go back in erasing the fact they had done any of it. They had brought enough shame to their names if people knew their crimes. He didn’t know how he came from the same blood.  
 
    They had hurt her, too. He could see all of the planning that his parents did to meticulously start the rumors that were going to be the ones that were going to end the peace that had arisen on the island. They wanted to make sure that they got rid of all of the families. Luckily, her mother had been smart enough to make sure that she was sent away. If her line had been erased completely, then they would probably be able to completely rule and take over. The distant cousins that the mothers were didn’t matter in the long run. They absolutely didn’t need to be in the same line for one of the ruling families to take over another. The two women who had been raised together and raised as friends and cousins were completely opposite from each other. One wanted the power that came with her title. The other wanted peace and knew her life would be the cost.  
 
    Also, through her ability to look through the timeline, they were also able to understand that it was his mother that was the one who had been planning all of this. His father had been completely in awe, and he had to believe almost at this exact same time that he was being drugged. A lot of the things that he said during that particular time made no sense. It was almost like he was repeating things that he had been told over and over again, but they had gotten mixed up in his brain. Not that Gabriel was ever going to excuse the fact that his father had a part of those acts. He had ordered them. He had killed his best friend. He had killed his best friend’s wife. He had been searching for years to find the child they left behind so they could also be murdered as well. 
 
    Seeing it for himself was one of those things that he was never absolutely sure that he wanted to do, but at the exact same time, he knew that he needed to. He needed to be able to make any of those decisions rather quickly and though he had never been able to actually understand why the war had taken place in the first place; it was now understood why. His mother had become so hungry for power that she had gone against every rule that had ever been set for anyone. Gabriel didn’t understand how somebody could take a life without hesitation and they had not only started at a complete war, but they had managed to kill people up close and personal. At least they ordered all of the murders. They only killed one person in the entire war. Desi’s mother.  
 
    The surprising thing was they never actually did any of the damage that they had done well in their wolf form. Both of them had actually only killed people when they were in a human form. That was something that he was going to take and start trying to dissect with the reason why. If they were in a more humanoid shape, they would be a little more vulnerable, but if they had come as a wolf, most of the people that they had tried to take on would be equal to them. It was a well-known fact that Desiree’s father had been a better fighter as a wolf than anyone else. He had been trained from the time that he was a toddler for him to be the second in command for war. Even though nobody had actually ever wanted one of those to happen, they had prepared for it. Now was the time that Gabriel was starting to understand why they did that. Gabriel also understood why every time she shuddered. She looked exactly like her own mother, as much as he looked like his father. 
 
    He didn’t know how she could actually stand for him to touch her after she had seen that the first time. When he tried to pull back in stay as far away from her as possible, it had been a defense mechanism from her being more important to him than even her physical touch. He didn’t want her to hate him for things that his parents did. He didn’t know if she would be able to see past the fact it wasn’t him. It had only looked like him.  
 
    It was going to be extremely hard to be able to separate those things from her mind. Though he didn’t actually know if she would ever be able to get over it. It was something that was going to haunt her for the rest of her life. It was like she had lived through it being there. It was a painful thing to see. Even for him. He hurt physically because of it.  
 
    It was also going to hurt him for the rest of his life whether he had to make sure that his parents paid for their crimes or if they had to start new somewhere else. He didn’t know if he could actually survive anywhere else for a long period of time in a humanoid form. That was going to be the thing that was going to change for all time. He knew what he had to do. It was just going to be one of those situations where he wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to do that. He would have to learn. He knew that she could, and he had to be with her. Even if she turned away from him because of the actions of others, he would try for the rest of his life to make it up to her. He would follow her to the ends of the earth if he had to.  
 
    There had to be another war, but this one was not going to be as bloody. As far as he was concerned, only two people had to die. Unfortunately, those two people were his parents. He was going to be the one to make sure that they actually paid for their crimes as publicly as they possibly could. He also wanted to dissolve the council as much as possible. It was only right for the people in the local areas to make the laws. At no point were they ever going to make any sense otherwise. Gabriel didn’t have a clue as to what happened on any one of the continents where their people were. Customs change period and he was willing to bring in a new era for their kind. 
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    The two spent the days in the cabin. They learned more about each other, and they also learned about the past and the future. Desiree could see both when she looked through the timelines to a spot. She knew the future wasn’t written completely, but she was glad to see that they were there and together.  
 
    “How many kids do you want?” she asked as she laughed to herself. She had already seen them in the future and she knew the answer already. She knew most everything for their future already. She also knew because she knew that some things could change. They were not set in stone as a fixed point.  
 
    “I don’t know one?” he said as he looked at her. “That is normally what the royal families have with maybe the exception of certain things.”  
 
    “Just one?” she said with a smile and he knew that she was really asking him and not wanting the political answer. She wanted what he really wanted as an answer. At least to know what he wanted. If it was just one, really, he would be surprised at the end of their lives.  
 
    “Okay, I want as many as we can have, and you not be hurt.” Gabriel said as he smiled. He let out a sigh as he said it. He had to make sure he was completely open with her. He was surprised that she could even look at him at times. With everything they had learned about what went on and the families involved, he wouldn’t blame her for hating him.  
 
    “That is more honest.” She said with a smile. “Well, we have a few in the future. Those are the things that are not written in stone. Though things may happen to change a few details, we are set piece of history.” 
 
    “A few?” he asked with a grin.  
 
    “A few.” She said as she looked at him.  
 
    “I think what I saw was only a few years ahead of us. You were the main alpha, and you were restructuring the way we do things.” Desi said as she looked at him. “You and our son were there doing that, but he wasn’t more than five.”  
 
    “And?” Gabe prompted. 
 
    “The others were there as well.” Desi said with a smile.  
 
    “And how many of our children were there?” Gabe asked. 
 
    “Four others.” She replied. 
 
    “Four?” he asked. “So five children altogether?”  
 
    “And another on the way.” She smiled.  
 
    “Desi.” He whispered as he looked at her. “You are telling me we have a pup every year?”  
 
    “I think so.” She smiled as he swept her up in his arms.  
 
     “Also that in five or so years we have a son?” he asked. 
 
    “Yes.” She replied. “He looks like you.” 
 
    “And he is near five?” Gabe asked with even more of a grin.  
 
    “Yes.” she said as she looked into his eyes and knew what he was thinking.  
 
    “Then maybe we should work on creating him, don’t you think?” Gabe asked.  
 
    “Maybe we should.” She replied, as she already knew that he was going to love her until the world stopped spinning. This was something that she would never be able to get enough of. Though the words had never been spoken, he showed her every chance he got how he truly felt about her.  
 
    A few hours later, they laid on the couch together, knowing they were not going to be disturbed by even the others, who seemed like they were trying to get the two to breed. Though he didn’t want to think of it like that, he also knew they also had their own agenda. They wanted his parents gone.  
 
    He couldn’t blame them. Desi had told him of many things that his parents had gone back on. How his ancestors had promised the others many things as well, but they never followed through. He wondered why they had even let him be born.  
 
    When he talked about that fact, Desi smiled. “Gabe, you do realize they can see through time, correct?” 
 
    “Yes.” He replied.  
 
    “Then you know they helped my line of ancestors and myself for reasons.” She spoke softly as she looked him in the eye.  
 
    “Yes.”  
 
    “Then why can’t you realize they let all of that happen so you would be born?” she asked. 
 
    “What?” he asked as he looked at her and then kissed her nose.  
 
    “Gabe, they knew I would be here. The other child who was also a full werewolf. I am both. They knew I would be here, and they knew I was going to need someone like you to protect me in the long run. A warrior with a good heart.” Desi replied and Gabe knew then he was as destined in this life as she was. They were supposed to happen. All the doubt. All the feelings faded away to the point of him realizing that they were a fixed point in history. They had to happen. This was more than just something good for him. He knew now he was important to time and their kind without just being his parents’ son.  
 
    They needed each other as they were supposed to be together. They pulled their strength from each other. That was one of the reasons the others were hiding them. They needed the young creatures to find the bond that should have always been there. Though the fact they had been separated was not their fault and it would only serve to strengthen the bond these two would have in the long run. They were going to be the strongest of their kind.  
 
    Desi was already. She just didn’t know it. He threw out the terms he had grown up with. “I wonder if the others have a ceremony like we do for becoming untied.”  
 
    “You mean like a wedding?” Desi asked.  
 
    “Yes.” He said as he looked at her. “I think that we should commit to each other under their rules and not the werewolf ones.”  
 
    “Why?” she asked. 
 
    “Because we owe them more than we do any werewolf one.” He said as he grinned.  
 
    “Is this you asking me?” she asked as she turned and looked at him.  
 
    “Yes.” Gabe replied as he moved to look her in the eye. “I want to commit myself to you in every way. Not as alpha and Luna. Not as the leaders of our clans. I want to have you as my partner always Desi. My full partner. I accept you as you are and even the other part of you. I want that in my life forever.”  
 
    “Then it is done.” Desi said, and she smiled. 
 
    “What?” he asked. 
 
    “That is, it.” Desi said. “According to the others, only a real pledge to each other is the most binding thing. A ceremony takes too much, and it is not about the commitment the two must have to each other. We are married by the way of the others now.”  
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    “That’s it?” he asked as he looked at her, knowing there had to be more to the ceremony for the timeless creatures. It couldn’t be that simple, though he knew that was it. They were that simple in the long run. The idea that they were long-lasting creatures that might even be really immortal because no one ever knew how long they lasted on this plane of existence. It could easily be forever, and no one would ever know. They didn’t interact with many species, they just did what they were supposed to. As far as anyone knew, they helped keep the balance of the planet, but no one really knew they were there. They were the guardians of time and things that happened within any timeline.  
 
    “That’s it.” Desi said as she looked at him. There was nothing else she could say as he had to understand by their standards they were also already married. The moment they mated, it was a pact between them. The more powerful the encounter, the more they were bonded. They both knew that they were bonded beyond just the ceremony that was there at their beginning. Love wasn’t something that most had a chance at having. However, Desi could see that they were different. Gabriel showed all the signs of being protective and possessive when it came to her. Those were factors of love. Desi didn’t know what it was either, but she hoped they could have it all.  
 
    “How simple.” Gabe said with a chuckle. “Leave it to them to simplify something like this.” 
 
    “Well, at the base, it is the best way to be. Simple. When it comes to your mate for the rest of your lives together, a declaration is the easiest way to go.” Desi responded as he walked over to where she was and then wrapped her in his arms.  
 
    “You are correct.” He said as he looked down into her eyes. “Now that we have checked off two different types of committing to each other, I think we should move upstairs to the loft for a little while.” Gabe said as he brushed some of her hair off her cheek. 
 
    “Why?”  
 
    “Because as much as I don’t mind the others coming and going anytime, they wish to, since they are the ones that are hiding us both and keeping you safe. I really don’t want them to come in right now while I am making love with you to really make all our dreams start.” He said with a deep chuckle. 
 
    “Gabe.” She spoke. Then she found herself up in his arms quickly as he continued to the smaller staircase that led to the small area they deemed their private area in the cottage. They both knew that they would not be bothered, but she sent a silent warning to the others that lived outside. It did seem that as she was close to the hive, she could do that. It was tapping into her basic nature.  
 
    That was her last thought for the rest of the day as the two spent the rest of the day in bed together. Though they were both worn out, he smiled at her as he continued to kiss her and then working them both up to a fever pitch that they both knew was not normal for their kind. The nice part was no one was around. They weren’t even really on the island anymore. They were in the void of time, though it seemed that they were there watching the sunsets off of the coast where the house normally was.  
 
    That was something they could stay there for all time and then return and take their places at the head of the kind of that they were. Later in the night, when they could think again, he started to understand what the plan was for the small little creatures.  
 
    “They are holding us here for a reason.” He said. 
 
    “They are.” She said with a smile. 
 
    “You knew?” he asked. 
 
    “That they want to avoid more bloodshed, yes. They do not like when things fight. They do not want any more death.” Desi said. 
 
    “My parents?” he asked. 
 
    “Are being dealt with in a different way.” She replied. 
 
    “How?” he asked. 
 
    “Magic.” She said. “Soon we will be called to move into our spots.”  
 
    “Our spots?” he asked. 
 
    “At the head of our clans. At the top as rulers of our kind.” She said as she looked at him. “You will be named the Alpha and me your Luna.”  
 
    “No.” He replied.  
 
    “No what?” she asked. 
 
    “You are not my Luna.” He said with a smile. “You are my alpha.” 
 
    “No one will buy that.” She said with a giggle. 
 
    “However, I do everything for you.” He said as he kissed her again and then decided to make sure that they could not think again for the rest of the night.  
 
    In the brightness of day, they knew their time was going to come to an end soon enough at the cabin. They knew they would have to join the ranks of the rest of their kind. They didn’t want to.  
 
    “I want to stay here where it is safe, and it is just the two of us.” Desi said one night as they knew they were there but at the same time they had no idea how long it had really been on the outside of the small cottage. It seemed they had been there for a month, maybe a little more.  
 
    That was when it hit him as he looked at her. He knew. He knew the real reason they were there it wasn’t to prevent a war. It wasn’t because he knew too much. The others wanted to make sure they left here as three.  
 
    Desi was already breeding. They would have their own child soon enough. That was what this was all about. Something they would have to fight for. He walked over to her and placed his hand on her abdomen. She was surprised, but then she seemed to understand all he knew as well. She looked up at him and his blue eyes. They stood there together, and he leaned down and kissed her hard.  
 
    “I will always protect you and our cub.” He whispered in her ear.  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
   
  
 

   
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 47 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    That was a complete surprise that Gabe could figure out what was going on with Desi. It would seem that the others had completely taken over their life in one particular way. They wanted them to continue their lines. For whatever reason, the others were just as invested in the future as they were. He knew what the timeline said because Desiree had already told him that they would be there along with their children, and they would have taken over the entire island themselves. He didn’t know how he was going to accomplish what he actually wanted to accomplish when it came to abolishing the seven royal families. That wasn’t something that people were going to give up very easily, even though he knew that they could. They would have to be in a somewhat ceremonial position instead of an actual ruler. So much damage had already been done to their kind because the seven families were always going to be at each other’s throats to become alpha. 
 
    He had known the children of the other families his entire life as he had been brought up with them, except for his time apart from the island during the war. It was almost hilarious to him that he was sent off to Europe, and she was sent off to the Americas. and both of them were completely looked down upon because their parents had tried to save them. He probably knew deep down that other people realized what his parents had done and even though he had accepted it. It was still a huge issue that he was going to have to deal with when he took over for his family. Knowing that Desi was there next to him was going to be one of those things that was going to help him in the long run. She had had her complete life ripped away from her along with her bloodline birthright. By a fluke of nature, he had been able to find her even though he now knew that he was assisted by things that he didn’t want to see at the time. He was grateful that the others had pointed him in the right direction, probably more than once. He knew that everything had to be connected and one day he would be able to figure it out even more so than he already had. 
 
    The one thing that he always knew was that he didn’t want to be like his family. His mother had been pretty hands on with him as a child and even when he came back, she didn’t want to let him out of her sight. They only had one child and therefore it was all on game to make sure that their line continued. He would end up having to become alpha, so he was going to have to learn how to battle and how to also manipulate people into believing whatever he said. That he had learned at his father’s knee. Though he was never a good at it. He just simply didn’t want to have anything to do with trying to. He always thought that honesty was the best way to go. Even if he was making a difficult ruling, though, he was never actually allowed to do much of anything. It was almost like his parents had thought that they were almost immortal, which led him to believe that they were slightly delusional and everything that they had done. He didn’t really want to think that both of his parents were extremely horrible people. It was hard not to though after realizing that they had started a war and ended up killing their best friends.  
 
    He sat against the chair as he looked at her across the room as she made a simple dinner for the two of them to eat. That’s when the idea actually hit him that they had actually started the war to kill their friends. It seemed to that they were going to right from the start. This wasn’t something that he actually ever wanted to think about knowing that. Whatever, it was going to be a huge deal when he had to deal with his blood mate. He also realized that was part of it. His parents had killed his best friends and who were her parents and sent her away. It wasn’t his mother that had sent her away like he had been told to keep her protected. She had actually seen the timeline where it was her mother who had been the one to actually send the woman off the island. In the end, though, his mother had taken credit for it. The woman wanted to look good to the other people. She would have to talk, too. That was the reason Desi was never returned. She couldn’t be.  
 
    Everything that he had ever been told in his entire life had been a lie. Right from the start. The blood ceremony had been his parent’s idea. He knew now that it had to then some kind of coverup. They had been planning to do what they had done for years beforehand. Since they had gotten matched together. They were going to be the ones to rule their kind for the rest of existence. That meant one thing to him. He knew that the two options that were ahead of him were not what he ever wanted to think about. The war was supposed to completely take out all of their kind, which really didn’t make any sense to him, as his parents needed other werewolves to feel important because they were the first family. The other option was that they were going to be the ones to rule forever, which also didn’t make any sense because they were not immortal. They had the same lifespan as most humans. He had watched his parents’ age. He didn’t understand what the heck they were thinking or planning in the long run. The fact that they were now in the market to completely erase their own son by hunting him down was not something that he was willing to think about. They had already taken way too much from him and now he knew that he was going to have to battle with them in a way that they were much more experienced than him. 
 
    He looked at Desiree, who was cooking. He now had everything in his life the exact way that he had always dreamed it to be. There wasn’t anything else that was going on in his brain other than the fact that he was still celebrating the fact that the two of them were going to have a cub. Now he had everything in the world to fight for. His son would have a completely different world around him with two parents who actually cared about him and any other cub that came after him, as well as each other. 
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    After the simple dinner was finished cooking, she turned around and saw him completely deep in thought. She knew that he had a lot of things to come to grips with that she didn’t have to. In a way, she was free from any of the extra feelings of her parents and anything that they had planned to do along with his parents. In her mind, she could actually see both of them fighting for her to survive. She didn’t have any of the emotions that should be attached to the moment. She didn’t want to seem ungrateful because she was grateful that she was alive and that her parents had enough foresight to get her off the island as quickly as possible because otherwise she would probably have died as well in some unknown accident caused by his parents. 
 
    The two didn’t want to speculate on anything that was actually unknown for the reason that they didn’t want to believe and too much that they couldn’t actually see. The one thing that they both had realized was that everybody had a motive of some sort. Even the others. They knew that the only two people that they could trust were each other. 
 
    There was a connection that not even a blood ceremony could have caused between them. It went so much deeper than that. She didn’t quite understand exactly what that meant or how it was going to have to play out, but right now they had to deal with everything that was it in front of them. They also had to make a lot of choices that they weren’t really ready to make at the moment. It was more than that. It was for their child that they had to think about. She now understood what her mother must have felt like when she had to make the decision to send her away. 
 
    It was heartbreaking. She already felt attached to the baby that was growing inside of her. Though he had used the most accurate term, she still had a hard time believing that she was a werewolf, even though she knew that she was. Not only was she, but she was also a Princess as well. And that made her life feel very weird with just the thought that she had gone her entire life as the last in any pack. No pack had accepted her. No pack wanted to have anything to do with the small family of three. She knew that the woman that she thought was her mother had done things to make sure that she was somewhat accepted. Now she had to think that the pack leaders and any alpha that they had come across had been paid off at some point. Though they never really had enough money to survive, and her mother worked as hard as she possibly could often very late at night and even her brother to a point helped out with hunting. Desi already had always felt like she was a third wheel even though they tried to continue to have her within the family. She tried everything that she could to fit in. And not to stand out. She had done whatever she could to survive. It had all helped her. 
 
    She just shook her head as she was trying to clear her thoughts out. He was looking out the window now. She had to wonder if he could actually see the timeline as well. Though she really didn’t believe that he could, it was her connection with the others that had allowed her to be able to do that. To be able to access the timeline in that particular way was not as easy as it sounded. They were often lines that connected that would take you to a completely different time without even thinking about it. Crossing those lines was extremely difficult mentally. It could cause many headaches as she was dealing with those for the past few weeks. However long they’ve been in the cabin at this point. They hadn’t moved in time, but at the exact same time, they had. It was very confusing in the way that things had happened. She knew that particular line was going to be slightly confusing to anyone who actually tried to watch it. If anyone ever did. 
 
    He seemed to be sorting through some things as he looked out the window, and surprisingly, that’s when she actually saw that he was going through different timelines. He was accessing things. It seemed that the things that he was accessing all had to do with her. He wanted to know everything that she had gone through. She didn’t understand why, nor did she really care because she had absolutely nothing to hide, she would be more than happy to talk to him about it though at the time it really didn’t seem like it was all that necessary to talk about the past. A lot of decisions that she would have to make in the future were going to be dependent on that passed, though. She didn’t understand, and she didn’t think that he was trying to invade her life. He was just trying to understand her life. Understanding that her life was completely different from the way that it should have been right from the start with something that even she didn’t want to deal with. There was no overlap of any other lines when it came to her life. That meant that it was supposed to be the way that it was, and she couldn’t actually have any regrets about the way that it had turned out. 
 
    Not everybody was like her. Not everybody could handle what she had gone through as a child and all of the rejections. But it made her a better person, and she was happy now with the way that her life had turned out. It wasn’t every day that a handsome Prince would find you and then kidnap you and bring you to its nearly deserted island that was actually part of your birth rite. Where you actually find out that you are everything that you had always dreamed you were. That handsome Prince was actually married to you from the beginning of your life. 
 
    Everybody wanted a piece of them at the moment, and she wasn’t willing to give them anything. She finally had something in her life which she would actually fight for. It wasn’t just her child that was growing. It was the fact that she now had him as well. She had seen numerous times her mother had treated her father, and she knew that was exactly how she needed to treat Gabriel. There was nothing but love between her parents. She knew at the base that there was nothing but love between her and Gabriel as well. That was what was going to get them through to the end of the day. That was what was going to make them victorious. 
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    They knew that they had been in the cabin for at least a few months, even though it had only seemed like a few days to them. They also knew that there were other things that were going on they had to address in the outside world. The only reason why they understood where they actually were in the timeline was because Desi’s condition was very well known at this particular point. She was already starting to show. Gabriel absolutely loved the way that she looked at the moment. In the cabin over the past few months, they had actually been teaching each other different things. The things that they were treating each other were going to be paramount in the way that they handled the situation when they got out, ready to face it all at all once. She learned how to transform herself. That was one of the things that she had never learned from any of the packs that she had lived with. She also knew she never wanted to again unless she had to. She wouldn’t now as she was carrying the baby inside of her. To her, that was too dangerous. She wouldn’t risk it unless it was life or death for her or Gabriel.  
 
    Now she was ready to face the rest of them head on if she had to. She had an internal strength that she understood was probably coming from the baby. The one thing that connected her to Gabriel besides her blood. She would fight for her child, and she knew that she would. She understood the feeling that her mother must have had before she had to give up her own life to protect her daughter so that this could actually happen. 
 
    When of the others had appeared in front of them as they had come used to the fact that the others came and went without warning in the house, and they had also learned a different way of communication that was easier for the two to understand them. When they had passed along the message that it was time for the cabin to reappear, both of them understood what that meant. They had been preparing for this moment. With the others knew for a fact of what was going to happen in the future. That was the one blessing that they both had, and they understood more than anything else. 
 
    They had a future. Which meant that they had to face the present right now. So, they would be able to move forward and have what they wanted. They just wanted to remain together and be happy and let their family grow. No matter what happened, they knew that they were going to end up together. They knew that they could retreat back here at any point. The others would probably welcome them back with open arms. If not, really, truly opened arms, they would still be doing what they had to do. 
 
    The others had all warned them of the few things that they had seen. That way, the two of them would be able to be prepared in that particular moment because otherwise it could change everything. Gabriel nodded to the small creature that was there, knows that it was his job to make sure that his wife and his child would be absolutely taken care of. It wasn’t just his part in history, but it was to continue on their line. The others felt connected to Desiree and her child, which meant that his line would always continue on. He knew that no matter if he made a mistake or not, they would be taken care of. Though he would much rather he was the one who was taking care of them. 
 
    It was nighttime when the cabin reappeared. They both walked outside for the first time in a few months and could feel the fresh air and the salty tang of the water. They knew that this was exactly what they needed the cover of night to start again. It was still good for them to feel the air on their faces for a moment before they did anything. The moment was upon them to do whatever they needed to start all they were tasked to do.  
 
    Gabriel took her hand and gave it a quick squeeze as they continued to walk out of the forest and straight to the castle. He was going to stop along the way and pick up the rest of the royal families, or at least members of them. One by one, the group was formed and was there to be witness to everything that had gone on and that would go on in the future. Gabriel had been warned that he needed people to actually see what was going on. They needed witnesses to see. They needed the same people who all had doubts to hear it all. It was the only real way forward. 
 
    They walked into the main gate of the castle and up the stairs very quietly, not alerting anyone to their presence there. The door to the main sitting area that his mother often used and that his father would join her was completely open. They were talking very freely about what they were planning on doing when Gabriel and Desiree ended up showing themselves again. 
 
    Everybody was in shock that they had talked so openly, but then again, there was nothing and nobody there that they knew of that they would be heard. They had gotten away with so much already that it wasn’t a huge surprise when they realized it was too late for them. Both of them looked up into the door, where they saw the couple standing there. They also saw all of the witnesses that had just heard them confess what they had actually done. Their entire plan was now thrown out the window because every single person had already overheard their confession. It was the confession was going to be the one thing that was going to be remembered of their time as rulers. Gabriel didn’t really think that it was going to be as simple as it was, and he knew that there was going to be a lot of resistance and his parents would probably end up getting some kind of assistance from somebody but at least he had already proven that what he had said as they continued together more people was true. There was no longer any doubt of what his parents had actually done. 
 
    “Gabriel, how could you do this to us?” his mother asked as she looked at him as other people in the royal families decided to place them in cuffs. Not only were they in cuffs, the cuffs were enchanted to make sure that they couldn’t transform. Knowing that both of them had the ability to be a lot stronger than the others that were there who had witnessed everything. It was a necessity for everyone’s safety.  
 
    “You killed Desiree’s mother. You started a war so you could gain ultimate control of all of our kind. There is no one else to stop you from what you had planned except for me. Not only did you plan on killing Desiree as well, but you were going to make sure that I was in pain for the rest of my life, knowing that I had already been secured by a blood ceremony with her. You know that meant I would never be able to mate with another and you know it. Instead, all you wanted to do was have the control for yourselves. I don’t understand how you even remotely think that is a great idea, considering that you’re not immortal. The line was going to die, anyway. I did the one thing that I had been told I was going to do along. Mother, you were the one that said that I was going to do great things. I’ve done those great things right now. I have a child on the way with my wife and I’ve stopped you and father. Don’t ever think that this was easy. But after seeing what you did in the past, I want to make sure that you understand you are no longer my parents. I have no remorse in making sure that you and father can never hurt another person.” 
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    As Gabriel watched his parents leave the castle and head to the dungeons which were being guarded by people that he actually trusted. He knew that everything had completely just changed. Normally there would be some kind of tribunal to appoint him the next leader of all the clans, but everyone just simply agreed that right now they were going to have to be held in a place that was going to hold them completely. That they could never reach the light of day again. They were going to have to be hidden as well. So no one could help them out.  
 
    Gabriel completely understood and agreed with everything that was going on, except for the fact that nobody seemed to even question his ability to lead. They had basically just avoided a complete war again because that’s exactly what his parents were headed for. They had confessed to each other all the sins they had in front of everyone. They knew that they had to do things like that to make sure that Desiree wasn’t going to survive. It was something about her line that was inherently dangerous to them, and he had to believe that it was because the others had touched her. They had to have known somehow that her mother was as well.  
 
    “As much as I would prefer to remain your leader as you all believe that I should be because of which family I come from, I have to disagree with all of you. The person who should be ruling is my wife. She is the one that will bring a change for all of our people. There really is no other way to describe what had happened while we were gone, but the simple fact is that the others are aligned with her. Not only they are aligned with her, they want to make sure that she continues on the path that she’s supposed to. The only person here who is completely untouched by the biases of my parents is her.” Gabriel stated as everyone looked at him and then realized that what he was saying was absolutely true. No one was going to question anything he said right now. The silence of the room happened as everyone realized that he was not giving anything up. He was giving it to the right person for the job. The throne would still be his in a way as well. He had been the one that had been raised to take it.  
 
    There was no getting around it and though Gabe didn’t really want to believe in the fact that he wasn’t capable of doing exactly what he had trained for the entirety of his life it was the perfect example that she was the perfect person to rule. Everybody had been completely clouded in the way that they were brought up and even taught because of the way that his parents had acted in the way that they had done things. Starting a war to end families was not the way to go about abolishing them, and he did believe that would be the ultimate thing that Desiree would do as well. If anyone from any of those families, the seven ruling families, questioned the fact that she was the person to do that, it was the simple idea that she was not tainted by anything from that island. She also had real world experience that nobody else ever had. Except if they had run and fled during the war, which nobody would actually ever own up to because it was almost like treason. People were supposed to stay and fight. Even if that meant their deaths.  
 
    Desiree was absolutely surprised at what Gabriel had just said. They have never talked about anything like that before and she really didn’t know what to think. As the other families realized that she was the spitting image of her mother and therefore was probably very much like her, anyway. The older woman had a way that was calming about her, and they all enjoyed her company when she had been alive. She was severely devoted to every person that she came across and she wanted to make sure that everybody had a better quality of life than what was the right there on the island. She was one of those people that was not going to allow the differences between her station and somebody else’s. She was friendly with even the staff of the buildings that were on the island, which said a lot about her character. Where most of them wouldn’t even know half of the names of the people that worked for them, this woman knew the name of every person on the island. 
 
    They had to believe that Desiree would be the same way. So right then, in the room that they were in, which was ironically a sitting area for the main family, it was decided that Desiree would be the next leader and the next true alpha have all of their kind. Gabriel leaned down as he looked her in the eye, and he knew that she was scared of the idea. To be perfectly honest, he was as well, but it was a trick in the long run that he hoped would work out. He knew that it was going to bring out any of the people that were going to have resistance to any new ideas that they could possibly have. This would be a valid reason to come forward and question things. As far as he knew, there had never been a female ruler before, but he had actually done a lot of history on the humans and saw that the societies that had women as rulers were usually the most peaceful and often the most graceful as well. It was time for the werewolves to come out and begin to live their lives more openly. He hoped that she would be able to bring that to the people who lived on different continents as well. 
 
    That’s why it was important to have most of the ruling at the level of each pack. They could have other things to have to answer to for those particular alphas and then they could all report back to Desiree who would be the ultimate decision making but for the most part they knew that most people needed to have that decision made not by people who lived on an island in the middle of nowhere by somebody who actually understood the situation at hand. 
 
    “Trust me.” Gabriel said it in her ear and that was when she knew that there was a lot more play. He would fill her in more when they could settle down. They knew that this would take a while before they could really rest for the night, though they both had been for the past few months gearing up for this encounter.  
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    Desiree didn’t like the idea of being kept in the dark on anything. She also understood that the surprise that had to happen had to be real. This wasn’t something that either one of them could fake. There was too much at stake as far as she was concerned and also where he was concerned. They both had a common goal, and they were both going to work towards it. They had already talked about it numerous times and what they actually wanted to accomplish with the time that they were going to be rulers. They also realized that there should be some sort of limit that they could actually be rulers as well. By the time of their son was old enough to take over when he was the same age as Gabriel, for example, it would be good for them to have some kind of ceremony and turn over to them. But at that point, they still hadn’t quite decided if they actually wanted it to be through a bloodline or if they wanted to continue just to see who was the readiest to be able to take over. What they wanted to do was set up a system that wasn’t going to be like anything they had already had. A monarchy was not the way to go. 
 
    That led to too much hostility between the different families in even though different families needed to marry within each other to keep the bloodlines pure. At the exact same time, it was one of those situations where they realized it was very much like racism or sectionalism. There was no reason for the bloodline to remain pure as long as it remained werewolf and even, in that case, let’s say their son fell in love with a human. They would be more than happy to accept that. It was time for a change. There needed to be a lot of different changes made, but they also knew that they couldn’t make them right off the bat. They had to work into everything. 
 
    Things had to happen slowly, otherwise people were not going to accept them. Most of the people that were surrounding them right now were the type of people that needed to have the idea that they were special just because of their bloodlines. It had been ingrained in them, so they were going to have to deal with the fact little girl who was from the same bloodlines as them who had not lived amongst them at all, but had been given in a blood ceremony to their actual leader who had just given her the leadership who is now in charge. That was going to take time as well. One thing that they had learned was time was of an essence and no matter what they did, it would either slip away or it could be stopped at any given moment. The one thing that Gabriel was counting on was the simple fact that people would be more intrigued by her than they would be overwhelmed by anything that he had come up with. They both agreed that the whole system needed to change for them to be able to continue as a society. But they also wanted to be members of the global society and they needed to open up to allow that to happen. It wasn’t going to be simple when it wasn’t going to be one of those things that they were going to be able to accomplish right away. There was going to be a lot of work involved. A lot of people were going to have to change the way that they did things and change is something that always caused resistance. However, he wasn’t going to force whatever was going to happen through fighting any longer. He wanted to abolish that ability to have any of that happen. But he technically couldn’t. She could, though. She had lived in places where it was completely necessary to fight for your life in many ways and she could explain why having simple arena fights for the sake of just showing who was stronger was not exactly the way that they needed to continue as society. 
 
    They needed to grow and, in a way; they needed the humans as well. They knew that the humans were actually pretty much the purebloods, and they were the mutation. Most of them actually knew how werewolf came to be in the first place and it wasn’t some myth but an experiment. One of the first experiments and the werewolf had separated completely from their actual human side for quite a long time, until they were able to tame that. Desiree seemed to be more human than she was a werewolf and that was one of the things that Gabriel had fallen in love with her for. Because she was able to actually embrace that side of herself that he was never able to even develop. Even though he most likely was that type of person, anyway. He didn’t really need to have any kind of validation when he had transformed. He even knew of other werewolves that didn’t need to transform to be able to fight the way that they would in their normal state. That was one of the things that he would always strive for in the first place to actually get an education so he could change the world from within. There was no need for most of the fighting that happened in the group at all. There were quite a few things that didn’t need to happen anymore. There were things that were ceremony that didn’t need to happen anymore as well, including the blood ceremony. The blood ceremony itself needed to be a choice between two people and not the two families of those people. One of the first things that she was going to do was abolish that for children. 
 
    There was no reason for children to be sectioned off that way. That way, if the other, for some strange reason, didn’t make it to adulthood, they would be left completely alone and without a mate forever. That was something that was almost inhumane, and she wasn’t going to allow it to continue. She was grateful for the ceremony for herself and for Gabriel, but at the exact same time, she would have fallen in love with him, anyway. He would have fallen in love with her as well. 
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    To Desiree, this was still completely brand new, and she almost still didn’t believe the fact that she was who she was. She was always born to be a leader and most of the people that were there understood that completely. However, she didn’t actually seem to care. She was flashing back to the time that she was at any one of the packs that were there to take her in the house, and she had been completely rejected. She learned how to deal with everything on her own, and she was still trying to figure everything out as she continued on that path for herself. She didn’t really understand how these people could actually just accept her just because Gabriel said that she was okay. It was one of those situations where she was kind of lost in her own head as she was trying to figure out exactly how this all happened. She knew exactly how it happened, but at the same time, it was one of those situations where she was just trying to figure out what to do next and how to act. She was now thrust into the spotlight of all of their kind as their new leader. She didn’t even know how that was going to take place like other people would know instantly that she was the new queen. Not even just the queen. She was the alpha, which was one of those situations that nobody had actually ever heard of because no woman had ever taken the role before. This was not going to be something that was extremely easy for her to do and in her condition, she really didn’t want the extra stress. She also knew that Gabriel would be right by her side, but that didn’t really matter to her at the moment. Both of them would work together as a team to accomplish exactly what they wanted to. They had already talked about this many times and they both knew that they were on the same page with everything when it came to when they had to take over. The simple fact that she was now the ruler, and he was the one who was in her spot, was something of a role reversal had never actually taken thought before of how this was going to work. She knew that she had a lot of issues that she needed to overcome, including the rejection of all the packs that she had lived with. 
 
    That was a major factor that nobody actually understood. The way that the other people had actually treated her for most of her life was one of the most outstanding things that she could think about. She still couldn’t get over all the pain that she actually had to go through as a young person trying to figure out exactly how to move forward with her life. The rejection that she had encountered throughout her entire life was a major factor where she didn’t want to actually learn to trust anybody, but she knew that she had let Gabriel in. She had to. It was literally written in her blood, but they didn’t actually have to get along as much as they did, which was one of those blessings in disguise for her. She was grateful that he was there. She looked down at her growing abdomen and she knew that she had to make the decisions that were going to change the way that things were done for the kind in the generations that were to come. It didn’t really matter to her if her son became the next alpha or if one of her daughters did. This was going to be something that she would do just for her children. She already knew that they were going to have quite a few and though the others had let her see in the timeline and what was going to happen, they’d never actually let her see the end of it at least her spot in the end of it. That was their way of making sure that it was not completely influencing her as well. 
 
    She could see they lived a long happy life together though she never actually saw her becoming the alpha that didn’t mean that it wasn’t part of it just the context was not there because she couldn’t exactly see what was going on and unless she went into that specific timeline. Most of the time, she would just look at the external. It was almost like watching a movie of sorts. You could see everything, but you couldn’t actually hear it. When you went into the timeline, you could actually watch and be a part of it. Even though you weren’t actually there, it was almost like an interactive virtual reality that she had heard of before. She wasn’t the type that would actually try any video games or any of those entertainment spots in local shopping malls or whatever she tried to stay away from people as much as possible though she did enjoy interacting with some of the humans it wasn’t encouraged at all. Most of the time the packs stayed together, and they often have their own schools and teachers and basically all things werewolf. She was kept within the pack even though she was basically rejected from every person that was there. Everybody looked down upon her and she wanted to make sure that she somehow made sure that every single one of those parents knew that she was the one who was the next ruler of their kind. Though she wasn’t exactly a petty person at the exact same time as she wanted to be. She wanted her own vengeance of different kinds, but at the exact same time she wanted to bridge a gap between everybody that existed amongst their species. It was nothing more than an experiment gone wrong centuries ago that created their kind and now, with the way that the future was headed; she wanted to make absolutely sure that their kind would continue more united than before. 
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    The idea of their werewolf kind actually coming together for any period of time with something that nobody had actually ever tried before. Sometimes they have thought of it, and they have brought it up in many council meetings, but the simple fact was that nobody had actually ever thought that they could get all the different factions together. Let alone stop fighting with each other. To the people on the island, it was almost impossible to even remotely understand how the different packs worked on different places. The first thing that Desi wanted to do after a week of being the ruler was bringing some of the people from different areas together and try to talk about things that she wanted to do for them. When she had explained to the royal families that she believed that they should relinquish some of the power that they had to more local areas and the alphas in those areas could actually do allow the punishments and give advice for the area that they were in. That way, they didn’t have to try to learn different cultures and different ways of being to decide a punishment that probably would not fit the person or area. She understood that there were so many factors in the way that people did things that it would cause a huge issue if all of the rulings came from the island which had no real understanding of the people or the places that they came from. Something that might not make sense in Asia would make perfect sense in America and vice versa. There was also Europe and Africa as well. There was no place in the world that their kind had not touched, but instead of staying on top of actually knowing the areas that different places and people lived along with the different cultures and the meanings of things, the people on the island had grown stale. They had grown very comfortable in the fact that they were the ultimate rulers and whatever they said had to be done. No matter if it was against their culture or not. Desi knew that things were completely different and so did Gabriel in the different places that they kind of lived. She also wanted to make absolutely sure that everybody was counted. That meant even the orphans that were left behind like herself. That was something that had touched every single one of them as they realized that what she had gone through was actually more powerful than anything they could have actually done during the war period. The rejection and hatred that was done for so many different things that they blamed her for even though it was not her fault, as she was just a child, created the way that she was. 
 
    “Do you actually think that they can rule themselves?” one of the council members asked is they were implying that the people that lived anywhere else but the island were too dumb to actually care about the simple laws that would be set forward that they would follow and also enforce. 
 
    “Do you not believe that they can actually rule themselves?” Desiree asked if she looked at the person with an extremely hostile look. It was the only time she actually ever questioned anyone that was there and had been there for a very long time. She didn’t exactly feel comfortable with the idea that quite a few of these people actually had probably taken part somehow in the way that her parents had died. She tried not to hold everything against these people, but at the exact same time, when they continued with their stuffy self-important talk, it was extremely hard for her not to. 
 
    “I was just saying some of these creatures could be more savage than they are civilized.” the council member said is they looked at her and realized that she had actually turned a little bit into something that they hadn’t expected from her. Gabriel was sitting next to her and, though he was actually just taking everything in, he was starting to chuckle a little bit enough to the point where his shoulders were moving slightly. They had actually already talked about this and had agreed that most of the people on the island were going to have a problem with the idea of giving up some of their power to the locals. 
 
    “I understand exactly what you’re saying. I don’t think that you understand what I’m saying. The local alphas are the ones that can understand all the customs of the area that they are in. It’s not like a small area like this where everybody shares pretty much the same ideas. We’re talking about a worldwide network here. That means that we’re dealing with hundreds of different countries and millions of different costumes in different areas. For the most part, we want our people to be able to assimilate with the humans as if they actually were. That way, they can do whatever they need to do to make sure that they have money and food and everything else that they need. Though when somebody gets out of line, we cannot be the last line of defense or even the first one. That needs to be something local for every person who understands the concepts of that particular area. I don’t think I’m speaking any different here than I would be anywhere else. What I’m saying is that we have the local power there in multiple forms. Different pack leaders have the ability to make decisions. And then have a guard or so like a judge that would be there to make a ruling in favor of the alpha or not. And if it was necessary, they could contest it again and then bring it here period to be perfectly honest to have multiple checks and balances is the only way that will be able to actually enforce anything because we don’t exactly know every culture or every difference that there is in the entire world. Some things that would be a big deal here wouldn’t be a big deal somewhere else, and vice versa. Where we don’t exactly understand all the differences that make our kind so unique, even amongst their own regions. That is why we have to do it and that is why we are going to do that. And in the meantime, I’m going to meet with whoever I need to meet with to make sure that we can do this properly. That is, of course, unless you and the other council members who sit on this board wish to learn all of the customs and laws of every country to place our kind lives.” 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 54 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    During the week, the two of them had decided that they were not going to stay in the castle. For Gabriel, it was just too hard to understand how his family could actually turn the way that they had, and the castle was a constant reminder of that. For Desiree, it was pretty much the same. She didn’t want to have anything to do with the castle or any of the people that were in their period. They all had a part of her parent’s death and the beginning of the war that had changed their lives forever. 
 
    Instead, the two had stayed in the cottage they had originally stayed in when they first got to the island. At least when Desiree had gotten to the island. It was a safe place for them. They also knew that there the others would be able to reach them if they had to in that particular cabin and not the castle. They have been warned that certain talisman had been left around the castle that meant that they wouldn’t be able to enter or even get close to. Desiree set out to try to find them, to remove them, but she still couldn’t at the moment. She had been so overloaded with things that they needed to do just to keep up with the workload that had been there. They had done undone a lot of things that they were finding that the web of deceit that Gabriel’s parents had left behind was something that she wasn’t ever going to enjoy having to do. Piece by piece, they tried to dismantle anything that his parents had in the works by calling out everything that they could possibly call out that they have learned while watching the timelines. They both knew that there were going to be other plots and different things happening always in play because he knew that his parents were the type to plan seven steps ahead. He just needed to find out how to catch up to the way that they were thinking of a lot of things. There was no way for him to actually know what was going on, though. It was actually scary for him to figure out that there were things that he didn’t understand about his own family. Apparently, he found a diary that he had read and it was actually his grandmother’s. All of this was her idea, not his mother’s, which he was actually surprised. It was her mother who was a cousin to Desiree’s grandmother. That was the connection between their two mothers that he had actually never actually knew completely. He knew that they had grown up together. He knew that they were close at one point. His mother often called her soul sister instead of a cousin, but he knew that it was some kind of distant cousin relationship that they had. 
 
    He couldn’t believe that he would have to even think about or contemplate the fact that his mother what turn against her own family. The idea that she was so greedy end it had pretty much come to pass that this had been ingrained in her from the time that she was just a young child that she was supposed to be the everlasting ruler of their kind. To the point that he found out some more information that Desiree’s mother was actually supposed to be the one to be married to his father. On the Island most of the time, matches were made very young when it came to the two ruling families. In this particular case, Desiree’s mother had been the one that had been matched to his father. His mother had actually tricked him into marrying her instead of her cousin. As far as his mother could possibly see, it was her destiny and not her cousins. He was absolutely appalled at everything that was going on in the diary itself. 
 
    His grandmother had told him about this right from the start, that she had had a daughter for good reason. Most of the people on the island wanted a son to carry on with their name. She only wanted a daughter because he had already been born. To be a match, they had to be a complete site as far as his grandmother was completely sure that this was going to work out for her daughter. 
 
    He was absolutely disgusted with the behavior of the people in his family. However, at the exact same time, he was glad that the things have worked out the way that they had otherwise, he wouldn’t be there and neither would be Desiree. He looked over to her if she was sitting at a desk going over a bunch of paperwork that she probably didn’t even really understand and would ask him about in a little bit because that seemed to be exactly what she would do every day. It was nice to have that basic trust with each other that they had learned they could possibly work together and do everything else as a team. There were a lot of things that she didn’t understand and though she would never pretend to ignore in front of him, she would try to at least cover it up with the other people that she had to deal with daily. As it was, she didn’t want to have to deal with a quite a bit of all of their ignorance on a daily basis. They absolutely hated the outside world and where is he could understand because he had the same feeling deep down, he also knew that the outside world was where they all needed to be at some point in their life. He had already spent his time out there. He knew that everything that Desiree was trying to do and that he wanted to do as well would only benefit everybody in their society. 
 
    They had to learn that they were not infallible. In the fact that Desiree was the ruler of everything, even though she was being challenged on a daily basis by different people, she would always come out on top. It was the simple, quick thinking that had saved her life so many times in the past that gave her that ability to make sure that she always was the victor. One of her first pieces of business was to make sure that the woman who had raised her as her own child was released from the prison underneath the castle. 
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    The other woman walked in and looked at Desiree sitting at the desk, along with a young man that was there next to her. Desiree looked up, and it was this clear to see that she was actually extremely happy to see the woman at the exact same time. She had a look of confusion and disappointment as well. 
 
    “Why didn’t you ever tell me anything about this place?” Desiree asked if she looked at the pair that was in front of her. 
 
    “The answer is extremely simple, your Highness. I was told by your mother to keep you safe and if you actually knew about any part of this including what we thought happened to your parents that you were never going to have a moment’s peace.” the woman said she looked at Desiree who had almost laughed at the fact that the woman who had raised her just called her your Highness. 
 
    “You thought that my head was always in the cards. You always told me that. Now it’s a simple fact, then I am married and expecting my first. You knew everything about my mother, and you respected her enough that you did her bidding, even though you knew that there was a chance that you would die. If you had just told me, things could have possibly been a little bit different and we wouldn’t have had to go from pack to pack. I don’t understand why we had to do that why we had to move all the time was it really because we have to for my safety or was it something else?” Desiree asked if she looked at the woman knowing that anything that the woman said was probably going to be tainted slightly by whatever was going on in her life at the time. 
 
    “All the pack leaders knew exactly who you were. The problem was with the fact there were so many threats with you. Most of the time, any of the office of alpha didn’t want to waste any of their actual people to make sure that you were guarded. It was a heartless thing to do, but we were often kicked out just for that reason. They didn’t want to take on the role of guardian for Princess, who might not actually ever make it back to this particular island. We had to wait until the time was right and I had never been actually told when that time would be right. Yes, you did always have your head in the clouds dreaming about something that you didn’t even know about existed. When you were young, and you started talking about castles and islands, I knew that you had some recollection of somehow knowing what you actually were, but we had to make sure that you didn’t know. If you came back and it was too early, then you were going to be in danger. We both knew what the danger was to you and that’s why we had to keep moving. We had to keep doing everything to make sure that you remained safe. Even the small creatures that live on this island had a stake in you living. They made sure that we always had enough, just enough, to survive. I worked hard to try to install everything that I could possibly instill in you as if you were my actual child. That was a promise I made to your mother. Seeing you right now, I know you have finally reached the point where you needed to be exactly where you are. All the dreams and hopes that you have as a child I can only hope that you try to install them as well in your own children.” the woman said she looked at Desiree and hoped that for some reason the woman who is there behind the desk who had completely changed over the past few months she had been in hiding who is the person that she had raised. 
 
    “You keep speaking as if you don’t have a part in my life.” Desiree said as she looked at both of them knowing that was probably how they felt as if they were her only caregivers and now that she was in the place that she needed to be in a long it wasn’t going to matter to her that they had sacrificed for her. Both of them had. Desi was extremely worried that while they were in hiding that Gabriel’s mother had actually had they were executed or something along those lines. She was extremely grateful to find out that they were still alive and, by her executive order, only they had been released. 
 
    “We really don’t have a part in your life. At least not anymore. I fulfilled my duty to one person that I had no allegiance with. And that is your mother’s period now. your restored to the place that you are supposed to be. You are with the person you need to be with. You are doing exactly what you need to do. You do not need me or him here any longer to watch over you and how guide you.” the woman said as she looked at Desiree and had a smile on her face and Gabriel instantly knew as he watched the interaction between everybody that there had been real emotions between them all. There had been a bond that was there, then not even his mother could actually break. 
 
    “I believe what my wife is actually alluding to is the fact that she wants you here. The entire time that we were in hiding and she was extremely worried about both of you and knew that eventually one of the things that we had to do was get you out of the prison and we didn’t know how we were going to do that but we figured out that we would, eventually. Even if she had to break you out herself, she was planning on doing that.” Gabriel said as he looked at both of them, “what she’s really saying is that there is a bond between the three of you that most people wouldn’t understand. I know you must look at me and see either with my parents, but understand that I’m not like them. I wouldn’t be deserving of her if I was. And all I want to do is make sure that she is happy. You all have created and raised her to be the person that she is right now, and I think we would both be honored if you would consider her still your child. And be a governing part in our own children.” 
 
    “You still want us here?” the woman asked if she looked around at both Gabriel and Desiree, who couldn’t actually help but notice the fact that both of them were slightly confused and surprised. 
 
    “Yes. We want both of you here.” Desiree replied, and she knew that was probably going to be the closest that she ever had to anyone in her family being there with her. To her, it was still one of the best feelings in the world to know that they were right there next to her still. 
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    Day by day Desiree would work extremely hard, as she was trying to figure out exactly how things were going to work for the island and the different alphas. She had sent out messages for every one of them to come to the island for a meeting. Though she didn’t exactly know what she was headed for, she knew that she needed to get them on board as well. She was still fighting with the council on the idea because she knew that they were going to go against anything that took power away from them. That didn’t matter to her, nor did she care about anybody’s actual feelings. She knew what was right, and she was going to work for all of that for the rest of her life if she could. 
 
    Things had to be done, otherwise there was going to be another war looming, but it wasn’t going to be the kind where there was going to be a lot of bloodshed from their own people. If they weren’t careful, they were going to be found out by the humans who already thought of them as mythological creatures that existed only at night time and could only change by the light of the moon. She had often found the thought to be hilarious, but she also knew that humans didn’t quite understand a lot of things that were still there that would go bump in the night. If they found out about the werewolves in a bad way, they would be hunted for game or sport. She understood the humans to a point. That was what they did to things they didn’t understand. The fact that their kind was still in hiding who was going to be something that they all needed to address. She wasn’t going to suggest that they reveal themselves to the humans because that would also open up the can of worms of dealing with vampires and trolls and elves and all of the things that nobody actually wanted to believe in for the humans. 
 
    They were the things of fairy tales, and horrible creatures that went bump in the night. There, most of the things that were attributed to them were exactly what they were supposed to be, but the humans have made them a little more bloodthirsty. Except for vampires, they were always bloodthirsty, but not in the way that most people would actually go for. The vampire hunters only went for animals most of the time, and usually only for the sick ones. They very rarely wanted human blood. It was too much like their own and therefore, even though it would replace what they had already lost as their blood cells died very quickly, it was something that could actually hurt them as well. 
 
    The humans like to think that they were at the top of the food chain but the experiments that had resulted in most of the kinds that they thought of as mythological creatures though some, of them were actually natural born and there before the time of the humans much like trolls or orcs. Where actually well before them on the future scale. It was just their smaller numbers that didn’t actually let them be seen by the humans. Most of them tried to stay away from any real human interaction even though they all lived usually within a very close range of each other. 
 
    Children were the only ones that could actually see them and wanted to believe in them for some strange reason. The few times that Desiree had been introduced to human children, they often had games that they would play where they would pretend to be something that they weren’t. Desiree never actually had the chance to do anything like that while she lived amongst them. Though they had always tried to stay with the pack, there had been a few years where there wasn’t one nearby and they couldn’t move. Though she tried to interact with humans, she also knew that she had to stay away from them. It was instinctual and something that was ingrained in every single one of them from the time that they were born. 
 
    Desiree wanted to change that there should be no stigma between the groups. As long as the humans stayed the way that they were, and everybody didn’t transform in front of them, everybody should be able to live together peacefully. Even with the vampires, if that was necessary. Though no werewolf actually liked a vampire, she wanted to actually meet with the people that ruled them as well just so they could come to a better truce between the groups. Finding time to meet with everybody while she was still growing a child was extremely hard because it was taking a toll on her. She was growing tired all the time. 
 
    Though it had only been about a month since she had taken the role of leader of their kind, she had already gone through quite a bit. Including a doctor who specialized in their particular health system. They actually went through and did an examination of her and were absolutely surprised to find out that the cub that was there was a little bit bigger than they had anticipated, meaning that he was further in his gestation. 
 
    She knew that had to do a lot with the fact that they had been in an area that was completely timeless period of course the examination was then told to Gabriel who laughed when the doctor was implying that the child could not have been his because of the simple fact it seemed to be a little bit too far along to the point that it didn’t match up with Desiree had arrived on the island. Gabriel knew that would be an issue from the start, but he knew the truth: he was not worried about it. Everyone else would have to figure it out later. This was their secret. 
 
    “I understand your concern, but trust me when I tell you the child is mine. It would naturally matter if the child wasn’t mine, it would still be mine, but because of where we were, that has to be why the child has grown a little bit faster. I took my wife’s virginity, and nobody could actually say any different.” Gabriel replied in front of many people just so he would have witnesses of other people hearing it as well. Though he didn’t particularly care about over sharing or anything like that might embarrass Desiree, he knew that he had to actually completely and utterly except the fact that the child was his. Nobody was going to tell him that it wasn’t because he knew that where they were, there were only two of them. 
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    Though everyone seemed to question if the child was actually Gabriel’s, there was no doubt in his mind for many reasons. But there was absolutely no doubt that the next child that was going to be in line for being ruler of their kind was definitely his. Even Desiree had to laugh at the blatant people trying to get him to leave her, for whatever reason. It wasn’t going to happen. Most people didn’t even realize that there had been a blood ceremony done on them when they were children and the bond that was between them was unbreakable because of that reason. However, they had the best reason as well.  
 
    There was nothing else between them except for the emotion that kept them together. It was love at the base of everything that they did for each other. There was no other reason for any of it. It was weird for the people to see. They could not remember a ruling couple that actually loved each other.  
 
    For somebody who had never been shown real love, Desiree was still trying to come to grips with everything that Gabriel would do for her throughout the day. It was often the small things that he didn’t even think about that he knew that she liked and therefore he would make sure that they were done. Also, there were lots of other things that he did throughout the day just to make her life easier. They both had so much to do as they were still trying to figure out how to take over all of the business that they had to do they still found time for each other and that was one thing that most people didn’t seem to understand at all. They really had no idea what was going on between the two of them, even though they seemed to be able to talk without actually saying anything at all. 
 
    The time in the cottage had given them an extra bond as well. More than the child that she was carrying, they seemed to be completely intertwined with each other. It was often something that other people could see through the small touches and the simple things that they said to each other during the day that nobody else seemed to understand. A lot of the women had made rumors that somehow Desiree had put some kind of spell on him and therefore she must be a witch, and he often had to laugh at that for the simple reason that there was nothing but jealousy there. 
 
    He finally grew so incensed with the behavior of the people that he had grown up with that he finally had to address it. “What most of you don’t seem to understand is that my wife and I have known each other since she was born. The simple fact of the matter is that most of you already knew that her mother and my mother were best friends up until the moment that my mother decided to kill her mother. I had spent a lot of time with her when I was a young child, and she was a newborn. Not only that, but we had a true blood ceremony to bond us together when we were young. There are pictures of this if you really don’t believe my word, but the simple fact is a blood ceremony wouldn’t have mattered at all. I still would have looked for Desiree and I would have found her period if anyone was the witch in this particular scenario would be me. However, we found in the time that we had together that was alone and isolated, the feelings that we have for each other were extremely real. There was nothing that anyone could actually say that would ever break those. There’s nothing that you could do that would break that either. And I highly suggest that you stop making unfounded rumors about my wife.” Gabriel said one day as it seemed that all the courtiers were in the hallway waiting for a chance that actually speak to one or both of them. Gabriel had already fought off quite a few of the rumors and also some of the other females that were trying to move up in the world. He didn’t care that his father had certain extracurricular activities when it came to some of the female courtiers. However, he was never going to turn his eyes away from his wife. That wasn’t something that he could do. He didn’t think that he could actually live with himself if he even thought of the idea. 
 
    Now a lot of people broke it down to the fact that the blood ceremony had taken place when they were so young that they had grown attached to the other person. It was one of the reasons why they wanted to actually abolish the blood ceremony for young children, anyway. It was a chance for them to grow up and know other people if that was what they wanted to do. Having an arranged marriage was one of those things that she never thought that was going to be a problem until he actually met her. Though their arranged marriage had worked out completely fine and that they were actually in love with each other probably for the simple fact that they did not grow up together the way that they should have he knew that my lot of people weren’t as lucky and so did she. That was something that she wasn’t going to back down on, even though it was basically part of their culture. In her mind, there was absolutely no need for it and that was one of the things that a lot of people wanted to make sure she backed down on. 
 
    It was the hill that she would die on. She knew then not everybody was extremely lucky and had a partner of like Gabriel. Especially if young girls or young boys were given to an older mate. There just wasn’t anything that could be done to save them after that. If they chose to have the blood ceremony when they were old enough, then that would be something completely different, but to have their parents force it on them was not fair to them. 
 
    Desiree also had a lot of other things that she needed to work on, and this was not what she wanted to fight people on, as well. She was getting ready for the meetings with the other alphas and needed to focus on that, not the blood ceremony practices. It seemed that most people wanted to distract her with other things that didn’t seem to matter, so she would not be prepared for the meetings with the alphas. Of course, she understood why it was the simple fact that they were going to be changing a major factor and give a major bit of power to the other alphas that were taken from them. It was one of those subjects that she knew that this was going to be a complete fight, though she didn’t actually want it to be. She really didn’t want to have to deal with any of this, but because of Gabriel’s declaration that she should be the next one in line, she had to be the one to fight for herself and what she believed in. She knew that Gabriel would always have her back, but at the exact same time, it was a lot of work that she wasn’t ready for. 
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    “I honestly don’t know if I can keep doing this. Everybody wants something for me and I’m not sure if I can actually keep up with everyone that wants everything right now.” she said to him one night as they curled up in bed together. 
 
    “I know that you can.” he replied as he just rubbed her hair and brought her close to him. It was one of those moments where they just enjoyed being next to each other for more than thirty seconds during the day. 
 
    “Gabe, I’m tired. I mean, I’m really tired. I know it has to do with the fact that I’m pregnant, but it’s just I’m so exhausted all the time. In half the time these people are bringing things to me that I just don’t quite I get why they think that it’s a necessary feature that they must have. I know it’s a distraction from the meetings but I’m getting really tired of having to deal with any of it.” she said as she looked at him and then he kissed her forehead. 
 
    “You are the only person that is qualified to be in the position that you’re in right now. I know you don’t quite understand why I did what I did, but I have full faith in you. I wouldn’t be standing behind you even if I loved you if I didn’t think that you could handle the job better than anyone else. The problem is we need major reform in everything that we do and the one person that is qualified to lead us to that reform as you. No matter what I do, anything that I do will be tainted by what my parents did. People will always look at that and they’ll judge what I’m doing in the same light as if it was actually them still continuing their line and rule.” he said softly as he looked at her. She knew exactly what he was saying and though she didn’t want to agree with him. She did understand where he was coming from. It was plainly obvious that a lot of people just thought that he was an extension of his parents there most of the people didn’t want to actually believe that their people that they had known most of their lives if not all of their lives where exactly who they were and had done such evil things against their own people. 
 
    “I understand that Gabriel, I just want you to know that I’m exhausted.” she said as she sighed and then she laid her head on his chest and his hand was rubbing over her abdomen. This was one of the best moments in both of their days where they could just relax and be themselves instead of the rulers of their card. Once she had actually met with the alphas of all the different branches and started the transfer of power to them even though that the ruling families would still have a say in whatever was done, she knew that things would calm down a lot on the island after that happened. It would either calm down a lot or it was going to have a catastrophic outcome that no one could actually see. There have been many different things that could have been warnings of the people starting to have a cry for war just to remove her from power. 
 
    She wasn’t from here, but she had found that she was extremely allied with people who had admired her parents. They didn’t agree that she had been taken away, but at the exact same time, they understood what her parents had done to make sure that she was taken care of and would survive. They wanted to see her succeed in their place as well.  
 
    After Gabriel had actually released his grandmother’s diary, people started to change the way that they treated Desiree. They admired her openly but would still talk about her behind her back. She was used to that idea, and she didn’t really care or give it an extra thought. As she continued to do exactly what she needed to do to make sure that things were taken care of for the meetings, people started to question why she wanted to transfer the power so much. 
 
    This time, she decided that she was going to greet them all in the hallway and explain herself very openly. If anything, it would be to clear the air and make sure that people understood exactly what she wanted to do. 
 
    “You’re all here waiting to either see me or my husband with whatever concern that you’re here for I think this would be the perfect time for you to actually understand what’s going to happen when the meetings with the other local alphas begin. I want you to understand that the transfer of power isn’t to take power away from the ruling families of the island. Instead, it’s to make our people more powerful in their own right. The local officers are still part of any one of our branches. It’s something that we should also take into effect that they are cousins of ours. More certain that they understand the local area that they live in. Where are we can make a decision about a particular incident with one of our kind? We may not understand the cultural references that are there? Let’s just say somebody in Europe causes a murder of a human. As the law is going to do to them, there is different from what the law is going to do in India. What we’re doing is transferring this small amount of power to local governments, basically. That way, things are not going to be misconstrued, nor can we have things that are not right and not fair to the area. One thing that most people don’t understand that has lived on the island is that there are so many differences in the world that nobody is exactly the same. There’s no culture that’s the same. There’s no language that’s the same. What we believe here isn’t what they believe there. It’s only fair that the government of our kind actually starts at a local level. It doesn’t mean that we won’t hear about the incidents, but we won’t be overrun with incidents from all over the world where we have to figure out how to handle it.” Desiree said, and everybody looked at her period. She was trying to be as clear as possible in what she was trying to accomplish, but the people that were there just looked at her blankly. The idea of giving up any amount of their power was something that none of them actually could do willingly. They were extremely stubborn and pigheaded that way.  
 
    This was the only way forward to make sure their kind survived. Though she knew that she was removing something from these people, they would still be there as ornaments to the branches. The heads of houses would still be there. It was only a small thing and something that needed to be done. She would continue to explain this as she went through her day with minor and petty complaints. Desi could only hope that one day she would get it through their heads. This wasn’t a bad thing, but a good one that would benefit them all.  
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    Desi was hitting brick wall after brick wall. No matter what she did, she was never going to be able to have a breakthrough. She knew that she was just exhausting herself even more trying to explain to anyone who would listen what was going to happen. It was just that simple that she decided that she tossed the papers up in the air and basically said, screw them all. She didn’t care and then she actually lost her temper on the last person that had come in to basically beg for his power not to be relinquished to anyone. 
 
    “I’m done.” she said she just basically pushed the folder towards him. 
 
    “Excuse me.” the person asked as they looked at her, very confused as to what she was talking about. Apparently, they had never actually seen a woman when they had completely given up on whatever they were going to do. She was literally done. Desiree did not care anymore, and she did not want to have to deal with any of this. 
 
    “Get out.” She said as she pointed to the door. Gabriel heard her raise her voice and was at the door very quickly. He understood that she was getting extremely tired and somewhat moody about different things, but he had never actually heard her just say get out before. Not even to him, and that was pretty amazing by itself. He’d been one of the ones to push her extremely far. 
 
    “What’s going on in here?” Gabriel asked Desi as he opened the door just a little bit more and saw his wife, who was struggling to get to her feet. 
 
    “I’m done.” she said as she looked at him and he sent a look to the person that was also very confused. 
 
    “I think you should leave,” he said very quickly as he just waited for his wife to give him some inclination as to what had gone on. She didn’t get upset very easily nor was she pushed to the edge, but this particular time, she was extremely irritated. Something had happened to get her this way and though Gabriel knew she was tired of dealing with the same thing all the time, he didn’t think it was that which was really bothering her.  
 
    As the person got up and walked out the door, looking at Gabriel like he was going to be the savior. He started to open his mouth and Gabriel quickly put his hand up as if he didn’t want to hear. He waited for the person to get through the door and then he shut it. “Now will you tell me what’s going on?” 
 
    “I’m done.” She said as she looked at him, knowing that she had repeated herself numerous times at this point. But she actually meant exactly what she was saying. She was absolutely and utterly done with everything that was going on with these people. 
 
    “Okay, I understand you’re done, but could you tell me what you’re done with?” 
 
    “Gabriel, I am done with everything. I don’t want to talk to anybody else for at least a few days. I’m sick and tired of them all whining and complaining about the exact same thing. And then with the unsaid but very implied threats that they are going to remove me from power if I continue to try to take power away from them. This is exactly what your parents had done. They wanted to make sure that they weren’t the ones that completely had all the power and didn’t realize that half of the decisions that they made that affected local communities which is wrong or if they did completely understand what they were doing, then they just didn’t care about the people that were there.” She said as she looked at him and she threw up her arms. She was looking out the window and he couldn’t fault her for getting upset. He understood exactly the fact that everybody in their lives had been trying to dictate to her what she needed to do. She absolutely hated the fact that people were telling her that what she was doing was wrong, just for cultural reasons. 
 
    He understood, and it was basically his idea, and she was just going along with it and taking the brunt of it. He knew that he had to deal with foreign affairs right now and basically end all of this for the two of them. They had less than a week away before everybody descended on the island. She needed a few days of rest and relaxation period. Of course, it was also getting close to the time that she was going to have their child. She was tired, and she was carrying a very heavy burden, which seemed to be taking a major toll on her, not only physically but emotionally as well. She tried to stay as focused as possible, but most of the time she just ended up resting in her chair, not thinking at all. She actually wondered how she could possibly continue to do any of this after the child was born. 
 
    She was not going to allow somebody else to raise her child. She was not going to end up the same way as her mother, either. And if that meant that they had to divide the packs, and they were going to have to divide the packs. Though she didn’t believe that it would come to that there were too many people that actually understood what she was trying to do and there were only a few holdouts that were still just trying to hold on to that little bit of power. 
 
    Power made people greedy, and she wasn’t about to allow that to happen. If somebody tries to raise an army against her, she would easily be able to outnumber them, but it was still a fact that she would have to do that and she didn’t want to. She didn’t want there to be any fighting amongst their people. She had taken great care to make sure that there was going to be no favoritism over any of the local alphas that came in. No matter what family they were attached to. But as of right now, she was exhausted, and she was done. 
 
    But that was always going to be the case. Ruling anything was tiring. She knew that when she took over. It was always going o be a headache. She would find her balance.  
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    She was so tired of everything that was going on around them. She walked out of the castle to get some fresh air. Gabriel was by her side and never thought about not being there. He knew this was taking a lot out of her. There was so much going on that he walked with her to the spot they had been for months, and she sat and seemed to be recharging herself with the views and the air.  
 
    She knew that she had to be there in the moment as well, though she could see the timelines all around her. It was funny to her that she had grown so much in such a small time. She had been a nobody beforehand, but now she was the alpha of her own family and of all their kind. It was hilarious to her. She had learned so much about herself and other people as well.  
 
    There was so much that she still needed to do. She was extremely exhausted. She was mentally preparing herself for everything that was coming their way, even though everything was still new. She knew that the negotiations with the other alphas were going to be something that she was never going to be able to get through without Gabriel by her side. But she also knew that they would have to continue to work to reach the goal they both wanted. To avoid war. They knew it was coming on the horizon if this plan failed. Neither of them wanted that for them or their people.  
 
    The humans did that enough. They fought with each other for every reason under the sun. Any differences they could possibly find within themselves, they fought over. At least their kind only fought for dominance. She really hoped that the agreement that they had come across with the others that they would be able to do everything that they needed to do, taking everyone that this was in the best interest of their people. To make everything local was going to be something that was going to change the way that they all thought about doing certain things. For right now, all they wanted to do was enjoy the sunset. That’s all they needed to do was just be near each other and away from the castle. She had changed the environment from being toxic and suffocating to trying to make it light, even though she knew that her life was always in danger every time somebody walked in the room with her. 
 
    For the most part, she also knew that Gabriel had made it so that everybody understood that it was his idea, not hers. That way, if anyone wanted to come for anyone, it would be him and not her. Though he didn’t want her to have to live a life without him, she also knew that there was always the chance that something was going to happen in one of them would be assassinated. But that was always going to be the case. The two families they came from there was always a chance that somebody was going to come after them. Nobody actually ever wanted to think that there could be something wrong with the system that they had grown up in. Desiree had a completely different view of the world because of the way that she was brought up and not completely entitled, because she had been on the island sequestered for her life. She was the only one of them that had any real experience in the real world. She also knew how to deal with humans as well because she had lived among them with a different thought process. That was something that he couldn’t even understand. He remembered having to deal with humans and making sure that no one ever thought of him as anything other than what he was on the outside. He didn’t particularly like transforming. It took a lot out of him. Now a lot of people seem to enjoy the whole aspect of it and continued to do so even when it wasn’t necessary. 
 
    The folklore and different fables that the humans told their children about them was something that even he couldn’t quite grasp that it was widespread. Desiree knew that she never actually wanted to reveal what they were to the human race. That was for many reasons only because humans like to hunt things and wolves were one of those things, but even more than that, she had also done a lot of research on the different types of creatures that existed amongst the humans. None of them wanted to be revealed and for that, she could understand. She did not want to reveal who they were either to them. They were just as dangerous as humans to their kind, and she wasn’t going to do anything that was going to put more people in jeopardy. Finding a huge balance between everything that she wanted to accomplish in her reign with something that she never thought that she would be able to do. Gabriel was always by her side and that was the one thing that was perfect for her, as she was grateful. Of course, she wouldn’t be in half of the situation that she was in if it hadn’t been for Gabriel in the first place. 
 
    Their child should be born within a month after her meetings. But she also knew that the time had worked differently while they were in the vortex that was created in the cabin. She really had no idea, even though the doctor said that everything was off by a few months. No one could actually specify how long or any other information to pinpoint down when she could possibly go into labor. That was one aspect if everything that she wasn’t looking forward to. However, she knew that she loved her child already more than anything else. She was doing everything that she was going to do because of my love. 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Chapter 61 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    The day was finally upon them, and people started arriving at the island. They were watching everybody as they were continuously going on and they were fighting amongst themselves. She knew that this was going to happen. People were going to have a huge issue with being brought to the castle in the first place. An issue that she had been prepared for and she was already directing people to stop doing whatever they were doing to make sure that they could fix whatever was going on. 
 
    One by one she brought them in to her office and explained what she wanted to do. She had heard all the arguments, and she was going through everything that she could possibly go through to completely understand what was going on with the localities of everything. She seemed to think that it was possible for all of this to happen, although everybody had been told for years that it could never be that way. They were only going by what they had been told for generations. She wanted to change the way that everything was done. It had nothing to do with making her life easier because it was never going to be easy again. She had accepted that part as her fate and she tried to move on from herself. This was so much greater than herself or even her family.  
 
     As she started to continuously wear down everybody, they were wearing her down as well. She started to feel the tightening in her abdomen, and she just thought that it was nothing more than just stress. Gabriel was busy dealing with everything that was going on in the council, trying to make sure that the fights that were starting to break out were put down very quickly. Most of the people there didn’t want to even talk to a woman as their alpha. That was one thing that they knew was going to be an issue with a lot of the male alphas that had run the smaller groups. The misogyny of their kind went very deep, and they were prepared for it even though neither one of them wanted to admit that it was going to be a huge issue. Step-by-step, everybody started to understand and begin to respect the two young werewolves charge up everything. A lot of issues that the two of them were going to have to deal with and most people started to realize that they were going to meet all of the demands add on. 
 
    There wasn’t anything that anyone could bring up that wasn’t going to be there for quite a few and the different packs. There were going to be a lot of issues that needed to be worked out, as well as boundaries. But it was an undertaking that Desiree was absolutely sure needed to be done. Even with the tightening in her abdomen that seemed that it wasn’t on any timetable, she knew that she had to fight through it just to begin to make sure that everything worked out the way that she and Gabriel wanted it to. It seemed that people were starting to agree with what was being said. It was a first step.  
 
    Step by step she knew that eventually these meetings were going to have to be done by region instead of just individuals. So she began to change her tactic and start to bring in numerous people and even though the fighting didn’t really stop, it was a little bit easier to contain this way. It seemed that most of the local packs worked together. That was one of the things that they needed to do to make sure that the others didn’t take advantage of whatever was going on in that area. She was actually glad to see that they could work together. Then that she started to break everything down even more. She was introducing people to other people, and everybody seemed like they were starting to understand what the concept of everything that she wanted to do was. There were quite a few things that she needed to do and continuously work on, but the more time that she spent talking to people, the more time she understood what needed to be done. She was also developing a working plan as she was going and that was also extremely important to the way that things were going to have to be done. As she saw that, they realized this wasn’t to take the power away from the local area but to increase it. People started to listen even more.  
 
    There were going to be many things that were going to have to happen, as they did with any negotiations, and she was sure that they were all going to happen the way that they were going to. The way that she had planned for things to work out as well. The two werewolves at the head of the clans needed to make sure that things were going to by the time that the pup was going to be born. That was their ultimate goal, at least for the time being. 
 
    They both knew that probably wasn’t going to happen, and she was going to have to take a break after the pup was born. They wanted their child to live mostly as a human, like they had both done. Though they needed to make sure that things were in place for the child’s safety, that was the one thing that they wanted to make sure they had down pat before the child was even born. They had discussed it with many other people and though a lot of people didn’t agree with the way that they were going to try to raise their child. Desiree understood that was the way that they had to be. She also wanted to make sure that the child left the island a few times to see the greater world. That meant that they were going to have to take some kind of vacation as well. If the child was going to be the next ruler, whether it was a boy or a girl, it really didn’t matter. The child needed to see the greater world and understand that they were not the only type of creature that was out there. Most of the people didn’t quite understand that the humans outnumbered them at least ten thousand to one. Most of the people here didn’t quite understand that simple fact. There were a lot of issues to stop and sort though as they were trying to figure out a way to introduce the wider worlds to the community that was on the island. They didn’t know if that was ever going to take hold or be possible. 
 
    It would be a dream for now. They both knew they had to take small steps for a while after going through the beginning of this reform. It was just one more thing to think about as they began to move forward into the world to catch up with the times.  
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    More and more people started to get the grasp of what she was trying to say and as they began to understand that they would be getting more power and that’s all that mattered to them. Before they thought that, she was somehow trying to take away everything that was going on in their local districts and make it about the people here on the island. However, she had to make herself very well-known, and she also had to continuously backtrack on things that people before her had said. There were quite a few things that no one quite understood, and she was trying extremely hard to make sure that everybody understood she was giving them power, not taking it away. That was the most important thing that she could do and then a weeklong process she had met with every one of the local pack leaders. 
 
    It was to set up districts to answer to another person who was there in the locality of the area. Everything was going to be a system very much built on the same system that some of the humans used for their justice system. Basically, everything was going to be reviewed at a local level and only if the punishment seemed completely unfair could they appeal it to move up to a higher level. And then it can be continuously moved up in appeals that way it would cut down on all of the things that needed to be done for the local areas. They would also receive a little bit more funding for the fact that they were going to be having their own court systems, basically. They would be able to design their own punishments that would fit the area as well. This way cultural differences didn’t seem to matter anymore and though they had common laws, there was going to be quite helpful they are going to have to design their own too because of the difficulty replace them all. They needed to make sure that the areas would work together and by the end of the week she had gained most of the agreements that she had the words are going to take a little bit longer. She was quite happy with the way that everything was working out. The pains she had over the past few days still didn’t seem to disappear it was just growing stronger. 
 
    When she awoke in the middle of the night on the last night that everybody was supposed to be there, and they were going to have a banquet, with the tightening in her abdomen she knew that it was time for her to whelp the pup she had been carrying. She woke up Gabriel, who was absolutely surprised that it was happening so soon. She had made a plan for this. She wanted to be where the others were at this time. She only wanted him there as well. No doctors were supposed to be there unless something went very wrong.  
 
    The idea had been foreign to everyone else who often had a group there to help. She explained that it was not the way of most people and she had never been that way. She did not want the group there, and she knew the only way that was going to happen was to let the others help more than the werewolves.  
 
    They wanted this child more than the other group, anyway. Gabriel kept asking, “Are you okay?” as they walked to the area she had picked out, knowing that it was going to be at the cabin they had spent months in. That was the only place she had really felt completely safe at on the entire island.  
 
    “I am fine.” She repeated for the fiftieth time. She knew he had his own concerns, but trusted her on everything when it came to this. She knew that she had only a little more time before the child was there, wrapped in her arms.  
 
    “I can carry you if you need me to.” Gabriel said can she begin to giggle slightly. There was so much that she needed to concentrate on already with taking her steps, but she knew that the baby would be coming sooner rather than later and they were still a little farther away from the cabin. When she nodded, he gracefully bent down and lifted her very quickly in his arms as he began to walk a little bit faster. He knew that the only way that she would consent for him to help this way she had to be in a lot more pain than she was letting on. She had met every demand of her time for the past few months with no hesitation or concern for her own safety, so for her to let her guard down and let him do something for her what is something that he wasn’t going to take lightly. He knew that she would try to stay strong for as long as she could.  
 
    “Thank you.” Gabe said softly in her ear, knowing there would be a time where she was going to need to rely on him and it had already begun. This was one of the things that she was going to need to do. She needed him there for some reason.  
 
    He made it to the cabin, and he opened the door very quickly. There were quick flashes of light by the door, and they knew that was the others getting ready to work their magic. He shut the door, knowing that they could still get in if they wanted to. Nothing seemed to faze them. However, all they could see were the flashes of light outside the window. They were giving her something to concentrate on as the pain started to grow. 
 
    Everything in her world was going to change in just a moment. She had already found something that she never thought she would find. That was their child and their love. Neither one of them knew what was going to happen after the next day. And in many ways, they both knew that they were still way too young to be having a child at all, but it was the way of their people. They planned on having many more and knew that this was probably the way that all of them were going to be brought into the world. Together and in this cabin, where magic was all around them.  
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    After a few hours, Gabriel looked down at her and was absolutely amazed at the way that she had recovered so quickly. He was still nothing but a bundle of nerves as he looked at her, holding their son in her arms. The child looked very much like him, and he was honestly surprised that it had his lighter features instead of her darker ones. Everything about the two of them was mixed together and he couldn’t believe that they had created such a perfect little being together. The baby was perfect. 
 
    Everything in their lives had completely changed in the blink of an eye. They knew this was going to be this way, but when they looked at each other; they knew that there was going to be a lot of new things that they were going to have to experience, but they would experience them together and therefore he was okay with everything. As she reached up for the to take the baby, he took it in his arms and he looked down into the eyes of his son and knew that everything in the world was not important as this family. It was finally the way that it should be. 
 
    He was absolutely in awe. Know that it was going to be highly questioned if the child was even his, even though the child looked nothing like her or anyone else on the island. He was going to learn to deal with that, and he knew instinctively that the child was nothing but his. As the child would grow, he could already see how much the child looked like him. The others were still outside, and they had not bothered them at all. If there had been any complications, he had no doubt that they would have stepped in. He was sure that they wanted the child more than even they did because it was connected to both types of people through Desiree because of her mother’s secret pact that they had to go on into. There were quite a few things that still needed to be done and Desiree was trying to stand up, and that was the only time that the others actually started knocking on the window. And pointing back to the pallet that had been made for her. 
 
    “You can’t do anything right now. You just had our child.” he said as he looked at her, knowing that she would have to be pampered for the next few weeks. That was their way, whether she knew it or not. He was now supposed to take care of her. Better care than he had in the past. 
 
    “And that’s not going to happen. I’m not going to just lay here and do nothing. There are places in the world where people drop children in fields and then they get back up and start working again. I have too much invested in what’s going on right now and we still have to finish up the last of the meeting.” Desiree said as she looked at him, knowing that there were going to be a lot of issues between them if they were going to fight over this. 
 
    “Desi, you just had a baby.” he said as he just looked at the baby in his arms. “And the baby is not small either. If he was more like you, then that would be something different, but he’s not. I would estimate that he is at least ten pounds, and he is extremely long as well. I want you to make sure that you take care of yourself because you need to. I need you too and so does he.” Gabriel said as he looked at her, knowing that he was going to lose any battle with her. But he was hoping that his husband’s sensibility would kick in and that he would be able to talk her into resting. He understood that she still had a lot of things that she needed to do for their kind. She had wanted them all to be done before the baby was born, but that wasn’t the case anymore. There was way too much for her to have to actually deal with. The fact that she wanted to get up and get back to work showed how much this meant to her, but at the exact same time, he wasn’t going to allow her to overdo anything. 
 
    “What if I just have the meeting and I’m sitting down and resting while the baby is next to me. You can be there as well to make sure that I’m not overdoing anything.” She said as she looked at him, knowing that work where is going to have to take place no matter what. 
 
    “There’s not going to be any winning with you, is there?” Gabe asked as he began to chuckle a little bit and he looked at the baby as it was getting ready to turn red and fussy. “Even he understands that you’re stubborn. I think he’s slightly more stubborn though and I think he’s ready to eat.” 
 
    “Well, he’s been making his way for quite some time now, so it wouldn’t make not much of a difference if he was hungry right now. Like you said, he’s a big boy. But I still need to finish what I need to do. This is what we both wanted to and we’re so close to at least getting that basic goal in place. How things are going to work out after this I can’t guarantee anything, but for right now, I can say that we can continuously work on this. After he’s fed, I’m going to get up and will go back to the castle. The announcement of his birth needs to happen. Also, the meetings will continue and by tonight, we should have a working treaty with all of the smaller localities. That is the most important thing right now and something that we need to accomplish so I can rest. After all that is done, I will lie around for a week and you can spoil me.” she said as she looked at him, knowing that she had to at least try to make things a little more, never compromise for him. 
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    Later that evening, after all of the meetings had taken place and the announcement of the new Prince, everybody was absolutely shocked that she continuously worked throughout the day. Gabriel was right by her side and wouldn’t let her out of his sight for the entire day. It was still shocking to all the people that worked in the castle. The word had spread throughout the island that the baby had been born and he was the spitting image of his father. People wanted to celebrate the child’s birth, but she wouldn’t be ready right now or she was concerned. She was absolutely sure that she was going to allow people to celebrate the birth of her child later. Right now, that wasn’t a priority for her period and she didn’t really want him to be exposed to too many people. There were still a lot of high tensions about the way that things have worked out. 
 
    There were other people that still hated the fact that she was sitting at the top of the table instead of Gabriel, even though that was his idea. Also, there were still a lot of women trying to throw themselves at him, even though he never gave them any opportunity for anything else then to look like a fool. He had never been interested in any of them and now that he was married; he was even less interested in the idea. There were quite a few things that were in place for those types of advancements. Most of the time, he was right by Desi’s side anyway. There wasn’t anything that was going to sway him. We have found the other piece of him that he needed. 
 
    The blood pack was just one thing that stood in their way. Everyone just automatically assumed that it was because of the blood pact that was done between the two families that was the reason why Gabriel and Desi seemed like a united front. What they didn’t understand was the few months that they had spent in the cabin together where they had gotten to know each other. They both have fallen in love with the other person, and it had not had much to do with the actual blood connection. That was what drove Gabriel to find her, but it wasn’t what made him love her. 
 
    He couldn’t actually imagine if he had been connected to a person that he couldn’t actually stand. That was something that he was never going to think about. There was so much that he still needed to do to make sure that his wife and child and future children were always going to be at the forefront. When one of the women that he had known pretty much his entire life walked up to him, well, he was holding the child and started speaking; he wanted to strangle her. 
 
    “At least you know the child is yours. Unfortunately, it looks just like you do.” she said she looked at him and blinked her eyes. 
 
    “unfortunately, it looks just like I do?” he asked as he looked at her. He really didn’t want to give her the time of day, but he knew that this particular threat was going to be a real one if the women of the area really wanted to make it one. He wanted to make sure it was ended before it begun.  
 
    “Well, for you, at least it’s just a comforting measure knowing that the child looks like you. We all know that the dates don’t add up. She was already breeding before she arrived on the island. But the child looks like you, so you can’t actually deny it.” and the woman said as she just shook her head inside a bit. It was almost like she was actually trying to make her case. 
 
    “The child is mine. There is no chance that my wife was breeding beforehand. And it really doesn’t matter. The only person that affects it is me.” He said as he looked at the woman in just shook his head. 
 
    “Well, she now has the recovery period. If you ever need some time to adjust away from your family, my daughter is more than willing to be Hostess is for you.” She said. She looked at him. 
 
    He was appalled by the idea and worse; he let it show on his face. “Thank you for the offer, though I will not be taking you up on it. My wife and I are perfectly fine at figuring out what is best for the two of us. I will not be looking elsewhere at any time.”  
 
    “I know you think that now. Give it a few years. My oldest daughter was always your back up.” The woman said. 
 
    “I do not need a backup for anything. My wife is the only one I want. The only one I will have. It is a new concept for our kind, but not so much for all the other kinds in the world to have only one mate. My wife is mine.” Gabe said as he stood up to his full height. “I am not a baseless creature that needs to find comfort elsewhere while my wife is recovering from having our first child. I can wait for the one I made my promise too so we can then think about adding to the family more.”  
 
    “That is not something anyone wishes to hear.” The woman responded.  
 
    “That we will be adding to the family or that I do not want another?” Gabe asked with a laugh. 
 
    “Both things.” The woman said, and Gabe laughed harder.  
 
    “Well, I don’t care if you want to hear them or not. I plan on having a large family with my wife. I quite like the idea of trying for that family, but only with my wife. I will not be the one who breaks up this happy home we have made for ourselves as we bring in new things and ideas to our family and the way we rule together.” Gabe said as he continued on his way and he looked down at his son, “There is no way I will ever hurt your mother. That would be the last thing I ever do. That is a simple promise to both you and her.”  
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Epilogue 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    Time passed, and the pair were happy. They loved each other more every day as they watched their son grow more and more. Though still an infant, he was the product of many lines all rolled into one and they knew they had to teach him the newer ways, though the older ones were in his blood. They grew closer and more so than anyone ever thought they would. As it was announced that the second of their children was on its way, everyone started to really look at the two completely differently. No one wanted to believe they would last. That something like love would be the thing that held them together, but the younger people of their kind saw it. They began to understand they could have that as well.  
 
    As they led by example, they knew that everything was better because of the bond they shared. They knew it was their destiny to change everything around them. They already were. As new human things were introduced to the island, they knew it was happening as it should. Their kind would be doing better, and they had changed the idea of war. No one was going to divide the pack again. No one would have the chance to.  
 
    The pack of all their kind was now perfect as it was, and they made the days better for themselves as they watched their people come together in ways no one dreamed about. Peace was finally there for their kind. A kind of nothing but folklore and fables to the humans that were so interested in them. As they watched the movies and heard the songs about them, they laughed, knowing that life was finally what it was supposed to be. They were bringing the world to the werewolves as a whole and this was the way for them to be from now on. Not to hold on to the old ideas that they needed to hide everything they were, but to experience the things all around them.  
 
    Desi continued to bridge the gaps between their kind and those others that had the same lore as the humans. Treaties were signed and peace swept the world in a way they never thought was possible. Even the Vampires were impressed with the small werewolf that seemed to show no real fear to them. They had given her the stamp of approval in all she was doing and they started to do some of the same things. Though it was natural for their kinds not to be near each other, she had given them leave to come to the island whenever they wished. For some reason, the others had told her to make them feel welcomed, and Desi knew it had to do with the future. She wondered to Gabriel one night if the lines were supposed to cross again. One of their children might find love through some other blood ritual.  
 
    They were just building their kind and the rest of them as well all the different branches of the same tree that the humans are thought or nothing but fables were finally coming together and making sure that the next generation was taken care of. Desi was working hard to make sure that her children had a world that was going to be something unbelievable end completely wonderful as well. Nobody was going to be able to divide the pack again. 
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change everything.






